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Veterans, servicemembers join 
hundreds including White House, 
congressional leaders to honor 
late President George H.W. Bush 


Former President 
George H.W. Bush lies 
in state in the Rotunda 
of the U.S. Capitol 
on Monday night. 
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By Claudia Grisales 
and Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON 

K enneth and Wanda 
Deans arrived at 
about 7 p.m. Mon¬ 
day to take their 
place in a line that snaked 
down First Street on the east 
side of the Capitol to pay their 
respects to the late President 
George H.W. Bush. 

A retired chief warrant of¬ 
ficer, Kenneth Deans served 
30 years in the Army, includ¬ 
ing through the Gulf War. On 
Monday night, he wore his 
“Vietnam veteran” cap as he 
waited to honor Bush, his for¬ 
mer commander in chief. 

Deans remembered Bush’s 
visit to Fort Irwin in Califor¬ 
nia, where he was stationed 
at the time. He said he felt a 
connection with the president 
because Bush had also served 
in the military. 

“When you have a presi¬ 
dent who’s also a hero from 
the war, and you’re in the 
military, you feel some kind 
of kinship,” said Deans, 67, 
from Alexandria, Va. 

Hundreds of others joined 
the Deans on Monday in lines 
that meandered around the 
Capitol complex to be among 
the first wave of public visi¬ 
tors to honor the 41st presi¬ 
dent, who was remembered 
during an earlier ceremony 
for his military career, his 
leadership and his influ¬ 
ence at the highest levels of 
government. 

SEE TRIBUTE ON PAGE 8 


After losing court battle, Pentagon to send green-card holders to recruit training 


By Dan Lamothe 
The Washington Post 

The Pentagon will begin sending a back¬ 
log of thousands of green-card holders to re¬ 
cruit training, suspending a policy adopted 
by President Donald Trump’s administra¬ 
tion last year that required more stringent 
background checks for some immigrants 
wanting to serve, according to two defense 
officials and an internal memo. 

The policy called for green-card hold¬ 


ers to submit to and complete a full back¬ 
ground check and respond to any concerns 
before they could go to boot camp. That was 
in addition to standard requirements for 
green-card applicants, such as biometrics 
screening. 

The change put thousands of people in 
limbo as their screening languished and 
specific jobs within the military promised 
to them slipped away. 

The new directive says that each armed 


service must comply immediately with a 
preliminary injunction issued last month 
in the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of California. In it, Judge Jon Tigar 
agreed with an argument from the lawyers 
of two prospective servicemembers and the 
American Civil Liberties Union that the 
Pentagon had not satisfactorily explained 
why new screening is necessary. Tigar said 
the policy should be disregarded. 

SEE RECRUIT ON PAGE 5 


The injunction eases 
pressure on a group 
of prospective troops 
that the Pentagon has 
long recruited, pitching 
self-betterment and, in 
some cases, a chance 
at U.S. citizenship. 
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Tornado 


injures 5 at Navy base in Georgia 



Above: A utility trailer is overturned and damaged at Naval 
Submarine Base Kings Bay as the result of a tornado that touched 
down Sunday evening. Right: The tornado downed trees at the base. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—An apparent 
tornado damaged buildings, blew 
vehicles into the sea and injured 
five people on Naval Submarine 
Base Kings Bay in southern 
Georgia on Sunday, base officials 
said. 

The storm spared the Navy’s 
Atlantic Ocean fleet of Ohio-class 
submarines based at Kings Bay, 
said Scott Bassett, a spokesman 
for the base just north of Geor¬ 
gia’s border with Florida. 

The base houses five nuclear- 
armedOhio-classballistic-missile 
submarines and two Ohio-class 
guided-missile submarines, 
which have been converted to use 
conventional missiles, according 
to the Defense Department. 

People injured in the likely 
tornado included two sailors who 
were on duty when the storm 
struck before 4 p.m. Sunday, Bas¬ 
sett said. 

Another sailor and a civilian 
were injured while fishing from 


a pier on the installation. Another 
civilian was also reported injured, 
Bassett said Monday. 

None of the injuries was con¬ 
sidered serious or required over¬ 
night hospital stays, he said. 

The Weather Channel de¬ 
scribed the tornado as an EF1 
storm, defined as a tornado that 
causes moderate damage and 


produces winds from 86 to 110 
miles per hour. 

Bassett said the storm’s dam¬ 
age was limited to one pier area. 

The storm blew the roof off 
a small warehouse building, 
smashed windows of several ve¬ 
hicles and lifted two vehicles into 
the air that had been on the pier, 
blowing them into the water, he 


said. 

Base officials were still assess¬ 
ing the total damage to Kings Bay 
on Monday, Bassett said. 

It was one of more than two 
dozen tornadoes, rare in the 
fall and winter months, report¬ 
ed across the nation over the 
weekend. 

One person was killed when a 


tornado touched down Friday in 
Missouri, the St. Louis Post-Dis¬ 
patch reported. 

More than 20 people were 
injured Saturday in tornadoes 
spawned from the same storm 
system, The Associated Press 
reported. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 



Japanese woman indicted in stabbing death of US airman 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japanese authorities have 
indicted a 27-year-old Japanese woman 
accused of stabbing and killing a Yokota 
airman, prosecutors said in a statement 
last week. 

Aria Saito, a Tokyo resident, was charged 
Friday with murder and violation of the 
Swords and Firearms Control Law, the 
statement said. 


The office worker is accused of stabbing 
Master Sgt. Nicholas Vollweiler, 35, who 
was pronounced dead at a hospital Nov. 9. 

Prosecutors said Saito stabbed the right 
side of Vollweiler’s neck with an 8-inch 
knife held in her left hand with an inten¬ 
tion of killing him. 

The incident happened in the living 
room of his off-base home in Tachikawa 
near Yokota’s east gate just before 8 p.m., 
according to the statement. 

Vollweiler died from hemorrhagic shock 


and suffocation from blood, according to 
prosecutors. 

Saito is charged with illegal possession 
of the knife used in the stabbing as well as 
another 6.5-inch knife without a profes¬ 
sional or justifiable reason, the statement 
said. 

A trial date has not been set. Officials 
with the Tokyo District Court in Tachi¬ 
kawa would not confirm Tuesday whether 
Saito was still in custody or had been re¬ 
leased on bond. 


Vollweiler’s duty assignments includ¬ 
ed Japan, Korea, Italy, Hawaii and New 
Jersey. 

He received the Air Force Commenda¬ 
tion Medal with three oak leaf clusters, the 
Army Commendation Medal and the Air 
Force Achievement Medal. 

At Yokota, he served as the Security 
Forces Squadron’s chief of standards and 
evaluation. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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US gives Russia a 
60 -day deadline on 
treaty compliance 



The destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52) is pulled toward a pier after departing dry dock at Yokosuka Naval 
Base, Japan, on Monday. 

Another destroyer leaves dry dock 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — For the sec¬ 
ond time in one week, a 7th Fleet destroyer has left 
dry dock at Yokosuka Naval Base. 

The USS Barry finished its yearlong stint under¬ 
going repairs and modernizations at the Navy’s Ship 
Repair Facility and Japan Regional Maintenance 
Center on Tuesday. Workers flooded the dry dock 
and floated the ship to its new home on the Yokosuka 
pier. 

The Barry’s undocking came one week after the 
USS John S. McCain was relocated Nov. 27 from dry 
dock to the pier. The McCain had been undergoing 
repairs since February following its fatal August 
2017 collision near Singapore that killed 10 sailors 
and caused heavy damage to the ship’s hull. 

The McCain now has “a fully restored hull, a new 
port thrust shaft and newly constructed berthing 
spaces,” the Navy said in a statement last week. 

The Barry had been undergoing repairs since No¬ 
vember 2017. During that time, the crew and repair 
and maintenance personnel “performed work on 
the underwater hull structure, superstructure and 
propulsion plant systems,” the Navy said in a state¬ 
ment Tuesday. They also upgraded the destroyer’s 
combat systems and berthing areas. 

Cmdr. Cory Dyer, of Task Force 70 Maintenance, 
Material, Logistics and Readiness, in the statement 
called the Barry’s Tuesday move a “mqjor mile¬ 


stone” that “brings the ship that much closer to com¬ 
pleting” its restricted availability period. 

Ships regularly go into restricted availability pe¬ 
riods that take the vessels out of service for updates, 
repairs, trainings and other upkeep. The Navy said 
in its statement that those periods are necessary to 
maintain the fleet’s readiness. 

“As one of the premier forward-deployed opera¬ 
tional units, leaving dry dock brings Barry one step 
closer to resuming full operational capabilities,” 
deputy commodore of Destroyer Squadron 15 Capt. 
Steven DeMoss said in the statement. 

The Barry and McCain’s returns to the pier also 
mark a significant milestone for the 7th Fleet. The 
Yokosuka-based force had a deficit of destroyers 
after the separate, fatal McCain and USS Fitzger¬ 
ald collisions last year took both ships out of service. 
The Fitzgerald remains under repair in Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

Yokosuka welcomed the USS Milius destroyer to 
its fleet last summer, but former Pacific Fleet com¬ 
mander Adm. Scott Swift told Stars and Stripes in 
2017 that the Milius was not meant to replace the 
Fitzgerald and McCain. 

While the McCain and Barry are out of dry dock, 
they are not yet in active service. It’s unclear when 
the Barry will return to sea, but Secretary of the 
Navy Richard Spencer told reporters in July that he 
expected the McCain go on patrol in the spring. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Residents compensated for aircraft noise 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— A Japanese court has awarded 
$842,000 to people living near 
the home of U.S. Forces Japan as 
compensation for aircraft noise, 
according to the leader of a resi¬ 
dents group. 

Tokyo District Court in Tachi- 
kawa ruled Friday that aircraft 
noise from Yokota is affecting 144 
residents living near the western 
Tokyo base, Michio Fukumoto 
said Monday. 

Residents sued the Japanese 
government in 2012 seeking com¬ 
pensation for past and future 
noise complaints and suspension 
of flights between 7 p.m. and 8 
a.m. The residents in their lawsuit 
complained that aircraft noise in¬ 
terrupted their sleep and, at times, 
even their conversations. 


The court awarded compensa¬ 
tion for past noise but rejected 
other demands, Fukumoto said. 
The plaintiffs are unlikely to see 
any payments from the Japanese 
government anytime soon. 

“We have been raising our 
voices for more than 40 years,” he 
said. “It is extremely disappoint¬ 
ing that the court didn’t go beyond 
the past rulings.” 

In 2016, Japan’s Supreme Court 
ruled that future noise damage 
can’t be properly assessed and 
that the Japanese government has 
no jurisdiction over operations by 
a foreign military, Kyodo News 
reported. 

Fukumoto said the noise prob¬ 
lem has worsened since CV-22 
Ospreys began operations out of 
Yokota this year, with the aircraft 
often flying around 9 p.m. 

“The damage has clearly in- 


Markus CASTANEDA/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


creased since CV-22 Ospreys 
were deployed but it is regrettable 
that the court didn’t closely look 
at the current situation,” he said. 
“The noise is tremendous near 
the base. This is not reflected in 
the court decision at all.” 

The residents plan to appeal the 
latest decision, Fukumoto said. 

In previous lawsuits by resi¬ 
dents living near other U.S. bases 
in Japan, courts have also ruled 
against awarding future noise 
damages and suspending late- 
night or early morning flights. 

Last year, 1,000 residents living 
near Yokota were awarded $5.4 
million after a court said noise 
from the base was above the “tol¬ 
erable limit” but rejected future 
compensation or banning flights 
between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Russia has 60 days to come into 
compliance with a key nuclear 
treaty or else Washington will 
begin the process of quitting the 
landmark accord, U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo said 
Tuesday. 

“We either bury our head in the 
sand or we take common sense 
action,” Pompeo said after talks at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels. 

Pompeo issued the ultimatum 
after discussions with NATO for¬ 
eign ministers over Moscow’s al¬ 
leged violations of the 31-year-old 
nuclear treaty. 

The Trump administration 
has been warning for months 
that it was prepared to cease 
compliance with the 1987 Inter¬ 
mediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty between Washington and 
Moscow. 

The U.S., going back to the ad¬ 
ministration of former President 
Barack Obama, has accused Rus¬ 
sia of developing a new missile 
system that violates the terms of 
the pact. 

NATO members formally 
agreed Tuesday that Russia’s 
new 9M729 missile was in breach 
of the decades-old deal between 
Washington and Moscow that 
bans missiles with a range be¬ 
tween 310 and 3,400 miles, and 
that it poses a new threat to Eu¬ 
rope. NATO’s top official has 
warned that the new missile sys¬ 
tem could hit European capitals 
with only minutes notice. 

NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg said Tuesday that 
time was running out to save a 
treaty that has been a cornerstone 
of European security policy. 

“Russia now has a last chance 
to come back into compliance 
with the INF treaty, but we must 
also start to prepare for a world 
without the treaty,” Stoltenberg 
said. 

Pompeo’s ultimatum was not 
unexpected. 

German media have reported 
that the U.S. was poised to ter¬ 
minate the deal in Brussels this 
week, but a last-minute agree¬ 
ment between President Donald 
Trump and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel resulted in a plan 
to delay the decision in hopes of a 
breakthrough with Moscow. 

Stoltenberg said abolishing the 
treaty would be a “big setback” 
for European security. 

“We call on Russia to return 
urgently to full and verifiable 
compliance with the INF treaty. 
It is now up to Russia to preserve 
the INF treaty,” he said. 

Russia, meanwhile, has denied 
that it is in violation of the missile 


agreement. 

Moscow says it will consider 
military countermeasures should 
Washington follow through with 
its plan to quit the treaty. 

Before the NATO meeting, 
Pompeo on Tuesday delivered a 
wide-ranging speech in Brussels 
that alleged international treaty 
violations by Russia, China and 
Iran. He said allies need to rec¬ 
ognize when such agreements no 
longer work. 

“Even our European friends 
sometimes say we’re not acting 
in the free world’s interest. This 
is just plain 
wrong,” 
Pompeo 
said. “We 
are acting 
to preserve, 
protect and 
advance an 
open, just, 
transpar¬ 
ent and free 
world of sov¬ 
ereign states. 
This project will require actual, 
not pretend, restoration of the lib¬ 
eral order among nations.” 

Pompeo also planned to urge 
NATO allies to take a tougher 
stance against Russia after last 
week’s attack on Ukrainian 
vessels. 

In talks with allies and Ukrai¬ 
nian officials at NATO headquar¬ 
ters, Pompeo planned to call on 
Europeans to “show leadership 
in tackling a problem that’s in 
Europe’s own backyard,” a se¬ 
nior State Department official 
told reporters Monday en route to 
Brussels, according to an official 
transcript. 

After an afternoon meeting 
of alliance foreign ministers 
and Ukrainian officials, no new 
NATO countermeasures were an¬ 
nounced in response to Russia’s 
attack on three Ukrainian ships 
in the Sea of Azov. 

Stoltenberg said allies were 
united in condemning Russia’s 
actions, have built up in the Black 
Sea region over several years and 
will assess whether more needs to 
be done going forward. 

“We will continue to assess our 
presence in the region,” Stolten¬ 
berg said. 

So far, it is unclear what the U.S. 
and NATO could do in response 
to Russia’s aggressive actions in 
Ukraine and around the Black 
Sea, but the U.S. official suggest¬ 
ed that actions are in the works. 

For its part, the U.S. has provid¬ 
ed lethal military aid to Ukraine 
during the past year. In Brussels, 
the U.S. could ask allies to take 
similar action. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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City settles case 
against 'Norfolk 4' 


By Alan Suderman 
and Alanna Durkin Richer 

Associated. Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — The city 
of Norfolk has agreed to pay $4.9 
million to four former sailors 
who were wrongly convicted of a 
woman’s rape and murder based 
on intimidating police interroga¬ 
tions. A copy of the settlement 
agreement for the “Norfolk Four” 
was obtained by The Associated 
Press. 

The state also has agreed to pay 
$3.5 million. 

The payments close out a de- 
cadeslong case that drew wide¬ 
spread attention as the men’s 
innocence claims were backed by 
dozens of former FBI agents, ex¬ 
prosecutors and crime novelist 
John Grisham. 

“These guys can now put all 
this behind them and try to re¬ 
coup their lives,” said Tony Troy, 
a lawyer who represented one of 
the sailors. 

The men — Eric Wilson, Danial 
Williams, Joseph Dick and Derek 
Tice — were pardoned by then- 
Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
lastyear in the 1997 rape and mur¬ 
der of Michelle Moore-Bosko. 

Moore-Bosko’s husband found 
her stabbed and strangled body 
in their apartment in July of that 
year after returning from a week 
at sea. 

Williams, who lived in the same 
building, was quickly identified as 
a suspect because a neighbor told 
police he had a crush on the vic¬ 
tim. Williams admitted to her rape 
and murder — the first of a series 
of confessions that the men, then 
sailors at the Naval base in Nor¬ 
folk, say were forced by police. 

DNA evidence matched only 
one person: Omar Ballard, the 
fifth man convicted in the case. 
Ballard, who pleaded guilty in 
2000, acknowledged he was solely 
responsible and is serving a life 
sentence. 

The Norfolk Four have said they 
cracked after they were threat¬ 
ened with the death penalty and 
repeatedly called liars. One of the 
men recalled a detective shoving 
him into a corner and showing 
him a picture of Moore-Bosko’s 
bloody body. The confessions 


conflicted with one another. Bal¬ 
lard’s account was the only one 
containing information matching 
the crime scene. 

The detective who questioned 
them, Robert Glenn Ford, was 
convicted in 2011 of extortion 
and lying to the FBI in unrelated 
cases. 

In vacating some of the Nor¬ 
folk Four’s convictions, a federal 
judge once declared that “no sane 
human being” could find them 
guilty. 

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam 
approved legislation earlier this 
year that gives the men $3.5 mil¬ 
lion in state funds contingent on 
them resolving claims against the 
city. 

Sen. Scott Surovell, a spon¬ 
sor the legislation, said he was 
pleased that the city agreed to 
settle rather than fight the men. 

“Justice was long overdue for 
these four. What happened to 
them was outrageous and under¬ 
mines faith in our criminal jus¬ 
tice system,” he said. “Hopefully, 
this settlement will help ensure 
this never happens again.” 

The settlement with the city was 
finalized a month ago but had not 
been previously made public. A 
city spokeswoman referred ques¬ 
tions to City Attorney Bernard 
Pishko, who did not immediately 
return requests for comment. 

The false convictions took a 
heavy toll on the four men, in¬ 
cluding lengthy prison terms and 
years as registered sex offenders. 

Wilson, who was wrongly con¬ 
victed of rape, said it took an at¬ 
torney and $10,000 to persuade 
a board to grant him an electri¬ 
cian’s license and that he was 
blocked from working on certain 
properties, such as schools, and 
barred from city parks. 

He also said his son was run out 
of his Cub Scout troop because 
other parents didn’t want Wilson 
around. 

Steve Northup, an attorney for 
Wilson, called the city’s payout 
“generous.” 

“It doesn’t restore the 20 years of 
his life that Eric lost... but never¬ 
theless it helps, and we’re pleased 
and our clients are pleased with 
the compensation we were able to 
secure for them,” he said. 


Naval Academy board hears about sea-level rise 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The sea 
level in Annapolis is predicted 
to rise between 0.6 and 3.6 feet 
by 2050, a U.S. Naval Academy 
oceanography professor said 
Monday in a briefing about an ad¬ 
visory council helping the river¬ 
side academy make decisions on 
flood-related matters. 

Professor Gina Henderson 
told the academy’s Board of Visi¬ 
tors that a road on the academy’s 
grounds has been closed 38 times 
so far this year because of flood¬ 
ing, the most it has been closed 
since the academy has kept track. 

The board, which includes mem¬ 


bers of Congress, acts like a board 
of trustees at a civilian college. 

“This nuisance flooding is only 
increasing, and it does affect op¬ 
erations here on the Yard,” Hen¬ 
derson said. 

Henderson, who is the co¬ 
chairwoman of the academy’s 
Sea Level Rise Advisory Council, 
said the panel has been working 
to leverage expertise at the acad¬ 
emy to help prepare for future 
flooding from sea-level rise. The 
council was formed in 2015 to 
help plan. 

From The Associated Press 



Field training exercise 


Chief Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician Alex Kaye, assigned to the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Unit, observes an iRobot 310 small unmanned ground vehicle simulating setting a charge on a 
training drone for a field training exercise at Naval Base Guam on Tuesday. 


Botswana to host 2019 conference 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — U.S. Army Africa’s premier 
event, a conference of Africa’s army chiefs, will be 
held next year in Botswana, one of the continent’s 
most stable democracies. 

Now in its seventh year, the African Land Forces 
Summit will be held in June in the southern African 
nation’s capital of Gaborone. 

The conference is attended by land force chiefs 
from across Africa with the aim of discussing best 
practices for counterterrorism, humanitarian relief 
and other shared challenges. 

Last year, some 40 African officials attended, as 
did representatives from allied nations in Europe 
and South America. 

The conference comes at a time when U.S. Africa 
Command, USARAF’s higher command, is plan¬ 
ning cuts in special operations troops and missions 
in Africa as the U.S. defense posture has shifted 
from fighting terrorism to threats posed by Russia 
and China. 

According to the plan, the roughly 1,200 special op¬ 
erations troops on missions in Africa would be cut by 
25 percent over 18 months and 50 percent over three 
years, The New York Times reported in August. 

The conference, which planners say brings more 
than $1 million to hosting countries, is seen as el¬ 
evating their prestige. 

Countries are chosen based on several factors. 

“Location is selected based on current and de¬ 
sired U.S. relations and interests in the region ... to 
include future and ongoing security cooperation ac¬ 
tivities,” USARAF spokesman Col. Ryan Dillon said 
in an email. 


Additional considerations include the host nation’s 
military capacity, as well as security, transportation 
and conference space, Dillon said. 

This year the conference was held in Abuja, Nige¬ 
ria, the most populous and powerful country in West 
Africa, which has for years been engaged in a battle 
against Boko Haram, the Islamist insurgents that 
have terrorized the Lake Chad region. 

The Botswana Defense Force is regarded as high¬ 
ly professional. Its missions include anti-poaching, 
disaster response and peacekeeping. 

It is rated as the least corrupt country in Africa by 
Transparency International, and the United Nations 
ranks it among the top countries in Africa in terms 
of human development measures. 

However, it also has significant challenges. Bo¬ 
tswana has the third-highest HIV/AIDS prevalence 
rate in the world, at about 22 percent. 

Botswana was also the first country to condemn 
President Donald Trump’s reported slur of African 
nations in January as “shithole countries.” 

“The government of Botswana is wondering why 
President Trump must use this descriptor and de¬ 
rogatory word when talking about countries with 
whom the U.S. has had cordial and mutually benefi¬ 
cial bilateral relations for so many years,” Botswana 
said in a statement at the time. The statement added 
that “we view the utterances by the current Ameri¬ 
can President as highly irresponsible, reprehensible 
and racist.” 

Trump later denied using the phrase during a 
meeting with lawmakers on immigration, though 
Democrats and Republican Sen. Jeff Flake, of Ari¬ 
zona, insisted that he did. 
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Frustration boils over at hearing on Afghanistan 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Echoing re¬ 
cent remarks from a top U.S. gen¬ 
eral, several senators expressed 
frustration Tuesday that the war 
in Afghanistan, now in its 18th 
year, remains a stalemate for U.S. 
forces. 

“We’ve been at it 17 years; 
17 years is a long time,” a vis¬ 
ibly frustrated Sen. Gary Peters, 
D-Mich., said during a Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
hearing. “What are we doing 
differently when it comes to the 
Afghan security forces that we 
haven’t done for 17 years while 
being focused on this?” 

The comments were part of a 
hearing for nominees to lead Cen¬ 
tral Command and Special Opera¬ 
tions Command, which recently 
suffered a rash of servicemember 
deaths. Last week, two Green Be¬ 
rets and an Air Force combat con¬ 
troller died in a blast that struck a 
convoy of U.S. and Afghan forces 
in central Afghanistan. On Sun¬ 
day, an Army infantryman died of 


his wounds from that same explo¬ 
sion in a hospital in Germany. 

Army Lt. Gen. Richard Clarke, 
nominee for the SOCOM job, said 
the Taliban has 60,000 fighters, 
a much higher number than has 
been estimated by the military in 
the past. Clarke had initially testi¬ 
fied the Taliban was 20,000 strong 
and corrected himself during 
Tuesday’s hearing. 

Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told an audience last month 
during a security conference in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, that Af¬ 
ghanistan’s status has not changed 
much from last year, when it was 
at a “stalemate.” The concerns 
come more than a year into Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s new Af¬ 
ghanistan strategy to boost U.S. 
forces there. 

“The stalemate is disappoint¬ 
ing,” said Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., 
who was at the Halifax meeting. 

Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Kenneth 
F. McKenzie Jr., nominee for the 
CENTCOM job, agreed Tuesday 
with Dunford that Afghanistan re¬ 
mains at a stalemate, but contends 


new efforts are now in play. 

In response to Peters’ question, 
McKenzie noted he and his son, 
Kenneth Ray McKenzie, a Naval 
Academy graduate who served 
as a Marine Corps infantry offi¬ 
cer and now 


I f works in the 

We ve private sec- 

been at it tor ’ were both 

1/ years, twice to 

17 years Afghanistan. 

- „ . “Senator, I 

IS a long understand 

time. J your frustra- 

_ _ tion,” he said. 

Se pSrc “We are doing 

r7®, things signifi- 

D ' Mlch - cantly differ¬ 

ent with the 
Afghan Security Forces. They are 
doing the fighting. Americans are 
still at risk, and as we saw tragi¬ 
cally last week, Americans are 
still going to go into harm’s way, 
and some of them may die. But we 
are no longer doing the fighting. 
They are doing the fighting. They 
are doing it imperfectly, but they 
are doing it with our assistance.” 


McKenzie said a political settle¬ 
ment, which could entail peace 
talks with the Taliban, is a key 
new strategy in Afghanistan. He 
also warned the United States 
should not withdraw from the 
country precipitously — as it has 
done before — since the Afghan 
Security Forces are not yet able 
to defend themselves. And it’s not 
clear when that will happen, ei¬ 
ther, McKenzie said. 

“I don’t know how long it will 
take,” he said. “I do know that 
we’re working it very hard. I do 
know that they are making im¬ 
provements. I do know that today 
it would be very difficult for them 
to survive without our and our co¬ 
alition partners’ assistance. And 
we should remember that NATO 
and other nations are with us on 
the ground in Afghanistan.” 

McKenzie, who would replace 
outgoing Army Gen. Joseph Votel 
at CENTCOM, acknowledged the 
recent deaths of several soldiers 
in Afghanistan and the pass¬ 
ing of Vice Adm. Scott Stearney, 
who was found dead in his quar¬ 
ters Saturday in Bahrain. No foul 


play is suspected in the death of 
Stearney. 

“CENTCOM remains a danger¬ 
ous, dangerous theater of war, and 
we have seen the cost as recently 
as last week,” McKenzie said. “I 
am certainly mindful of the bur¬ 
den we have borne in the past and, 
unfortunately, we will continue to 
bear.” 

SOCOM nominee Clarke, 
echoed McKenzie’s remarks 
Tuesday, detailing the global 
threats that remain a concern for 
the U.S. military. Clarke is slated 
to replace outgoing Army Gen. 
Raymond Thomas. 

“Our world continues to evolve 
and increase in complexity while 
violent extremism persists, chal¬ 
lenging regional stability and 
threatening our interests,” Clarke 
said. This, as “near-peer com¬ 
petitors grow in capability and 
intent to contest our vital national 
interests.” 


Stars and Stripes Reporters Corey 
Dickstein and Chad Garland contrib¬ 
uted to this report 
grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Army Ranger dog killed in Afghanistan saved soldiers’ lives 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A U.S. 
military working dog was killed 
during a recent clash in Afghani¬ 
stan in which an American soldier 
also died, military officials con¬ 
firmed Tuesday after the dog’s 
unofficial biography began circu¬ 
lating on social media. 

The dog, named Maiko, and Sgt. 
Leandro A.S. Jasso — who was 
assigned to the 75th Ranger Reg¬ 
iment’s 2nd Battalion and whose 
death was previously reported 
— were fatally wounded during a 
raid against al-Qaida militants in 
southern Nimruz province on Nov. 
24, military officials said. Jasso 
was not Maiko’s handler. 

The 7-year-old dog was leading 
Rangers into a compound when 
at least one militant fired at him, 
revealing the militant’s position, 
which the Rangers then targeted, 
according to a biography of the 
dog. 

“The actions of Maiko directly 
saved the life of his handler... and 
other Rangers involved during the 
clearance,” the biography says. 

A spokesman for the 75th Rang¬ 
er Regiment at Fort Benning, 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Air Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, 
a Pentagon spokeswoman, said the 
services will begin sending the re¬ 
cruits to training this week. They 
will be placed in available slots, and 
the services will have to consider 
factors such as their needs and pro¬ 
spective recruits’ preferences. 

The injunction eases pressure on 
a group of prospective troops that 
the Pentagon has long recruited, 
pitching self-betterment and, in 
some cases, a chance at U.S. citizen- 


Ga., said they were still trying to 
determine who released the un¬ 
authorized biography for the mul¬ 
tipurpose canine, but said it was 
accurate. 

The biography and what pur¬ 
ported to be a photo of the Dutch- 
born dog were first published by 
the popular Facebook page U.S. 
Army WTF Moments. A rep¬ 
resentative of the site declined 
to say how they had gotten the 
materials. 

Jasso died from injuries sus¬ 
tained during the same operation. 
Preliminary reports indicated his 
death was caused by Afghan forc¬ 
es who accidently shot him during 
a close-quarter firefight against 
“one of multiple barricaded al- 
Qaida shooters,” the military said 
in a statement last week. 

Like many of his human coun¬ 
terparts, Maiko had served mul¬ 
tiple tours in Afghanistan — six 
in total — and conducted over 50 
Ranger-led raids, the biography 
says. He had the most training 
and combat experience of any 
dog with the battalion at the time 
of his death. 

“Rest assured, Maiko never 
backed down from a fight with 
the enemy, training or combat,” 


ship. About 18,000 U.S. troops were 
green-card holders at the begin¬ 
ning of the Trump administration, 
and about 5,000 joined the military 
each year before the stricter policy, 
Pentagon officials have said. 

Gleason told Stars and Stripes 
that there are 20,000 non-U.S. citi¬ 
zens on active duty. 

Gleason also clarified that the 
directive does not impact members 
of the Military Accessions Vital to 
National Interest, or MAVNI, pro¬ 
gram, which was a specific pro- 



in Jl/Twitter 


Along with Sgt. Leandro A.S. 
Jasso, multipurpose canine 
Maiko was killed in action on 
Nov. 24 in Afghanistan. 

the biography says. “He embodied 
what it means to be a Ranger.” 

Hundreds of dogs have been 
used to support troops in Afghani¬ 
stan since the U.S. arrived in 2001 


gram for non-citizens in the U.S. on 
student or work visas who were eli¬ 
gible for military services because 
of their language or medical skills 
and were promised a fast-track to 
citizenship. MAVNI recruits are 
still facing a lengthy backlog for 
enhanced background security 
checks instituted in late 2016. 

Some military officials have 
raised concerns internally that 
the growing backlog of green-card 
holders could present problems 
for a military always in need of 


to oust the Taliban from power. 
They are trained for a variety of 
tasks, including detecting explo¬ 
sives and apprehending combat¬ 
ants. About 1,600 dogs are either 
in the field or helping veterans, the 
military has said. 

While many dogs are trained 
for a specific task, multipurpose 
canines like Maiko are highly 
skilled and must undergo a rig¬ 
orous selection process, like the 
Rangers they assist. Maiko had 
been trained in patrolling, track¬ 
ing, bomb detection and appre¬ 
hension functions and had used 
these skills on several occasions, 
including clearing buildings. 

Maiko, who had worked with 
five Ranger handlers over his 
career, was remembered for his 
“rock-solid consistency” and for¬ 
giving nature. 

“There was not a day that passed 
where he was not 100 percent 
committed to giving everything 
he had, regardless of how hot it 
was, how long the [operation] was 
or how many buildings needed to 
be cleared,” the biography says. 

The document described the 
loss as devastating but said the 
results of Maiko’s willingness to 
operate without regard for his own 


new troops. The directive, which 
was obtained by The Washington 
Post, was issued two days after a 
reporter began asking military of¬ 
ficials last week about the glut of 
potential recruits waiting to train 
and whether it was complying with 
the injunction. 

The green-card holders originate 
from many countries with which 
the United States has friendly rela¬ 
tions, with lawful permanent resi¬ 
dents from the Philippines making 
up the largest number. 


well-being were tangible. 

“It is an empty kennel, husbands 
coming home to their wives, kids 
getting to see their fathers once 
more and Rangers getting to live 
to fight another day,” it says. 



Military Discounts on all flights 
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Military ID-Card holders & family 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


US envoy in Pakistan for talks about Taliban 


Insurgents seem to be in no hurry for peace 


Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — The U.S. spe¬ 
cial envoy tasked with finding a 
negotiated end to the war in Af¬ 
ghanistan met with Pakistan’s 
foreign secretary, security and 
army officials Tuesday to discuss 
how to bring the Taliban to peace 
talks, officials said. 

The visit by Zalmay Khalil- 
zad came a day after President 
Donald Trump wrote a letter to 
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, seeking his cooperation. 
Khalilzad was also expected to 
meet with Khan. 

The U.S. Embassy did not 
share any details about the talks, 
and Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Mohammad Faisal, 
said only that the two sides held 
detailed discussions on peace and 
a political settlement in neighbor¬ 
ing Afghanistan. 


It was unclear how long Khalil¬ 
zad would stay in Pakistan. 

According to the State Depart¬ 
ment, the U.S. special envoy will 
also travel to Afghanistan, Rus¬ 
sia, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Belgium, the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates and Qatar in stepped-up ef¬ 
forts to find a peaceful end to the 
Afghan War. 

Washington and Kabul have 
long accused Islamabad of turn¬ 
ing a blind eye to the Afghan Tal¬ 
iban, whose leadership is based in 
Pakistan. Islamabad has always 
denied the allegations, pointing to 
its efforts to combat homegrown 
extremists who have carried 
out hundreds of attacks inside 
Pakistan. 

On Monday, Khan told report¬ 
ers that his government will do 
whatever is possible to ensure 
peace in Afghanistan. 


The Washington Post 

KABUL—Everyone, it seems, 
is pushing for peace in Afghani¬ 
stan these days. 

President Donald Trump’s 
special envoy is racing around 
the region trying to drum up 
support for talks with the in¬ 
surgent Taliban. The Russians, 
eager to get into the act, have 
hosted a conference on the issue. 
The Pakistanis, long accused of 
abetting the insurgents, insist 
they want to help end the war. 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
hopes to win re-election in April 
as the man who brought peace to 
his country after 17 years. 

The Taliban, however, seems 


to be in no hurry at all. 

Last week, when Ghani laid 
out his upbeat vision of a “road 
map” to peace at a conference in 
Geneva, the response from the 
insurgents was scathing. They 
dismissed his government as a 
“powerless” foreign puppet and 
any discussion with its officials as 
a “waste of time.” They said they 
were waging a holy war against 
American “invaders” and would 
negotiate only with them. 

The insurgents reacted with 
the same dismissive scorn sev¬ 
eral days ago when U.S. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis told a con¬ 
ference in California that the 
Trump administration wanted to 
solve the conflict without agree¬ 


ing to withdraw troops. 

“The valiant Afghan Muslim 
nation is absolutely determined 
to force the occupying American 
forces out of Afghanistan,” Tal¬ 
iban officials declared in an on¬ 
line message. “We will not tire.” 
The option of whether to with¬ 
draw troops, the group added, 
will not be “chosen by American 
generals.” 

The triumphalist tone of these 
broadsides was not new. But cou¬ 
pled with the insurgents’ intensi¬ 
fying campaign of violence since 
a brief truce in June, it seemed to 
signal a hardening resistance to 
negotiations, rather than a boast¬ 
ful opening gambit. 


Ghani orders investigation into 
alleged abuse of female athletes 



Fabrice Coffrini, Pool/AP 


Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, shown last week at a United Nations 
conference in Geneva, has ordered an investigation into the reported 
abuse of members of the national women’s soccer team. 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghan President Ashraf Ghani on 
Tuesday ordered an investigation 
after the Guardian reported that 
members of the national women’s 
soccer team were sexually and 
physically abused by men from 
the country’s football federation. 

The report in the British news¬ 
paper Friday cited senior fig¬ 
ures associated with the team as 
saying the abuse took place at 
the federation’s headquarters in 
Kabul and at a training camp in 
Jordan last February. 

The Guardian also cited 
Khalida Popal, a former head of 
women’s soccer in the Afghani¬ 
stan Football Federation who was 


forced to flee the country in 2016 
and seek asylum in Denmark, as 
saying that her own investigation 
uncovered physical and sexual 
abuse, death threats and rape. 

Ghani described the report as 
“shocking to all Afghans,” the 
presidential palace said. On Mon¬ 
day night, he met with officials 
from the Afghan National Olym¬ 
pic Committee, sportsmen and 
sportswomen, and pledged au¬ 
thorities would “conduct a thor¬ 
ough investigation into this.” 

Attorney General Farid Hame- 
di promised a transparent probe. 

“I would like to assert in front 
of our athletes, the president and 
people of Afghanistan that we will 
proceed with this investigation 


transparently, justly and compre¬ 
hensively,” said Hamedi. 

Sayed Alireza Aqazada, AFF’s 
secretary-general, denied the al¬ 
legations in the Guardian report, 
saying they were “all baseless 
and untrue.” Hafizullah Wali Ra- 
himi, president of Afghanistan’s 
Olympic committee, told local 
media that such allegations were 
not new and that there had been 
similar complaints in the past. 

“Even if mere allegations (of 
abuse) cause our people to stop 
sending their sons and daughters 
to sports, we need to act imme¬ 
diately,” said Ghani. “We have 
to have a framework in place to 
mitigate such incidents in our 
sports.” 

Danish sportswear brand Hum¬ 


mel canceled its sponsorship of 
the Afghan team last month, call¬ 
ing for new leadership of the soc¬ 
cer federation. It said the decision 
was made after “allegations of se¬ 


vere mental, physical and sexual 
abuse as well as documentation 
of new contracts stripping female 
players of basic human rights was 
presented to the company.” 


UN aid chief: Yemen talks not an ‘easy or rapid process’ 


Associated Press 

GENEVA — The U.N. humanitarian aid 
chief says he doesn’t expect an “easy or 
rapid process” in peace talks set to begin 
later this week aimed at ending Yemen’s 
devastating civil war. 

Mark Lowcock, head of the world body’s 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitar¬ 
ian Affairs, spoke to The Associated Press 
on Monday after laying out the organiza¬ 
tion’s 2019 humanitarian appeal. 

OCHA says $21.9 billion is needed next 
year for food, shelter, health care, educa¬ 
tion, protection and other assistance world¬ 
wide. It predicts nearly 132 million people 
in 42 countries will need assistance. 

The worst humanitarian crisis is in 
Yemen, where the government and a 
Saudi-led coalition have been locked in 
a largely stalemated war with the Iran- 
aligned Houthi rebels since March 2015. 
The fighting has claimed tens of thousands 
of lives and pushed the country to the brink 
of famine. 

Lowcock said the “onus” in the peace 
talks is on Yemen’s government and the 


Houthi rebels to “take this seriously and 
act in a responsible way.” 

The two sides are set to meet later this 
week following a series of confidence¬ 
building mea- 

rf 1Af x ._ x _ sures. About 50 

wounded rebel 
fighters were 
flown to Oman 
for treatment on 
Monday, meet¬ 
ing a key Houthi 
demand. 

On Tuesday, 
Abdul-Qader 
el-Murtaza, a 
rebel official, 
said the gov¬ 
ernment and 
David Miliband the coalition 
International Rescue have agreed 
Committee president to a U.N.-bro- 


It’s time for 
world leaders 
to listen to their 
constituents 
and help end 
the unmitigated 
suffering of 
the Yemeni 
people . f 


kered prisoner 
exchange ap¬ 
proved by the Houthis. 

Houthi delegates flew to Stockholm 
from Yemen’s rebel-held capital, Sanaa, on 


Tuesday. Other rebel delegates were ex¬ 
pected to travel to Sweden from Oman on 
Wednesday. The U.N. says both sides have 
agreed to attend the talks. 

David Miliband, president of the Inter¬ 
national Rescue Committee, on Tuesday 
urged the U.S. and Britain to use their 
influence as military supporters of the 
Saudi-led coalition to “encourage mean¬ 
ingful dialogue in these talks.” 

“It’s time for world leaders to listen to 
their constituents and help end the unmiti¬ 
gated suffering of the Yemeni people,” he 
said in a statement. 

A survey commissioned by the IRC 
found that 75 percent of Americans oppose 
U.S. weapons sales to Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, a leading member 
of the coalition. 

The YouGov survey showed that 82 per¬ 
cent believe Congress should vote to end or 
decrease arms sales to the two Gulf Arab 
countries. 

YouGov surveyed 1,168 respondents 
online from Nov. 7 to Nov. 9. The poll had 
a margin of error of 3.3 percent, the IRC 
said. 



Salvatore Di Nolfi, Keystone/AP 


Mark Lowcock, U.N. under-secretary- 
general for Humanitarian Affairs, holds 
a report about the organization’s 2019 
humanitarian appeal during a press 
conference in Geneva on Tuesday. 
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VA reverses course 
on Gl Bill payments 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — After De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs of¬ 
ficials admitted the agency had 
no plans to retroactively pay 
some student veterans who are 
likely to receive incorrect hous¬ 
ing stipends during the next year, 
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie re¬ 
versed course, saying every un¬ 
derpaid GI Bill recipient will get 
what they are due. 

The statement from Wilkie on 
Thursday night was met with 
skepticism from lawmakers, but 
as of Monday, some Republican 
lawmakers and veterans groups 
had spoken to the VA and believed 
all veterans would get paid. Some 
Democrats remained doubtful. 

The incorrect payments that 
could be made during the next 
year are a result of setbacks in 
implementing a new “Forever” 
GI Bill — a mqjor expansion of 
veterans’ education benefits that 
Congress passed last year. 

Part of the new GI Bill changed 
how veterans’ housing allowanc¬ 
es are calculated — they’re now 
supposed to be based on where 
veterans take classes, rather 
than defaulting to their school’s 
main campus. The change was 
supposed to have been made by 
Aug. 1, but information technol¬ 
ogy problems have now set back 
implementation to Dec. 1, 2019. 

The affected veterans should 
be getting paid larger housing sti¬ 
pends because their location has 
a higher cost of living than where 
their school is based. For example, 
a student attending a University 
of Pennsylvania campus in San 
Francisco will receive a Philadel¬ 
phia rate for their housing allow¬ 
ances during the next year rather 
than the San Francisco rate, which 
would be much higher. 

“We did talk to the VA, and 
they’re doing what we’ve asked,” 
said Tanya Ang, director of policy 
and outreach for Veterans Educa¬ 
tion Success, a nonprofit that ad¬ 
vocates for education programs 
for veterans. “That is, to make 
sure students who made decisions 
to go to a certain campus based 
on the housing allowance they 
thought they were going to get 
would indeed get that money.” 

That wasn’t the VA’s position 
Thursday at a House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs subcommit¬ 
tee hearing, at which Undersec¬ 
retary of Benefits Paul Lawrence 
reluctantly acknowledged the 
VA didn’t have plans to pay that 
group of veterans. 

The reasoning, Lawrence said, 
was the burden to schools and the 
amount of claims it could add to 
the VA workload. It remains un¬ 
known how many veterans could 
be affected and how much money 
they might be owed. 

“We also have to think about the 
broad veteran population and de¬ 
termine whether it yields any ben¬ 
efits or just work,” Lawrence said. 

Later Thursday, Wilkie issued a 
statement overriding Lawrence’s 
comments. 

“We will work with lawmak¬ 


ers to ensure that — once VA is 
in a position to process education 
claims in accordance with the new 
law — each and every beneficiary 
will receive retroactively the exact 
benefits to which they are entitled 
under that law,” he said. 

A spokeswoman for the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
described the statement as “un¬ 
ambiguous.” Rep Phil Roe, R- 
Tenn., the committee chairman 
who pressed Lawrence on the 
issue Thursday, said Wilkie was 
“doing right by veterans.” 

“I am encouraged to know that 
our student veterans will receive 
what they earned, despite the 
burden it may place on VA to do 
so,” Roe said in the statement. 

Student Veterans of America, 
which has been monitoring prob¬ 
lems with the GI Bill this semes¬ 
ter, believes Wilkie’s statement 
clears up the confusion. 

SVA and Veterans Education 
Success now have questions, 
though, about how the VA will 
handle the workload next Decem¬ 
ber. This semester, thousands of 
veterans experienced delays in 
receiving their monthly housing 
stipends while the VA worked to 
fix IT errors. 

“There are still a couple of 
outstanding questions on the spe¬ 
cifics of the new path forward, 
which should be answered as VA 
provides more details on how they 
will proceed,” Lauren Augustine, 
SVA vice president of government 
affairs, said in a statement. “The 
most important being what re¬ 
sources, either money or manpow¬ 
er, does VA need to process these 
retroactive payments effectively?” 

Confusion last week about the 
retroactive payments prompted 
a barrage of letters from angry 
lawmakers, insisting the VA re¬ 
imburse all underpaid veterans. 
Even with Wilkie’s statement 
Thursday, some of those lawmak¬ 
ers, particularly Democrats, still 
want answers. 

Rep. Tim Walz, D-Minn., the 
ranking Democrat on the House 
VA committee, wasn’t satisfied 
with the statement, said Griffin 
Anderson, his communications 
director. Anderson noted the 
VA hadn’t been clear previously 
about who would get paid, and 
Lawrence acknowledged having 
no plans to reimburse some vet¬ 
erans only after the question had 
been asked repeatedly by mul¬ 
tiple lawmakers. 

“The constant obfuscation calls 
the legitimacy of Wilkie’s state¬ 
ment into question,” Anderson 
said. “House Democrats want 
Secretary Wilkie to say loud and 
clear that VA will make GI Bill 
beneficiaries under Section 107 of 
the Forever GI Bill whole.” Sec¬ 
tion 107 is the portion of the new 
GI Bill that changes calculations 
for veterans’ housing allowances. 

House Democrats, led by Walz 
and Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif., 
sent a letter to Wilkie on Friday 
seeking straightforward answers. 
They asked for a response by Dec. 
14. 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
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GEORGE H.W. BUSH 1924-2018 


Tribute: 41st president 
remembered for 'his 
service to country’ 



Photos by Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


People pay their respects to former President George H.W. Bush in the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol on 
Monday night. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The tribute to Bush, who died 
Friday in Houston, drew togeth¬ 
er congressional leaders, White 
House officials, other Washing¬ 
ton politicians, family and friends 
for the beginning of a weeklong 
set of events to honor the former 
president. 

“Throughout his life of service, 
President Bush personified grace. 
His character was second to none,” 
said outgoing House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis. “He was the first 
president I had the chance to vote 
for. And he was the first president 
to teach me that in a Democracy 
sometimes you fall short. And that 
how you handle that is just as im¬ 
portant as how you win.” 

Vice President Mike Pence was 
also among the elected officials 
in attendance at the lying in state 
ceremony and spoke in tribute to 
Bush’s legacy, which stretched be¬ 
yond politics. 

“He was a good man... who was 
devoted to his wife and family,” 
Pence said of Bush, whose wife, 
former first lady Barbara Bush, 
died in April. 

Some speakers focused on 
Bush’s connection to the military, 
from leading America into the 
Gulf War in 1990 to his own ser¬ 
vice in World War II and his abil¬ 
ity to connect with troops in the 
years that followed. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., talked of 
Bush’s days as a Navy pilot, when 
on Sept. 2,1944, the then-20-year- 
old lieutenant saw his plane hit on 
a bombing mission. Through the 



President Donald Trump and 
first lady Melania Trump pay 
their respects. 


fire and smoke, Bush remained 
steady at the controls and contin¬ 
ued to pilot the plane. Eventually, 
he was forced to bail out of the 
aircraft and drifted in a raft for 
four hours in waters of the Pacific 
Ocean until he was rescued. 

That steady resolve fueled his 
future leadership throughout vari¬ 
ous government posts and as com¬ 
mander in chief, McConnell said. 

“George Bush was just a teen¬ 
ager when he volunteered for 
military service and became the 
Navy’s youngest aviator,” he said. 
“With his even temperament and 
hard-won expertise, George Her¬ 
bert Walker Bush steered this 
country as straight as he steered 
that airplane. He kept us flying 
high and challenged us to fly high¬ 
er still.” 

Among Bush family members 
in attendance for Monday’s cer¬ 
emony were son and former 43rd 
President George W. Bush with his 


wife and former first lady Laura, 
and son, former Florida Gov. and 
one-time presidential candidate 
Jeb Bush. 

They led a procession at the 
closing of the ceremony encircl¬ 
ing the casket for the late presi¬ 
dent. They did not speak during 
the ceremony. 

Later Monday night, President 
Donald Trump, who has been crit¬ 
ical of the Bush family, and first 
lady Melania Trump paid their re¬ 
spects to Bush at the Capitol sepa¬ 
rate from the official ceremony. 

Trump arrived in the midst of 
the public visitation hours, halt¬ 
ing the line for a few minutes as 
he and his wife visited the Capitol 
Rotunda. 

Public visitation hours began at 
7:30 p.m. and were slated to con¬ 
tinue until Wednesday at 8:45 a.m. 
A funeral service is slated for Bush 
at Washington National Cathedral 
on Wednesday at 11 a.m. 

The Deanses were determined 
to visit the late president Monday 
because they hold high respect 
for the office, but particularly be¬ 


cause they’re “very huge believ¬ 
ers” in the Bushes, said Wanda 
Deans, 67. 

“They’ve always been very 
special to us,” she said. “They 
were both absolutely awesome 
... and very much supported the 
military.” 

That sentiment was echoed by 
several military veterans and ac¬ 
tive servicemembers who visited 
the Capitol on Monday. 

“It’s an honor to participate in 
things like this, to show our re¬ 
spect for presidents of the past,” 
said Navy Chief Ronald Ratliff, 
44, who works at the Capitol. “It 
was [Bush’s] kindness that stands 
out to me.” 

Richard Whelan, 56„ a retired 
Navy sailor from Brooklyn, N.Y., 
happened to be visiting family in 
Virginia when he decided Monday 
to come to the Capitol. 

“I served in Desert Storm ... 
I’m here out of respect,” Whelan 
said. Bush is remembered for “his 
modesty ... his service to country 
and encouraging people to serve.” 

Marine Corps Sgt. Tucker 


Gourneau, 31, from Texas, was 
drawn to the Capitol on Monday 
for similar reasons. 

“His military service and time 
as a Navy pilot” stand out, Gour¬ 
neau said. And “he played a tre¬ 
mendous role in the end of the 
Cold War.” 

Timothy and Tracy Hall drove 
for more than four hours Monday 
from Durham, N.C., with their 
three young sons, Peter, Stephen 
and Fritz. Retired Air Force Tech. 
Sgt. Timothy Hall, 54, and Tracy, 
49, home-school their sons and 
saw the trip as a historic learning 
opportunity for their children. 

“I served under both Bushes, 
which is pretty cool,” said Timothy 
Hall, who served during the Gulf 
War and then in Afghanistan. 

“President Bush was such a 
wonderful statesman,” Tracy 
Hall said. “He worked with 
everybody.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
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Emotional Bush cartoon went viral, touching even his family 



By Michael Cavna 
The Washington Post 

Marshall Ramsey was awak¬ 
ened by his wife late Friday night 
with the news: President George 
H.W. Bush had just died. Right 
away, Ramsey thought back to his 
idea. 

When former first lady Barbara 
Bush died in April, Ramsey — the 
editorial cartoonist for the Mis¬ 
sissippi Clarion Ledger — cre¬ 
ated a memorial illustration that 
went viral. Days later, when her 
husband of 73 years became ill, 
Ramsey began thinking about a 
companion cartoon to salute the 
former president. 

“But he’s tough as nails and 
bounced back,” Ramsey told The 
Washington Post. “So I just filed 
the idea away.” 

Until Friday night, when 
Ramsey learned the 41st presi¬ 
dent had died at age 94, according 
to Bush spokesman Jim McGrath. 

“I drew it as quickly as I could 
and then posted” it on social 
media, Ramsey said of the trib¬ 
ute. “It seems like I’ve [drawn] so 
many obituary cartoons this year 
— 2018 has been cruel. But since 
the last one was so well-received 


Marshall Ramsey’s cartoon 

by the Bush family and by parents 
who had lost children, I wanted to 
make sure this one was right.” 

This one was indeed right, 
based on swift public embrace of 
the work, which readers called 
“beautiful” and “touching.” The 
tribute cartoon in April pictured 
Barbara Bush in heaven, being re¬ 


united with her daughter Pauline 
Robinson “Robin” Bush, who died 
of leukemia in 1953. The Bush 
parents had called Robin’s death, 
at age 3, their greatest sorrow. 

In the new cartoon, George 
H.W. Bush, the former Navy pilot 
and World War II hero, has flown 
a TBM Avenger to the pearly 


gates to be reunited with wife and 
daughter. 

“I consider this cartoon and 
the Barbara Bush cartoon to be 
bookends,” said Ramsey, who was 
humbled by the praise that the 
cartoon drew — especially that 
of Jenna Bush Hager, the Bushes’ 
granddaughter. 

“This brought me such com¬ 
fort this morning,” Hager wrote 
Saturday on Facebook, with a 
shared image of the cartoon. “I 
had the opportunity to talk with 
my grandpa about the afterlife. 

“This is what he said: He an¬ 
swered without any hesitation. 
‘Yes, I think about it. I used to 
be afraid. I used to be scared 
of dying. I used to worry about 
death. But now in some ways I 
look forward to it.’ And I started 
crying. I managed to choke out, 
‘Well, why? What do you look for¬ 
ward to?’ And he said, ‘Well, when 
I die, I’m going to be reunited with 
these people that I’ve lost.’” 

When Hager asked her grand¬ 
father whom he hoped to see 
when reunited, she wrote that he 
replied, “I hope I see Robin, and I 
hope I see” Barbara.” 

The former president added, 
she wrote, that he hoped that upon 


this reunion, Robin would still be 
age 3 — “the little girl he held 
tightly: who spoke the phrase I 
have heard Gampy repeat for my 
entire life, forever knitting Rob¬ 
in’s voice into the tightly woven 
fabric of our family. ‘I love you 
more than tongue can tell.’” 

Hager’s Facebook update has 
been shared more than 40,000 
times and has received more than 
100,000 responses. 

“To read what Jenna wrote 
— let’s just say I’m honored be¬ 
yond words,” Ramsey told The 
Post. “Let’s put politics aside for a 
moment — the Bush family is re¬ 
markably kind and gracious.” 

Ramsey said about his cartoon 
honoring George H.W. Bush: “I 
wanted to incorporate his service 
to our country because, love or 
hate him, he served our country 
in about every capacity.” 

Three decades later, Ramsey 
appreciates the responses from 
such figures as Hager and 
McGrath. 

“But I also just got an email 
from a mother who shared her 
conversation with her dying 5- 
year-old about them reuniting in 
heaven,” Ramsey said. “Honestly, 
that moved me to tears.” 
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Military could face new demands in shutdown 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—The military 
might have to pick up the slack 
if a spat over President Donald 
Trump’s demands for border wall 
funding forces a partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown later this month. 

With the military funded into 
late 2019, the Defense Depart¬ 
ment might have to fill in the gaps 
for agencies that aren’t, such as 
the Department of Homeland 
Security, which includes the 
Transportation Security Admin¬ 
istration and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. 

The Defense Department, 
along with 75 percent of the gov¬ 
ernment, saw its fiscal year 2019 
budget approved earlier this year. 
But the remaining agencies are 
still awaiting approval for their 
spending plans. 

“If DHS had to scale back its 
activities on the border, DOD 
might have to step up its activi¬ 
ties,” said Mark Cancian, a se¬ 
nior adviser with the Washington 
think tank Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. For 
example, “if for some reason TSA 
had to reduce its operation ... you 
could imagine the military being 
ordered to support or conduct se¬ 
curity at airports.” 

A possible, partial shutdown 
slated for Friday could be delayed 
as a result of Washington ceremo¬ 
nies to honor former President 
George H.W. Bush. Trump has 

CIA head 
set to brief 
senators on 
Khashoggi 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — CIA Direc¬ 
tor Gina Haspel is expected to 
brief Senate leaders on the slay¬ 
ing of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi as senators weigh 
their next steps in possibly pun¬ 
ishing the longtime Middle East 
ally over the killing. 

The CIA director is set Tues¬ 
day to meet Republican and 
Democratic Senate leaders, as 
well as the chairmen and ranking 
senators on the key national se¬ 
curity committees. The visit was 
confirmed by a person familiar 
with the plans who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity to discuss the 
private session. 

Senators from both parties 
were upset that Haspel was not 
part of a recent closed-door ses¬ 
sion with top administration of¬ 
ficials about Khashoggi’s killing 
and the U.S. response. The brief¬ 
ing included Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis. 

Khashoggi was killed in the 
Saudi Consulate in Istanbul two 
months ago. The journalist, who 
had lived for a time in the U.S. 
and wrote for The Washington 


said he would approve a plan to 
push the funding deadline to Dec. 
21 as a result of a series of me¬ 
morials honoring Bush, who died 
Friday. 

House lawmakers introduced 
the two-week measure Monday, 
and the legislation was poised to 
win approval this week. However, 
Trump did not let up Tuesday 
on his demands for $5 billion in 
funding for the U.S.-Mexico bor¬ 
der wall. 

“Get it done!” Trump tweeted 
Tuesday morning, in addition 
to dubious claims that the wall 
would pay for itself or blaming 
massive U.S. financial losses on 
illegal immigration. 

This isn’t the first time that 
Trump has threatened a shut¬ 
down over massive funding for 
a border wall, but it’s been to no 
avail in past efforts. 

As a result, Cancian and other 
experts suggest the odds are low 
for a partial shutdown because 
both parties fear backlash from 
the public with such a move. 

“He threatens it every year,” 
Cancian said of Trump’s shut¬ 
down threats. So, “odds seem to 
be relatively low.” 

Other pundits are also betting 
against such a move, agreeing the 
political price remains too high. 
And a previous appropriations 
measure already included $1.6 
billion in border security fund¬ 
ing that has yet to be spent, some 
Trump critics have said. 

“We are dealing with Donald 



Timothy D. Easley/AP 


CIA Director Gina Haspel is set 
to brief Senate leaders on the 
slaying of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi in Turkey. 

Post, had been critical of the 
Saudi regime. He was killed in 
what U.S. officials have described 
as an elaborate plot as he vis¬ 
ited the consulate for marriage 
paperwork. 

U.S. intelligence officials have 
concluded that the Saudi crown 
prince, Mohammed bin Salman, 
must have at least known of the 
plot, but President Donald Trump 
has equivocated over who was to 
blame. Echoing Trump’s public 
comments on the killing, Pom¬ 
peo said after last week’s briefing 
with senators that there was “no 
direct reporting” connecting the 
crown prince to the murder. 

Questioned about Haspel’s ab¬ 
sence from last week’s briefing, 
a CIA spokesman said that the 
director had already briefed con¬ 
gressional leaders on Khashoggi 
and that no one was keeping her 
away. 


Trump, who is emotional and 
changeable in his intentions and 
actions. ... I would say it’s less 
than likely, but certainly possi¬ 
ble,” said Ben Friedman, a fellow 
for Defense Priorities, a right¬ 
leaning Washington think tank. 
“It sure seems like a political 
loser for the president.” 

Molly Reynolds, a governance 
studies fellow at the Brook¬ 
ings Institution, a liberal-lean¬ 
ing Washington think tank, also 
sees a small chance for a partial 
shutdown. 

“I continue to think that a shut¬ 
down is relatively unlikely. I ex¬ 
pect them to reach some sort of 
deal,” Reynolds said. But “if there 
is a partial shutdown, the military 
will be largely unaffected.” 

Andrew Sherbo, a University 
of Denver finance professor who 
has tracked government and de¬ 
fense budget issues, agreed that if 
there is a shutdown it could have 
no impact on the military. 

“I do recall an earlier shutdown 
where DOD had the appropria¬ 
tion bill passed, and other gov¬ 
ernment agencies did not, and it 
was business as usual for DOD,” 
he said. 

Friedman said if there is an 
impact on the military, it will de¬ 
pend on how long the shutdown 
lasts. The longer it is, the more 
likely it could affect servicemem- 
bers who might be assigned to fill 
gaps in other departments. 

Cancian suggested one scenario 
could be the Defense Department 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump complained Mon¬ 
day about how much the U.S. 
spends on weapons in an “uncon¬ 
trollable” arms race with Russia 
and China, though he vastly over¬ 
stated how much is spent on actu¬ 
al weapons, even under a budget 
his administration has increased. 

The president said in a tweet 
that the U.S. has spent $716 bil¬ 
lion this year, an amount he called 
“Crazy!” He said he expects to 
discuss the issue with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

“I am certain that, at some time 
in the future, President Xi and I, 
together with President Putin of 
Russia, will start talking about a 
meaningful halt to what has be¬ 
come a major and uncontrollable 
Arms Race,” he said on Twitter. 

His statement appeared to 
confuse the total Defense De¬ 
partment budget with America’s 
investment in the nation’s missile 
defense systems and the strategic 
nuclear weapons usually associ¬ 
ated with the arms race. 

The Pentagon’s budget for 2019 
totals about $716 billion, but that 
includes everything from health 
care and pay for servicemem- 
bers to the costs of the wars in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. The 


taking on functions for Homeland 
Security, with servicemembers 
having their authorities expand¬ 
ed in their deployment along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

“I think the three big areas 
would be border patrol, ICE and 
TSA,” he said. “If for some reason 
they could not operate, or could 
not fully operate, the military 
may be ordered in as a stopgap.” 

That could include functions 
involving temporary detention 
and riot control efforts. 

“DOD might have to step in and 
implement some of those authori¬ 
ties that [Defense Secretary Jim] 
Mattis was given but not yet exer¬ 
cised,” Cancian said. 

For TSA, the military could 
have to revisit duties that they 
provided following the 9/11 at¬ 
tacks, such as airport security. 

It’s also possible that these 
agencies will have enough mis¬ 
cellaneous funding to get through 
a short shutdown, thus not requir¬ 
ing additional military support, 
Cancian noted. For example, 
frequent flyer programs such as 
TSA PreCheck give that agency 
additional funds that could be 
used during a shutdown. 

“TSA may have enough money 
to get through a few days,” he said. 
“The rules here are very compli¬ 
cated because if an agency has an 
independent source of money, it 
can use that money to keep oper¬ 
ating for at least a limited period 
of time.” 

In September, a fiscal year 


arms race is just a fraction of that 
amount, totaling about $10 billion 
this year for a wide range of mis¬ 
sile defense and nuclear weapons 
programs. 

It was unclear what prompt¬ 
ed the tweet. Trump was at the 
Group of 20 summit in Argentina 
with both leaders on Friday and 
Saturday but met only with Xi. 

Putin said he hoped to meet 
with Trump to discuss U.S. plans 
to withdraw from the Intermedi¬ 
ate-Range Nuclear Forces Trea¬ 
ty, which some fear could spark 
a new nuclear arms race. Trump 
canceled a planned meeting with 
Putin in Argentina over Russia’s 
seizure of Ukrainian naval ships 
near Crimea. 

Trump’s comment on Twitter 
was also a change of tone when 
it comes to the U.S. military 
budget. 

Until recently, the president 
has bragged about his increase in 
military spending, railing about 
previous administrations’ neglect 
of America’s armed forces. He 
has boasted that his administra¬ 
tion is “rebuilding our military.” 
He has occasionally complained 
about specific programs such as 
Air Force One and the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, but his criticism 
was leveled at the defense con¬ 
tractors and focused on demand¬ 
ing savings. 

He has been far more support- 


2019 spending package of more 
than $850 billion to fund defense, 
labor, health and human services 
and other related agencies was 
passed into law. That same month, 
a smaller appropriations measure 
funding veterans affairs, military 
construction and other efforts 
was also approved. 

The Defense Department “is 
OK as the [fiscal year] 2019 DOD 
appropriations bill ... became 
public law” when Trump signed 
the legislation Sept. 28, 2018, said 
Sherbo. “Five of the 12 annual 
[fiscal year] 2019 appropriation 
bills are public law as of today,” 
including the departments of De¬ 
fense, Veterans Affairs, Energy, 
Labor, Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices and Education. 

The larger defense measure, 
H.R. 6157, also included tem¬ 
porary appropriations funding, 
known as a continuing resolu¬ 
tion, for the remaining agencies 
still lacking funding for the 2019 
fiscal year, which started Oct. 1. 
The continuing resolution funded 
agencies until Dec. 7. 

Now, in addition to Homeland 
Security, the departments of 
Justice, State, Commerce, Agri¬ 
culture and Financial Services 
are among the agencies at risk 
of closure, said Sherbo, a former 
Pentagon official. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


ive of the broader defense increas¬ 
es, and specifically has endorsed 
increases for missile defense in 
line with a U.S. defense strategy 
that targets China and Russia as 
key adversaries. 

In a March tweet about the 
Pentagon budget, Trump de¬ 
clared that, “Because of the $700 
& $716 Billion Dollars gotten to 
rebuild our Military, many jobs 
are created and our Military is 
again rich.” 

The White House more recent¬ 
ly announced that all Cabinet sec¬ 
retaries would need to cut their 
budgets by 5 percent for the fiscal 
year that begins Oct. 1, 2019. He 
said he wanted to keep defense 
spending at $700 billion, which 
would be a cut compared with the 
2019 total. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
warned against Pentagon bud¬ 
get cuts in a speech Saturday in 
California. Referring to a recent 
opinion piece written by congres¬ 
sional leaders, Mattis said that 
“cutting defense will not close the 
deficit, and I would suggest doing 
so would be a disservice to troops 
and the American people they 
serve and protect, because we 
all know here today that America 
can afford survival.” 

Asked about the president’s 
Monday tweet, Mattis told report¬ 
ers he hadn’t seen it. 


Trump complains about cost 
of ‘uncontrollable’ arms race 
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Trump's aides struggle to 
detai new deal with China 



President Donald Trump lauded associate Roger Stone, above, on 
Twitter on Monday for saying he’d never testify against Trump. 

President praises 
Stone for loyalty 
amid Russia probe 


By Shawn Donnan 
Bloomberg 

President Donald Trump’s ad¬ 
visers are scrambling to explain a 
trade deal he claimed he’d struck 
with China to reduce tariffs on 
U.S. cars exported to the country 
— an agreement that doesn’t exist 
on paper and still hasn’t been con¬ 
firmed in Beijing. 

In the day after Trump an¬ 
nounced the deal in a two-sen¬ 
tence Twitter post, the White 
House provided no additional 
information. Meanwhile, China 
hasn’t formulated its response 
because bureaucrats are await¬ 
ing the return home of President 
Xi Jinping, according to three of¬ 
ficials who were briefed but de¬ 
clined to be named as the matter 
isn’t public. 

Questioned about the agree¬ 
ment on Monday, Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin and 
Trump’s top economic adviser, 
Larry Kudlow, dialed back ex¬ 
pectations and added qualifiers. 
Xi was scheduled to visit Portu¬ 
gal on Tuesday and Wednesday 
before heading back to Beijing. 

Monday’s global stock market 
rally showed signs of fading on 
Tuesday as uncertainty over the 
status of the deal set in. Still, the 
onshore yuan extended its biggest 
advance in more than two years. 

“I’ll call them ‘commitments’ at 
this point, which are — commit- 


Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — Should au¬ 
thorities be able to deny handgun 
licenses for hateful tweets? 

A New York lawmaker is rais¬ 
ing the question with a bill that 
would require police to scrutinize 
the social media activity and on¬ 
line searches of handgun license 
applicants and disqualify those 
who have published violent or 
hateful posts. 

State Sen. Kevin Parker said he 
hopes his proposal sparks discus¬ 
sion about how to balance public 
safety and online privacy. The 
Brooklyn Democrat noted that 
mass killers often provide warn¬ 
ing signs through their social 
media posts, as in the case of the 
Pittsburgh synagogue shooting 
suspect, who ranted online that 
Jews were “children of Satan.” 

“It’s a new time. It’s a new 
technology,” Parker said. “It’s 
time that we in fact start having 
that conversation about how we 
monitor social media in a way 
that we can create safety for our 
communities.” 

Free speech watchdogs and 
even some gun control advocates 
have raised concerns about the 
bill, which would require hand¬ 
gun applicants to turn over login 


ments are not necessarily a trade 
deal, but it’s stuff that they’re 
going to look at and presumably 
implement,” Kudlow told report¬ 
ers at an official White House 
briefing Monday that followed TV 
interviews and informal briefings 
by him and Mnuchin earlier in 
the day. 

The apparent move on auto tar¬ 
iffs was part of a broader trade 
truce struck by Trump and the 
Chinese president during a din¬ 
ner in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
on Saturday night. As part of that 
the U.S. said it had agreed to hold 
off on raising tariffs Jan. 1 while 
negotiations took place. Kudlow 
initially said that the Chinese 
had 90 days from Jan. 1 to come 
up with “structural changes” 
regarding intellectual property 
protections, forced technology 
transfer and other issues. 

The White House later cor¬ 
rected him to say that the 90 days 
actually began on Saturday. 

Trump’s tweet, which moved 
stocks of automobile companies 
across the globe, followed the din¬ 
ner at the Group of 20 summit in 
Argentina. There, all sides agree, 
the American president con¬ 
sented to postpone an increase in 
tariffs on Chinese imports to 25 
percent from 10 percent, which 
was scheduled to take effect Jan. 
1, in exchange for negotiations on 
broader economic disputes. 

“I think there is a specific un- 



AP 


New York state Sen. Kevin 
Parker wants to disqualify 
handgun license applicants who 
make violent or hateful social 
media posts. 

information to allow investiga¬ 
tors to look at three years’ worth 
of Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter 
and Instagram postings. Google, 
Yahoo and Bing searches over 
the previous year also would 
be checked. Licenses could be 
denied if investigators uncover 
threats of violence or terrorism 
or the use of racial or ethnic slurs. 
The process would be the same 
for five-year recertifications. 


derstanding that we are now 
going to turn the agreement the 
two presidents had into a real 
agreement in the next 90 days,” 
Mnuchin told reporters at the 
White House on Monday. “I’m 
taking President Xi at his word, 
at his commitment to President 
Trump. But they have to deliver 
on this.” 

He didn’t say precisely what 
China committed to do. 

The uncertainty underscored 
the risk entailed by Trump’s ea¬ 
gerness to strike deals without 
nailing down details in advance. 
The confusion was exacerbated 
by the absence of a joint state¬ 
ment from the U.S. and China 
following the dinner. Financial 
markets were left struggling to 
digest talks that the White House 
portrayed as a major victory for 
the president. 

“That’s what happens when you 
don’t have the detailed negotia¬ 
tions going into the summit” and 
end up with the “broad swath of 
a 35,000-foot deal,” said Bonnie 
Glaser, a China expert at the Cen¬ 
ter for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington. “It’s risky. 
There’s certainly no guarantees 
that it will produce the outcomes 
that we want.” 

Officials in Beijing did not re¬ 
spond to requests for an explana¬ 
tion and neither did the Chinese 
Embassy in Washington. 


The bill will be among many 
related to guns waiting for law¬ 
makers when they return to New 
York’s Capitol in January. While 
Democrats now control both 
houses, only a fraction of those 
measures are expected to make it 
to floor votes. 

Still, Parker has already suc¬ 
ceeded at one of his goals of cre¬ 
ating “fodder for discussion,” 
including pushback. 

At the American Tactical Sys¬ 
tems gun range, a short drive 
from New York’s Capitol, gun 
owners called the proposal un¬ 
necessary and intrusive. 

“I don’t think the government 
should have access to anybody’s 
history, especially for pistol per¬ 
mits,” said Steve Wohlleber, who 
works at the range. “And the state 
police have enough to worry about 
besides checking everyone’s so¬ 
cial media.” 

Civil rights attorney Norman 
Siegel said he believes bill lan¬ 
guage directing police to consider 
“commonly known profane slurs 
or biased language” is too broad 
to pass constitutional muster. 

“A person could be prejudiced,” 
Siegel said. “That doesn’t mean 
he’s not entitled to his Second 
Amendment right.” 


By Michael Balsamo 
and Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump praised a key wit¬ 
ness in the Russia investigation 
Monday for having the “guts” not 
to testify against him, and said 
his former lawyer — who cut a 
deal with prosecutors — should 
head straight to prison. 

In a pair of politically charged 
tweets, Trump made clear that he 
is closely watching those who turn 
on him in the special counsel’s 
probe, which has ensnared some 
of the president’s closest advis¬ 
ers. So far, five people in Trump’s 
orbit have pleaded guilty to fed¬ 
eral charges. 

The tweets add to mounting 
questions about whether Trump 
is taking steps to improperly in¬ 
fluence witnesses in an investi¬ 
gation that has enraged him and 
shadowed his administration. 
Some legal experts, though, say 
they may not amount to witness 
tampering if Trump didn’t di¬ 
rectly tell others what to say or 
not say. 

Trump already has come under 
scrutiny from critics who fear he 
may use his executive power to 
protect himself as well as friends 
and supporters. Last week, 
Trump told the New York Post 
that a pardon for his former cam¬ 
paign chairman Paul Manafort 
was not off the table. 

Prosecutors say Manafort tor¬ 
pedoed his plea deal with special 
counsel Robert Mueller by re¬ 
peatedly lying to them, although 
Manafort denies that he lied. 

In one of Monday’s tweets, 
Trump took aim at Michael 
Cohen, his former personal attor¬ 
ney who once grandly declared 
he would “take a bullet” for the 
president but ultimately took a 
plea deal. 

Cohen pleaded guilty last week 
to lying to Congress about nego¬ 
tiations he had on Trump’s behalf 
for a real estate deal in Moscow. 

Though he told lawmakers the 


talks were done by January 2016, 
he admitted they actually lasted 
as late as June — after Trump had 
clinched the Republican nomi¬ 
nation and after Russians had 
penetrated Democratic email ac¬ 
counts for communications later 
released through WikiLeaks. 

Cohen said he lied out of loyalty 
to Trump, who insisted through¬ 
out the campaign that he had no 
business dealings in Russia, and 
to be consistent with his political 
messaging. 

On Monday, Trump ripped into 
Cohen on Twitter. 

“You mean he can do all of the 
TERRIBLE, unrelated to Trump, 
things having to do with fraud, big 
loans, Taxis, etc., and not serve a 
long prison term?” Trump added 
that Cohen “makes up stories to 
get a GREAT & ALREADY re¬ 
duced deal for himself.” 

Trump added, “He lied for this 
outcome and should, in my opin¬ 
ion, serve a full and complete 
sentence.” 

Minutes later, Trump lavished 
praise on his former campaign 
adviser Roger Stone. Mueller’s 
prosecutors are investigating 
Stone to learn whether he had ad¬ 
vance knowledge of WikiLeaks’ 
plans to release hacked material 
damaging to Hillary Clinton’s 
presidential effort. 

Trump lauded Stone for say¬ 
ing he’d never testify against the 
president. 

“This statement was recently 
made by Roger Stone, essentially 
stating that he will not be forced 
by a rogue and out of control 
prosecutor to make up lies and 
stories about ‘President Trump,”’ 
he tweeted. “Nice to know that 
some people still have ‘guts!’” 

Stone then posted a screenshot 
of Trump’s tweet with a caption 
that said he was proud of their 40- 
year relationship and “prouder 
still of the amazing job he is doing 
making America Great Again!” 

Sen. Mark Warner, the top 
Democrat on the Senate intelli¬ 
gence committee, said Trump’s 
tweet was inappropriate. 


NY lawmaker: Deny gun licenses 
to applicants who post hate speech 
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Josh Briggs, the (Benton, Ark.) Saline Courier/AP 


Employees from a wrecker service work to remove a charter bus from a roadside ditch Monday after it 
crashed alongside Interstate 30 near Benton, Ark. 

*When the bus started flipping, the kids were 
hollering, and we were trying to calm them down, f 

Damous Hailey 

bus passenger 


Child 
killed in 
Ark. bus 
rollover 

By Jill Bleed 

Associated Press 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A third- 
grader was killed and at least 45 
people were injured when a char¬ 
ter bus carrying youth football 
players from Tennessee rolled 
off an interstate and overturned 
before sunrise Monday in central 
Arkansas, authorities said. 

Arkansas State Police said 
the bus crashed along Interstate 
30 near Benton, about 25 miles 
southwest of Little Rock. Police 
said most of the injured were 
children and that they were taken 
to hospitals in Little Rock and 
Benton. 

The elementary school-age 
children from the Orange Mound 
Youth Association in southeast 
Memphis were returning home 
after playing in a tournament in 
the Dallas area over the weekend, 
according to Memphis TV station 
WMC. Orange Mound is a his¬ 
torically black neighborhood that 
unites around its highly competi¬ 
tive youth football program. 

One of half a dozen adults on the 
bus, Damous Hailey, said the play¬ 
ers from 10 Orange Mound Youth 
Association football teams had 
been playing in all-star squads. 
He told The Commercial Appeal 
newspaper that the bus swerved 
and then flipped “about 15 or 20 
times” before landing on its side 
at the foot of an embankment. 

“When the bus started flipping, 
the kids were hollering, and we 


By Ann E. Marimow 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court formally marked the 
retirement of Anthony Kennedy 
on Monday with an old-fashioned 
exchange of letters that the chief 
justice read aloud from the bench. 

The justices, often bitterly di¬ 
vided on high-profile legal issues, 
were unanimous in their affection 
for Kennedy, who sat in the front 
row of the courtroom for the reci¬ 
tation of the missives. 

The first letter was dated Dec. 
3, and began with, “Dear Tony.” 

Chief Justice John Roberts 
noted that he and his colleagues 
are “keenly aware” of Kennedy’s 
absence in their conferences and 
on the bench, but heartened that 
the retired justice has continued 
to have an “active presence” at the 
court. 


were trying to calm them down,” 
he said in an interview from Sa¬ 
line Memorial Hospital, where 
he was treated for injuries to his 
right side and leg. “I was holding 
on, trying to make sure I didn’t 
get thrown out.” 

Teams and coaches affiliated 
with the Orange Mound Youth 
Association have not returned 
phone calls and emails seeking 
comment. 

At a news conference in Mem¬ 
phis on Monday afternoon, 
Nickalous Manning, area su¬ 
perintendent of Aspire Public 
Schools, said a third-grader from 
an Aspire charter school died in 
the crash. He did not reveal the 
child’s name. 

“When we talked to teammates 
here, you saw on their faces about 
what that young person meant to 
them, the impact that he had on 
the school community,” Man¬ 
ning said. “This is going to be a 
loss that’s going to be hard to heal 
from.” 

Students from five Achieve¬ 
ment School District facilities in 
Memphis were also on the bus, 
according to district spokesman 


Kennedy, like all retired jus¬ 
tices, is entitled to maintain his 
judicial chambers at the Supreme 
Court. 

The justices praised Kennedy 
for inspiring them with his “ex¬ 
ample of ceaseless civility.” 

The correspondence was signed 
by all nine justices and comes at 
a time when the high court is still 
recovering from the bitter Senate 
battle that led to the confirmation 
of the newest justice, Brett Kava- 
naugh. It follows an unusual pub¬ 
lic exchange last month between 
the chief justice and President 
Donald Trump, in which Roberts 
defended the independence of the 
judiciary in response to criticism 
from the president. 

“We do not have Obama judges 
or Trump judges, Bush judges or 
Clinton judges,” Roberts said in a 
statement. “What we have is an 


Bobby White. 

Authorities haven’t talked 
about the cause of the crash that 
happened under the cloak of dark¬ 
ness. The bus driver told state 
police that she lost control. The 
heavily damaged bus came to a 
rest after tumbling down a steep 
embankment next to the crook of 
a sharp bend on an off-ramp. 

Dr. Todd Maxson, surgeon-in- 
chief and trauma medical director 
at Arkansas Children’s Hospital 
in Little Rock, said 22 of the 26 
children aged 9 to 13 who were 
admitted to the facility were re¬ 
leased by late Monday afternoon. 
He said the four remaining chil¬ 
dren were stable and expected to 
fully recover from their injuries. 

Maxson said some of the chil¬ 
dren suffered injuries to the brain 
or other internal organs, while 


extraordinary group of dedicated 
judges doing their level best to do 
equal right to those appearing be¬ 
fore them.” 

Kennedy stayed for oral argu¬ 
ment Mon¬ 
day in a case 
involving 
the taxa¬ 
tion in West 
Virginia of 
retirement 
benefits for 
law enforce¬ 
ment of¬ 
ficials. No 
longer in a 
black robe, 
Kennedy 
wore a dark suit, red tie and white 
pocket square. 

Before arguments began, Rob¬ 
erts noted that the court will not 
be in session on Wednesday in 
observance of the national day of 


others suffered cuts and broken 
bones. He said two of the kids 
underwent emergency operations 
and were stable. 

Saline Memorial Hospital ad¬ 
mitted 13 injured adults and 
children, spokeswoman Rebecca 
Jones said. They were treated for 
cuts, bruises and some orthope¬ 
dic injuries, then released. 

The University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences received one 
adult patient who has not been 
discharged. A hospital spokes¬ 
woman said she couldn’t provide 
any details, citing privacy laws. 

It is unclear if seat belts were 
provided. Lawmakers in Tennes¬ 
see tried but failed to introduce 
regulations in 2017 requiring 
seat belts in new school buses. 
The bus in Monday’s crash was a 
charter bus. 


mourning for former president 
George H.W. Bush. He followed 
the reading of the court’s letter to 
Kennedy with the retired justice’s 
response, also dated Dec. 3. 

“This reply is not to say fare¬ 
well, for it is my hope to linger 
here to be with all of you in the 
days and years to come. It is nec¬ 
essary, of course, to say farewell 
to being on the bench and in the 
conference room.” 

In a nod to their divided deci¬ 
sions, Kennedy wrote, “Even if 
we disagreed in a particular case, 
we admired and respected each 
other as we sought to explain the 
law as we found it to be and to en¬ 
sure that, over the course of time, 
the law and the freedoms it sus¬ 
tains will be even more secure, 
ever more revered.” 

He closed with, “Yours sincere¬ 
ly, Tony.” 


Woman killed 
after giving 
money to a 
panhandler 

By Sarah Meehan 
and Colin Campbell 

The Baltimore Sun 

BALTIMORE — Keith and 
Jacquelyn Smith danced Friday 
night at the American Legion 
on Madison Street in Baltimore, 
where they had brought his 
daughter, Shavon, to celebrate 
her 28th birthday. 

Hours later, at about 12:30 
a.m., Keith Smith, 52, of Harford 
County, found himself calling 911 
and rushing Jacquelyn, 54, to the 
emergency room. She had been 
stabbed by a man through their 
rolled-down car window after 
giving money to a woman pan¬ 
handling in the rain in East Bal¬ 
timore, he said. 

Jacquelyn Smith, an electri¬ 
cal engineer at Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Ground, had her necklace 
and pocketbook snatched by 
the woman and the man, who 
approached under the guise 
of thanking her for giving the 
woman money, her husband said. 
She died two hours after they ar¬ 
rived at Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
he said. 

The pair ran away, but the 
woman paused long enough to say 
something, Keith Smith said. 

“This girl actually said, ‘God 
bless you’ ” after the man stabbed 
Jacquelyn, he said. 

Mayor Catherine Pugh told 
members of the City Council at a 
working lunch Monday that she 
had spoken with Keith Smith. 
The council paused to acknowl¬ 
edge Jacquelyn Smith, among 
others who have died, in a mo¬ 
ment of silence during its Mon¬ 
day meeting. 

“You’ve got people who’ve got 
warm hearts who want to roll 
down their windows and give to 
people,” the mayor said. “This 
incident that occurred this past 
weekend is unconscionable.” 

As Baltimore police cadets 
canvassed the Johnston Square 
neighborhood Monday afternoon 
near the site of the stabbing, in¬ 
terim police Commissioner Gary 
Tuggle called the killing “a hei¬ 
nous murder.” 

Detectives do not yet have any 
leads on the pair’s identities, he 
said. 

“They’re using this ruse as 
panhandlers to get the attention of 
their would-be victims,” Tuggle 
said. “We also want to caution the 
public about engaging with pan¬ 
handlers and recognizing that not 
all of them have honest intent. Not 
all of them have real need.” 

Keith Smith said the woman 
appeared to be holding a baby 
and had a cardboard sign that 
said, “Please help me feed my 
baby.” Although he was reluctant 
to open the window late at night, 
he said, his wife held money out 
from the front passenger seat be¬ 
cause she “felt moved to give her 
some money.” 

Smith now wants to get a law 
passed in his wife’s memory ban¬ 
ning panhandling. 


Top Court bids adieu to former colleague 



Kennedy 
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Boy, 9, gets Colo, 
town to overturn 
its snowball ban 


Associated Press 

SEVERANCE, Colo. — A 9- 
year-old boy has persuaded the 
leaders of a small northern Colo¬ 
rado town to overturn a nearly 
century-old ban on snowball 
fights, and he already knows who 
his first target will be — his little 
brother. 

Dane Best, who lives in the often 
snow-swept town of Severance, 
presented his arguments at a town 
board meeting Monday night, and 
members voted unanimously to 
lift the ban. 

“I think it’s an outdated law,” 
Dane said in the lead-up to the 
meeting. “I want to be able to 
throw a snowball without getting 
in trouble.” 

Dane’s mother, Brooke Best, 
told The Greeley Tribune her son 
had been talking about snowballs 
since he found out about a month 
and a half ago that it was illegal 
to throw them within town limits. 
The last time it snowed, Dane said 
he and his friends looked around 
for police and joked about break¬ 
ing the law. 

Kyle Rietkerk, assistant to the 
Severance town administrator, 
said the rule was part of a larger 
ordinance that made it illegal to 
throw or shoot stones or missiles 
at people, animals, buildings, 
trees and any other public or pri¬ 
vate property or vehicles. 


Snowballs fell under the town’s 
definition of “missiles.” 

“All of the kids always get blown 
away that it’s illegal to have snow¬ 
ball fights in Severance,” Rietkerk 
said before the meeting. “So what 
ends up happening is [town lead¬ 
ers] always 
encourage 
the kids with, 
‘You have the 
power. You 
can change 
the law.’ No 
one has.” 

Then, Dane 
took up the 
cause, writing 
letters with 
hisclassmates 
in support of 
overturning 
the ban. 

_ After Mon¬ 
resident of day night’s 
Severance, Colo, success, his 
brother, Dax, 
4, had better 
watch out. When board members 
asked Dane during a meeting in 
November who he wants to hit, 
he pointed directly at his little 
brother. 

Dane and his family have re¬ 
searched other Severance ordi¬ 
nances, including one that defines 
pets only as cats and dogs. 

Dane has a guinea pig, which is 
illegal in Severance too. 


I think 
it’s an 
outdated 
law. I want 
to be able 
to throw a 
snowball 
without 
getting in 
trouble . f 



Photos by Timothy Hurst, the (Fort Collins) Coloradoan/AP 


Above: Range View Elementary School third-grader Dane Best presents his argument Monday to town 
board trustees to change a law in Severance, Colo., that bans snowball fights. Below: Best throws the 
first legal snowball in the town hall parking lot. 



Maryland considers raising age to legally buy tobacco 


By Ovetta Wiggins 
The Washington Post 

Concerned about the long-lasting toll 
smoking has taken on the black community, 
the Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland 
is leading an effort to impose restrictions on 
access to tobacco products. 

The caucus is pushing for Maryland to 
join a growing number of cities and states 
that have raised the age to buy tobacco 
products, including electronic cigarettes, 
from 18 to 21. 

“I think it is a bill that is long over¬ 


due,” said Del. Dereck Davis, D-Prince 
George’s County, chairman of the House 
Economic Matters Committee and the 
bill’s lead sponsor. “There is no good rea¬ 
son for it to remain at 18.” 

The decision for the caucus to include 
the anti-tobacco measure as part of its 2019 
legislative priorities follows action taken by 
lawmakers in the District of Columbia, New 
York City, California and Massachusetts in 
response to public health warnings about 
the effects of smoking and the increased 
popularity of e-cigarettes. 


The proposed legislation also comes on 
the heels of a recent announcement that the 
Food and Drug Administration will impose 
restrictions to block the sale of flavored e- 
cigarettes to those younger than 18 and to 
eventually ban menthol cigarettes and fla¬ 
vored cigars, which are especially popular 
among black teenagers. 

In Maryland, advocates have tried for 
four years to pass legislation raising the 
minimum age for purchasing tobacco prod¬ 
ucts to 21. During the 2018 session, the bill 
stalled in committee. 


The 2019 bill will be sponsored in the 
Senate by state Sen. Delores Kelley, D-Bal- 
timore County, the new chairwoman of the 
Senate Finance Committee. Her committee 
and Davis’ committee will likely hold hear¬ 
ings on the bill. 

Kelley said she thinks the bill is more 
likely to pass because of the election last 
month of many younger, progressive law¬ 
makers, who may have an interest in ad¬ 
dressing issues — such as smoking — that 
disproportionately affect minority and eco¬ 
nomically struggling communities. 


Robot janitors coming to mop floors at a Walmart near you 


By Pavel Alpeyev 

Bloomberg 

Robots are coming to a 
Walmart near you, and not just as 
a gimmick. 

The world’s largest retailer is 
rolling out 360 autonomous floor¬ 
scrubbing robots in some of its 
stores in the U.S. by the end of 
January, it said in a joint state¬ 
ment with Brain Corp., which 
makes the machines. The autono¬ 
mous janitors can clean floors on 


their own even when customers 
are around, according to the San 
Diego-based startup. 

Walmart already has been ex¬ 
perimenting with automating the 
scanning of shelves for out-of¬ 
stock items and hauling products 
from storage for online orders. 
Also, advances in computer vision 
are making it possible to use retail 
floor data to better understand 
consumer behavior, improve in¬ 
ventory tracking and even do 
away with checkout counters, as 


Amazon.com Inc. is trying to do 
with its cashierless stores. Brain’s 
robots are equipped with an array 
of sensors that let them gather and 
upload data. 

“We can take anything that has 
wheels and turn it into a fully au¬ 
tonomous robot, provided that it 
can go slow and stopping is never 
a safety concern,” said Brain 
Chief Executive Officer Eugene 
Izhikevich. “And it’s more than 
just navigation. It is to robots 


what the Android operating sys¬ 
tem is to smartphones.” 

Brain doesn’t make its own 
hardware, focusing instead on 
developing software — BrainOS 
— that endows machines with au¬ 
tonomy in closed environments. 
At first, the machines need to be 
operated by humans, who “teach” 
the layout of the space that needs 
cleaning. After that, the robots can 
perform the task autonomously. 

The robots, which look like a 
cross between a miniature Zam- 


boni and a motorized wheelchair, 
already scrub floors at airports 
in Seattle, San Diego, Boston and 
Miami, Izhikevich said. Brain last 
month unveiled a smaller version 
of the machine developed jointly 
with SoftBank Group Corp.’s ro¬ 
botics arm and aimed at the Japa¬ 
nese market. 

At that time, Izhikevich said he 
was looking to deploy the robots 
for security patrol and deliveries 
inside big-box stores. 
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Investors 
betting 
on truce; 
oil rallies 


Maneesh Bakshi/AP 

A gas production facility is shown in Qatar, which announced Monday 
it is leaving OPEC in January. The move is not expected to have a big 
impact on oil supply. 


By David Koenig 

Associated Press 

A rally in oil prices after a two- 
month slide indicates traders are 
betting that OPEC and its allies, 
including Russia, will agree to 
produce less crude. 

Representatives of oil-produc¬ 
ing nations will hold a highly an¬ 
ticipated meeting Thursday in 
Vienna, with analysts predicting 
that they will agree on a cut of at 
least 1 million barrels a day in an 
effort to bolster prices. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin boosted expectations for 
a deal when he said at the G-20 
summit last weekend that Russia 
and Saudi Arabia have agreed to 
extend an attempt by OPEC to bal¬ 
ance oil supply and demand — al¬ 
though he provided no figures. 

Crude prices began falling in 
October and continued to plunge 
last month due to oversupply and 
fears that weaker global economic 
growth would dampen energy 
demand. The price of both bench¬ 
mark U.S. crude and the standard 
for internationally traded oil fell 
22 percent in November. 

On Monday, however, West 
Texas intermediate rose $2.02, 
or 4 percent, to settle at $52.95 a 
barrel, and Brent international 
crude climbed $2.23, or nearly 4 
percent, to close at $61.69 a barrel 
in London. 


Analysts attribute the turn¬ 
around to a truce in the escalating 
trade dispute between the United 
States and China. That has raised 
hopes that with a cessation in fur¬ 
ther tit-for-tat tariffs, short-term 
economic growth and energy 
demand might be stronger than 
feared. 

Also, the Alberta premier an¬ 
nounced that the Canadian prov¬ 
ince will trim production by 8.7 
percent because a shortage of 
pipeline capacity has caused a glut 
of Canadian crude. Canada is the 
largest source of oil imported by 
the U.S. 

Finally, the small but wealthy 
Persian Gulf nation of Qatar said 
Monday that it will leave OPEC in 
January. Qatar has been feuding 
with Saudi Arabia and three other 
Arab nations that accuse it of fi¬ 
nancing terrorism. 

Qatar is one of the smallest oil 
producers in OPEC, so its depar¬ 
ture will have only a marginal 
impact on the cartel’s share of the 
world’s supply. Still, the surprising 
announcement by Qatar’s energy 
minister underscores the political 
tension within OPEC — “which 
doesn’t necessarily make it easier 
to come to a decision” on cutting 
production, said JBC Energy ana¬ 


lyst David Wech. 

Some analysts expect OPEC 
and Russia will agree to even larg¬ 
er cuts, about 1.5 million barrels a 
day. Anything less, they say, could 
set the stage for continued global 
oversupply next year and send oil 
prices lower. 

OPEC must produce “a credible 
agreement” to cut output by about 
1.5 million barrels a day for oil 
prices to recover their recent loss¬ 
es, Credit Suisse analyst William 
Featherston wrote in a note Mon¬ 
day. The Saudis, he said, will have 
to bear the largest share of cuts. 

Saudi Arabia seems eager to 
reduce supply, Featherston said, 
but the kingdom’s decision is 
complicated by President Donald 
Trump’s desire for lower prices 
and the Saudis’ wish to improve 
relations with the U.S. after the 
murder of journalist and U.S. resi¬ 
dent Jamal Khashoggi. 

Trump blamed OPEC and Saudi 
Arabia earlier this year for high 
oil prices. When U.S. crude skid¬ 
ded to $54 on Nov. 21, he tweeted, 
“Thank you to Saudi Arabia, but 
let’s go lower!” 

Trump might complain about 
cuts designed to send prices 
higher. 



WEATHER OUTLOOK 


Fed chairman says US still 
facing economic challenges 


By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Federal Re¬ 
serve Chairman Jerome Powell 
said Monday that despite solid 
economic progress, the country 
still faces a number of challenges 
ranging from slow wage growth 
for lower-income workers to slug¬ 
gish productivity and an aging 
population. 

Powell said in remarks at a Fed 
awards ceremony that these chal¬ 
lenges remain even though unem¬ 
ployment is near a five-decade low 
and the financial system has been 
bolstered since the 2008 financial 
crisis. While there have been re¬ 
cent gains in wage growth, Pow¬ 
ell said wages for lower-income 
workers have grown quite slowly 
over the past few decades. 

He also noted that a decades- 
long decline in economic mobil¬ 
ity has made it more difficult for 
lower-income Americans to move 
up the economic ladder. 

In his remarks, Powell praised 
the work of the Fed’s community 
development staff and former Fed 
Chair Janet Yellen, who put a spe¬ 
cial emphasis on efforts to help 
disadvantaged communities dur¬ 
ing her 16 years at the Fed, includ¬ 
ing the last four as Fed chair. 

Powell did not discuss the Fed’s 
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current interest rate policies in 
his appearance. The central bank 
has raised rates three times this 
year and is expected to boost rates 
for a fourth time at its Dec. 18-19 
meeting. 

Investors had been hoping to 
learn more about Powell’s cur¬ 
rent thinking in testimony he was 
scheduled to deliver Wednesday 
before the congressional Joint 
Economic Committee. However, 
that appearance was canceled be¬ 
cause of the government closure 
for the funeral of former President 
George H.W. Bush. 
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3 Mars landers in works to follow InSight 



Courtesy of the Chinese State Administration of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense, Xinhua/AP 


An artist’s rendering shows a concept design for the Chinese Mars 2020 rover and lander. 

*The reality is, yes, your nation right now is extremely committed 
to getting to Mars and using the moon as a tool to achieve that 
objective as fast as possible. f 

Jim Bridenstine 

NASA administrator 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated. Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — 
As Mars’ newest resident settles 
in, Planet Earth is working on 
three more landers and at least 
two orbiters to join the scientific 
Martian brigade. 

NASA’s InSight spacecraft 
touched down on the sweeping, 
red equatorial plains on Nov. 26, 
less than 400 miles from Curios¬ 
ity, the only other working robot 
on Mars. 

That’s about the distance from 
San Francisco to Pasadena, 
Calif., home to Mission Control 
for Mars. 

InSight — the eighth success¬ 
ful Martian lander — should be 
wrapping up two years of digging 
and quake monitoring by the time 
rovers arrive from the U.S., Eu¬ 
rope and China. 

NASA’s Mars 2020 will hunt for 
rocks that might hold evidence of 
ancient microbial life and stash 
them in a safe place for return to 
Earth in the early 2030s. It’s tar¬ 
geting a once-wet river delta in 
Jezero Crater. 

The European-Russian Exo- 
Mars also will sniff out possible 
past life, drilling a couple of 
yards down for chemical fossils. 
A spacecraft that was part of an 
ExoMars mission in 2016 crash- 
landed on the red planet. 

The Chinese Mars 2020 will 
feature both an orbiter and 
lander. The United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, meanwhile, aims to send its 
first spacecraft to Mars in 2020; 
the orbiter is named Hope — or 
Amal, in Arabic. 

It seems our neighbor Mars 
holds a siren song for earthlings, 
even as NASA shifts its immedi¬ 
ate attention back to our moon. 

Just three days after InSight’s 
landing, NASA announced a 
new commercial lunar delivery 


program. The space agency has 
chosen nine U.S. companies to 
compete in getting science and 
technology experiments to the 
lunar surface. The first launch 
could be next year. 

NASA wants to see how it goes 
before trying something similar 
on Mars. 

“The moon is where it’s at 
right now relative to commercial 
space,” said Thomas Zurbuchen, 
head of NASA’s science mission 
office, which is leading the lunar 
payload project. 

At the same time, NASA is 


pushing for an orbiting outpost 
near the moon for astronauts, at 
the Trump administration’s di¬ 
rection. It would serve as a step¬ 
ping-off point for moon landings, 
according to NASA Administra¬ 
tor Jim Bridenstine, and provide 
critical experience close to home 
before humans embark on a two- 
to three-year mission to Mars. 

Bridenstine envisions a trip to 
Mars for astronauts in the mid- 
2030s, admittedly a “very aggres¬ 
sive” goal. 

“The reality is, yes, your nation 
right now is extremely commit¬ 


ted to getting to Mars and using 
the moon as a tool to achieve that 
objective as fast as possible,” 
Bridenstine said following In¬ 
sight’s touchdown. 

Mars is the obvious place for 
“boots on the ground” after the 
moon, said Zurbuchen. 

What makes Mars so compel¬ 
ling — for robotic and, eventually, 
human exploration — is its rela¬ 
tively easy access, said InSight’s 
lead scientist, Bruce Banerdt, of 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora¬ 
tory. One-way travel time is six 
months, every two years when 


the planets are closest. Condi¬ 
tions are harsh but relatively 
hospitable. “Kind of like being 
in Antarctica without the snow,” 
said Banerdt. 

On top of that, Mars may be one 
of the most likely places to find 
life outside of Earth, according to 
Banerdt. 

Jupiter’s moon, Europa, may 
have harbored or even still hold 
life, but it would take so much lon¬ 
ger and cost so much more to get 
there that Banerdt said it’s hard 
to imagine achieving such a mis¬ 
sion anytime soon. 

A life-seeking mission to Eu¬ 
ropa might come about every 
decade, Banerdt said, while it’s 
plausible to have robotic sniff¬ 
ers launching to Mars every two 
years. That’s five Mars missions 
for every single one at Europa, he 
noted. 

Mars currently has two func¬ 
tioning spacecraft on the surface 
— InSight and Curiosity — and 
six satellites in working order 
from the U.S., Europe and India. 
The U.S. is the only country to 
successfully land and operate a 
spacecraft on Mars. Curiosity 
has been roaming the red surface 
since 2012. NASA’s much older 
Opportunity rover was working 
until June, when a global dust 
storm disabled it. 

In pursuit of the geological but 
not biological secrets deep inside 
Mars, InSight already is provid¬ 
ing astounding pictures of a lo¬ 
cation “no human has ever seen 
before,” pointed out JPL director 
Michael Watkins. These photos 
remind us that in order to do sci¬ 
ence like this, “we have to be bold 
and we have to be explorers.” 

NASA’s Mars 2020 launch win¬ 
dow opens July 17 of that year. 
Touchdown would be Feb. 18, 
2021. 


NASA spacecraft becomes ancient asteroid’s 1st visitor 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — After a 
two-year chase, a NASA spacecraft arrived 
Monday at the ancient asteroid Bennu, its 
first visitor in billions of years. 

The robotic explorer Osiris-Rex pulled 
within 12 miles of the diamond-shaped 
space rock. It will get even closer in the 
days ahead and go into orbit around Bennu 
on Dec. 31. No spacecraft has ever orbited 
such a small cosmic body. 

It is the first U.S. attempt to gather aster¬ 
oid samples for return to Earth, something 
only Japan has accomplished so far. 

Flight controllers applauded and ex¬ 
changed high-fives once confirmation 
came through that Osiris-Rex made it to 
Bennu — exactly one week after NASA 
landed a spacecraft on Mars. 

“Relieved, proud and anxious to start 
exploring!” tweeted lead scientist Dante 
Lauretta, of the University of Arizona. “To 
Bennu and back!” 

With Bennu some 76 million miles away, 
it took seven minutes for word to get from 
the spacecraft to flight controllers at Lock¬ 
heed Martin in Littleton, Colo. The com¬ 


pany built the spacecraft there. 

Bennu is estimated to be just over 1,600 
feet across. Researchers will provide a 
more precise description at a scientific 
meeting next Monday in Washington. 

About the size of 


^ an SUV, the space- 

I Relieved, craft will shadow 
proud and the a ' te / oid for a 

K . year before scoop- 

anxiOUS ing up some gravel 

to Start for return to Earth 

exploring!' m Scientists are 
Dante Lauretta eager to study ma- 
lead scientist on the terial from a car- 
mission bon-rich asteroid 
like dark Bennu, 
which could hold 
evidence dating to the beginning of our 
solar system 4.5 billion years ago. As such, 
it’s an astronomical time capsule. 

A Japanese spacecraft, meanwhile, has 
been hanging out at another near-Earth 
asteroid since June, also for samples. It is 
Japan’s second asteroid mission. This lat¬ 
est rock is named Ryugu and about double 
the size of Bennu. 

Ryugu’s specks should be here by De¬ 


cember 2020 but will be far less than 
Osiris-Rex’s promised booty. 

Osiris-Rex aims to collect at least 60 
grams, or 2 ounces, of dust and gravel. The 
spacecraft won’t land but will rather use 
a 10-foot mechanical arm in 2020 to mo¬ 
mentarily touch down and vacuum up par¬ 
ticles. The sample container would break 
loose and head toward Earth in 2021. 

The collection — parachuting down to 
Utah — would represent the biggest cos¬ 
mic haul since the Apollo astronauts hand- 
delivered moon rocks to Earth in the late 
1960s and early 1970s. 

NASA has brought back comet dust and 
solar wind particles before, but never as¬ 
teroid samples. Japan managed to return 
some tiny particles in 2010 from its first 
asteroid mission, named Hayabusa. 

Both Bennu and Ryugu are considered 
potentially hazardous asteroids. That 
means they could smack Earth years from 
now. At worst, Bennu would carve out a 
crater during a projected close call 150 
years from now. 

Contact with Bennu will not significantly 
change its orbit or make it more dangerous 
to us, Lauretta stressed. 

Scientists contend the more they learn 



Courtesy of NASA, Goddard, University of 
Arizona/AP 


The asteroid Bennu is some 76 million 
miles from Earth and measures just over 
1,600 feet across. 

about asteroids, the better equipped Earth 
will be in heading off a truly catastrophic 
strike. 

The $800 million Osiris-Rex mission 
began with a 2016 launch from Cape Ca¬ 
naveral, Fla. Its odometer read 1.2 billion 
miles as of Monday. 

Both the spacecraft and asteroid’s names 
come from Egyptian mythology. Osiris is 
the god of the afterlife, while Bennu repre¬ 
sents the heron and creation. 

Osiris-Rex is actually a NASA acro¬ 
nym for origins, spectral interpretation, 
resource identification, security-regolith 
explorer. 
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France suspends fuel tax, 
utility hikes amid protests 



Claude Paris/AP 


Demonstrators wearing yellow vests open the toll gates on a 
motorway near Aix-en-Provence, southeastern France, on Tuesday. 


By Samuel Petrequin 

Associated. Press 

PARIS — The French govern¬ 
ment’s decision to suspend fuel tax 
and utility increases Tuesday did 
little to appease protesters, who 
called it a “first step” and vowed 
to fight on after large-scale rioting 
in Paris last weekend. 

In a major U-tum for the gov¬ 
ernment, Prime Minister Ed¬ 
ouard Philippe announced in a 
live televised address that the 
planned increases, which were set 
to be introduced in January, were 
now being postponed until the 
summer. 

The backpedaling appeared to 
be designed to calm the nation, 
coming three days after the worst 
unrest on the streets of Paris in 
decades. 

“No tax is worth putting the 
nation’s unity in danger,” said 
Philippe, just three weeks after 
insisting that the government 
wouldn’t change course and re¬ 
mained determined to help wean 
French consumers off polluting 
fossils fuels. 


Protesters wearing their signa¬ 
ture fluorescent yellow vests kept 
blocking several fuel depots Tues¬ 
day, and many insisted their fight 
wasn’t over. 

“It’s a first step, but we will not 
settle for a crumb,” Benjamin 
Cauchy, a protest leader. 

More than 100 people were in¬ 
jured in the French capital and 
412 arrested over the weekend in 
Paris. Shops were looted and cars 
torched in plush neighborhoods 
around the famed Champs-Ely- 
sees Avenue. 

The Arc de Triomphe, which is 
home to the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier and was visited by world 
leaders last month to mark the 
centenary of the end of World War 
I, was sprayed with graffiti and 
vandalized inside. 

“This violence must end,” 
Philippe said. 

Philippe also announced that 
electricity and natural gas prices 
will be frozen until May 2019 in a 
move aimed at improving spend¬ 
ing power. 

Philippe’s announcement is 


unlikely to put an end to the road 
blockades and demonstrations, 
though, with more possible pro¬ 
tests this weekend in Paris. 

Prominent Socialist figure Se- 
golene Royal, a former candidate 
for president, lauded Philippe’s 
decision but said it came too late. 

“This decision should have been 
taken from the start, as soon as the 
conflict emerged,” she said. “We 
felt it was going to be very, very 
hard because we saw the rage, 
the exasperation, especially from 
retirees. 

“They should have withdrawn 
(the tax increases) right away. 
The more you let a conflict fester, 
the more you eventually have to 
concede.” 

Far-right leader Marine Le Pen 
lashed out at the decision as too 
little, tweeting that it was “obvi¬ 
ously not up to the expectations of 
the French people struggling with 
precariousness.” 

After a third consecutive week¬ 
end of clashes in Paris led by pro¬ 
testers wearing distinctive yellow 
traffic vests, Philippe held crisis 


talks with representatives of major 
political parties on Monday. He 
also met with President Emman¬ 
uel Macron and other ministers in 
order to find a quick solution to the 
crisis. 

Facing the most serious street 
protests since his election in May 
2017, Macron has canceled a two- 
day trip to Serbia to stay in France 
this week. 

The protests began last month 


with motorists upset over the fuel 
tax increase but have grown to 
encompass a range of complaints, 
with protesters claiming that Ma¬ 
cron’s government doesn’t care 
about the problems of ordinary 
people. 

Since the movement kicked off 
on Nov. 17, four people have been 
killed and hundreds injured in 
clashes or accidents stemming 
from the protests. 



Frank Augstein/AP 


Protesters wave European flags to demonstrate against Brexit in 
front of Parliament in London on Monday. 


No time frame set for 
Kim’s visit to S. Korea 


Court official: 
Britain could 
change mind 
on Brexit 

By Jill Lawless 
and Raf Casert 

Associated Press 

LONDON — A top official at 
the European Union’s highest 
court advised Tuesday that Brit¬ 
ain can unilaterally change its 
mind about leaving the European 
Union, boosting hopes among 
pro-EU campaigners in the U.K. 
that Brexit can be stopped. 

Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
government insists it will never 
reverse the decision to leave, but 
May faces a tough battle to win 
backing in Parliament before 
lawmakers vote next week on 
whether to accept or reject the di¬ 
vorce agreement negotiated with 
the bloc. 

Defeat would leave the U.K. 
facing a chaotic “no-deal” Brexit 
and could topple the prime minis¬ 
ter, her government or both. 

Advocate General Manuel 
Campos Sanchez-Bordona told 
the European Court of Justice 
that a decision by the British gov¬ 
ernment to change its mind about 
invoking the countdown to depar¬ 
ture would be legally valid. The 
advice of the advocate general is 
often, but not always, followed by 
the full court. 

The court is assessing the issue 
under an accelerated procedure, 
since Britain is due to leave the 
bloc on March 29. The final ver¬ 
dict is expected within weeks. 


Britain voted in 2016 to leave 
the 28-nation bloc, and invoked 
Article 50 of the EU’s Lisbon 
Treaty in March 2017, triggering 
a two-year exit process. Article 
50 is scant on details — largely 
because the idea of any country 
leaving the bloc was considered 
unlikely — so a group of Scottish 
legislators asked the courts to 
rule on whether the U.K. can pull 
out of the withdrawal procedure 
on its own. 

The EU’s governing Commis¬ 
sion and Council oppose unilater¬ 
al revocation, arguing it requires 
unanimous agreement of the 27 
remaining members of the bloc. 

The court’s advocate general 
said that Article 50 “allows the 
unilateral revocation of the noti¬ 
fication of the intention to with¬ 
draw from the EU.” 

The advice bolstered anti-Brex- 
it campaigners, who hope the de¬ 
cision to leave can be reversed. 

“That puts the decision about 


our future back into the hands 
of our own elected representa¬ 
tives — where it belongs,” said Jo 
Maugham, a British lawyer who 
helped bring the case. 

May has repeatedly said the 
government will not seek to delay 
or reverse Brexit. 

But the court’s opinion is an¬ 
other headache for the Conserva¬ 
tive prime minister as she battles 
to win Parliament’s backing for 
the divorce deal she has agreed 
with the EU. 

May was due to open five days 
of debate in the House of Com¬ 
mons on Tuesday, arguing that 
members of Parliament must 
back the agreement to deliver on 
the voters’ decision to leave the 
EU and “create a new role for our 
country in the world.” 

But her chances of winning ma¬ 
jority backing for the deal when 
Parliament votes on Dec. 11 look 
slim. 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— South Korea’s president said 
Tuesday no time frame has been 
set for a historic visit to Seoul by 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un despite both hoping it will 
take place this year. 

President Moon Jae-in said 
more important than the timing 
of the visit is that it would accel¬ 
erate the denuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula and give im¬ 
petus to talks between Kim and 
President Donald Trump. 

“Ever since South and North 
Korea were divided into two coun¬ 
tries, this will be the first time that 
a North Korean leader will visit 
South Korea,” Moon said through 
an interpreter. “So although there 
is no time frame set for that, still, 
it’s very meaningful.” 

Moon made the comments to 
reporters on the final day of a 
visit to New Zealand. 

Moon and his wife, Kim Jung- 
sook, arrived in the South Pacific 
nation late Sunday after attend¬ 
ing the Group of 20 summit in 
Argentina. 

Moon said there still is a possi¬ 
bility Kim’s visit could take place 
before the end of the year. 

Moon has met Kim three times 
this year. After their third meet¬ 
ing in North Korea’s capital, 
Pyongyang, in September, Moon 
said Kim agreed to make a recip¬ 
rocal visit to Seoul in 2018. 

Moon has also facilitated a se¬ 
ries of high-level talks between 


the U.S. and North Korea, includ¬ 
ing a summit between Trump and 
Kim in June. 

Moon said he and Trump agreed 
that a visit by Kim to the South 
Korean capital would give a boost 
to plans for a second U.S.-North 
Korea summit, which Trump has 
said he hopes to hold with Kim in 
January or February. 

New Zea¬ 
land Prime 
Minister 
Jacinda Ar- 
dern praised 
Moon’s ef¬ 
forts after 
she met with 
him. 

“Mr. Pres¬ 
ident, I want 
to commend 
you again for 
your personal leadership over the 
last year to reduce tensions and 
establish dialogue with North 
Korea,” she said. 

Ardern said New Zealand and 
South Korea forged ties on the 
battlefields during the Korean 
War nearly 70 years ago. The two 
countries signed a free-trade deal 
in 2015. 

Ardern said New Zealand will 
soon allow smoother immigra¬ 
tion procedures for visitors from 
South Korea and plans to improve 
pension portability between the 
two countries. 

She said that beginning next 
year, New Zealand would allow 
South Korean passport holders to 
enter through automated “eGate” 
immigration lanes. 
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Israel targets Hezbollah border tunnels 


By Ariel Schalit 
AND TlA GOLDENBERG 

Associated Press 

METULA, Israel — The Israeli military 
launched an operation Tuesday to “expose 
and thwart” tunnels it says were built by 
the Hezbollah militant group that stretch 
from Lebanon into northern Israel. 

The military said the tunnels were not 
currently being used by militants and that 
its work to find and neutralize them was 
taking place inside Israeli territory. Howev¬ 
er, the Israeli operation could send tensions 
soaring between Israel and its Iran-backed 
foe, which have both been preoccupied with 
other conflicts since their last conflagration 
more than a decade ago. 

“We see Hezbollah’s activities as a fla¬ 


grant and blatant violation of Israeli sover¬ 
eignty” and U.N. resolutions, said Lt. Col 
Jonathan Conricus, a military spokesman. 
“This activity is another example of the 
negative effects of Iranian entrenchment 
in the region.” 

The military did not disclose how many 
tunnels snake into Israeli territory from 
Lebanon, nor reveal details of the operation 
that could last for weeks, it said. Troops were 
reinforced along the border, and later Tues¬ 
day the military announced the first tunnel 
had been found and would be demolished. 

Conricus said the tunnel, outfitted with 
electricity, a ventilation pipe and a commu¬ 
nication cable, was about 220 yards long, at 
a depth of 80 feet ,and was about 6 feet high. 
The tunnel’s exit point was found in a patch 
of farmland southwest of the pastoral Israe¬ 


li border town of Metula, the military said. 

Lebanese troops and military intelli¬ 
gence agents, along with U.N. peacekeep¬ 
ers deployed in southern Lebanon, were 
observing the border Tuesday, a Lebanese 
military official told The Associated Press, 
speaking on condition of anonymity in line 
with regulations. 

Israel has spent years attempting to tack¬ 
le a network of tunnels from the Gaza Strip 
into Israel and has used several methods 
to destroy tunnels and prevent them from 
being rebuilt, from using earthmovers and 
other large machinery to building a mas¬ 
sive wall along its northern border. The 
barrier, Israel says, is needed to protect 
civilians from Hezbollah attacks. While 
the construction has prompted complaints 
from the Lebanese army, Hezbollah has 


not responded — an indication it could re¬ 
main restrained amid the new operation. 

Israel, meanwhile, gave no special orders 
to residents of northern Israel, signaling 
that it too was not expecting an immediate 
response from Hezbollah. 

Israel has tracked the tunnels’ develop¬ 
ment for years. Conricus said Hezbollah 
has been developing an offensive plan that 
would “shift the battleground into Israel,” 
using firepower and ground units. 

“The surprise component of that plan 
was supposed to be tunnels that would 
allow infiltrators into Israel,” he said. 

He added that Israel has investigated the 
possibility of underground Hezbollah tun¬ 
nels since 2013 and that a task force estab¬ 
lished in 2014 has been searching for them 
for more than two years. 


Israeli tycoon snared 
in smuggling scandal 



Dmitri Lovetsky/AP 


The Soyuz-FG rocket booster with the Soyuz MS-11 spaceship carrying a new crew to the International 
Space Station blasts off at the Russia-leased Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on Monday. 

Russian rocket launch is a success 


By Aron Heller 

Associated Press 

TEL AVIV, Israel — A shad¬ 
owy Israeli billionaire who made 
his fortune in the insular world of 
diamonds has suddenly found his 
empire in jeopardy after close as¬ 
sociates were busted in a massive 
smuggling ring and an employee 
mysteriously plummeted to her 
death from his high-rise Tel Aviv 
office building. 

Lev Leviev, known in Israel as 
the “king of diamonds,” has en¬ 
joyed close 
ties to 

Russian 
President 
Vladimir 
Putin and 
has a repu¬ 
tation for 
generous 
philanthropy 
to Jewish 
causes. But 
now, Israeli 
police are de¬ 
manding that he return from Mos¬ 
cow for questioning on allegations 
of smuggling, money laundering 
and tax offenses. 

It’s a stunning downturn for 
one of Israel’s most well-known 
tycoons. Born in the former So¬ 
viet republic of Uzbekistan, the 
62-year-old Leviev immigrated 
to Israel as a youth in 1971 and 
began working as an apprentice 
in a polishing plant in Israel’s 
then-booming diamond industry. 

His meteoric rise saw him 
later establishing a plant of his 
own and striking deals in Angola 
and Russia that briefly undercut 
the DeBeers diamond giant. He 
later branched out to real estate, 
construction and chemicals, with 
his Africa-Israel holding and in¬ 
vestment company becoming 
a powerful player in the Israeli 
market and establishing Leviev 
as a precursor to a wave of Jewish 
oligarchs from the former Soviet 
Union who have become power 
brokers in Israel. 

Though his net worth is esti¬ 


mated at more than $1 billion, 
Leviev suffered heavy losses in 
recent years because of his mas¬ 
sive investment in Russia, where 
he is known to enjoy strong gov¬ 
ernment support. 

Leviev, who moved to London a 
decade ago and recently relocated 
to Moscow, denies any allegations 
of impropriety and is currently 
negotiating terms of his return 
with Israeli police. But insiders 
say that even if he hasn’t been 
formally charged with a crime, 
his mere association with the sus¬ 
pects accused of smuggling some 
$80 million worth of diamonds 
hidden in briefcases over several 
years could be devastating to his 
brand. 

“I can’t believe he would put 
himself in such a situation,” said 
Alex Kogan, a journalist who has 
covered the oligarchs in Israel for 
the local Russian-language press. 
“He is still a strong oligarch, and 
this is not his style. 

“A smuggling of this scale could 
topple businesses far larger than 
his. Even if he is not involved, 
this whole affair will harm him 
greatly.” 

Leviev’s son and brother were 
arrested in early November, 
along with four others, and are 
currently out on bail in what has 
been dubbed the “Black Dia¬ 
mond” affair. 

The saga took a more tragic 
turn on Nov. 11, when Mazal Ha- 
dadi, a bookkeeper for Leviev’s 
diamond firm LLD, fell to her 
death from a small, elevated bath¬ 
room window on the 10th floor of 
his office building next to Israel’s 
Diamond Exchange. 

The death was initially re¬ 
ported as a suicide, the supposed 
result of a breakdown following 
tough police questioning about 
the smuggling affair. The family 
acknowledges Hadadi was rattled 
by the investigation but insists 
the mother of three would never 
take her own life and was on her 
way to meet her husband after 
work when a mysterious call to 
her cellphone made her abruptly 
return to the office. 


By Christian Davenport 

The Washington Post 

The first Russian rocket to fly 
with people since a harrowing 
failure two months ago blasted off 
Monday morning in a successful 
return to flight. 

The Soyuz rocket and space¬ 
craft launched with three people 
on board—NASA astronaut Anne 
C. McClain, Canadian astronaut 
David Saint-Jacques and Russian 
cosmonaut Oleg Kononenko — en 
route to the International Space 
Station from a remote launch site 
in Kazakhstan. 

“A great launch,” a NASA com¬ 
mentator said during a livestream 
of the event. 

Six hours later, the spacecraft 
reached the station and docked 
with it, culminating a successful 
mission. The crew is expected to 
stay on the station until June. 

In October, a Soyuz rocket mal¬ 
functioned when one of its side 
boosters failed to separate prop¬ 


erly and slammed into the rock¬ 
et. That triggered an automatic 
abort of the spacecraft, carrying 
the two-member crew on a wild 
ride nearly to the edge of space 
before they fell safely back to the 
ground. 

Roscosmos, the Russian space 
agency, has since said the failure 
was caused by a “deformed sen¬ 
sor” damaged during the rocket’s 
assembly. Instead of delaying the 
next flight with crews on board, 
the agency actually moved it up — 
a decision that NASA approved. 

In a recent interview, NASA 
Administrator Jim Bridenstine 
said Roscosmos has been “very 
transparent” about the investiga¬ 
tion into the malfunction. 

“They have shared with us all 
the data we need to be comfort¬ 
able and confident that we under¬ 
stand the problem and that it has 
been resolved,” he said. 

NASA has been forced to rely 
on Russia for transportation to 
the space station since the shuttle 


retired in 2011. While there are 
several systems capable of flying 
cargo and supplies to the orbiting 
laboratory, the Soyuz is the only 
vehicle able to fly people there. 
After the failure, officials in the 
United States and Russia said 
they had a sense of urgency to get 
it back up and running. 

The malfunction did little to 
lessen McClain’s resolve. “I would 
have gotten on the Soyuz the next 
day,” she recently told reporters. 

She said she was confident that 
Roscosmos had fixed the problem 
by asking “the three important 
questions: What happened? Why 
did it happen? And how do we en¬ 
sure it doesn’t happen again? No¬ 
body was going to give the green 
light until those three questions 
were answered.” 

McClain, an Army lieuten¬ 
ant colonel and helicopter pilot, 
was chosen to be an astronaut by 
NASA in 2013. This was the first 
time she has been picked for a 
mission to space. 



Leviev 












Wednesday, December 5,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


wamswum 


Page 17 



AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Tesla autopilot likely 
helps stop speeding car 

^ Jt REDWOOD CITY 
— The California 
Highway Patrol said it used the 
autopilot of a speeding Tesla to 
stop the car after its driver fell 
asleep behind the wheel. 

The CHP said that about 3:30 
a.m. Friday, officers spotted a 
Tesla Model S doing about 70 mph 
on U.S. 101 in Redwood City. 

The CHP cruiser pulled behind 
it and used its lights and siren, but 
the driver didn’t wake up. 

Officers then pulled in front and 
began slowing to a stop, hoping 
the Tesla’s driver-assist feature 
was on and would do the same. 
Tesla hasn’t confirmed whether 
the car was on autopilot, but the 
tactic worked. The Tesla stopped. 

Alexander Samek, 45, of Los 
Altos, was awakened and arrest¬ 
ed on suspicion of driving under 
the influence. 

Mild temps mean no 
penguin parade at zoo 

HA PITTSBURGH — Un- 
Wl seasonably mild tem¬ 

peratures are stopping penguins 
from parading around the Pitts¬ 
burgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium as 
planned. 

The zoo’s “Penguins on Pa¬ 
rade” event usually kicks off each 
year at the start of December. But 
temperatures in the area reached 
into the mid-50s on Saturday and 
the mid-60s on Sunday, so offi¬ 
cials delayed the launch until this 
Saturday. 

The zoo’s website says temper¬ 
atures must hover below 45 de¬ 
grees to be safe for the penguins. 

The event is usually held each 
weekend through February. 

Crews rescue anglers 
stranded on ice floe 

MIN DULUTH — Crews 
IVII rescued 35 anglers 
stranded on an ice floe off Park 
Point in Duluth. 

The Duluth Fire Department 
reported strong winds created a 
crack in the ice Saturday morn¬ 
ing, with open water stranding 36 
anglers and their equipment. 

One fisherman entered the 
water and made it back to shore 
on his own. Rescuers removed 
the other 35 anglers using a lad¬ 
der, three inflatable rescue boats 
and regular boat. 

In addition to Duluth firefight¬ 
ers, other agencies involved in¬ 
cluded the U.S. Coast Guard, 
St. Louis County Rescue, the 
Minnesota Department of Natu¬ 
ral Resources and Gold Cross 
Ambulance. 

Like in movie, boy puts 
tongue on frozen pole 

11 SANDWICH — A north- 
I L ern Illinois boy couldn’t 
resist testing the theory that when 
you apply your tongue to a frozen 
metal pole it will stick. 

Spencer Cline, 11, found out the 
hard way that it does. 

He told The (Aurora) Beacon- 
News his inspiration came from 
the movie “A Christmas Story,” 
in which one friend dares another 
to put his tongue on a frozen pole. 

The Sandwich Middle School 


THE CENSUS 

The current age of a turtle that was given to a bedridden little boy in New Hampshire in 1968. Diane, the 
■ ■ turtle, celebrated her 50th birthday with party hats and noisemakers, a sheet cake with candles and many 
well-wishers. Diane was given to Jim Tonner when he was 12 and being treated for hip arthritis at home 
in Braintree. Years later, Jim, and his twin brother, Brad, opened a gift shop in Bristol that became Diane’s 
home. On Saturday, the store was crowded with visitors singing “Happy Birthday” to Diane, who wore a tiny party hat. The 
brothers have written and illustrated books about Diane and set up a turtle webcam in their shop. 


Breakfasting on the Brooklyn Bridge 


People eat breakfast on the Brooklyn Bridge with the Manhattan skyline looming behind them Monday morning in New York. 


student was with a friend, but the 
friend didn’t dare him. 

As his tongue stuck, Cline pan¬ 
icked, struggling to communicate 
he was no longer joking around. 
The friend searched for hot water, 
then called an ambulance. 

Cline managed to pry away his 
aching tongue in the interim. 

Inert mortar round 
found near building 

N | MORRISTOWN — Po- 
lr |3 lice arrested a New Jer¬ 
sey man after finding an inert 
mortar round behind an apart¬ 
ment building in Pennsylvania. 

Authorities said they were 
called to the Washington Garden 
Apartments in Washington Bor¬ 
ough about 10 a.m. Saturday and 
found a 120 mm military mortar 
marked “inert,” meaning it was 
not live. 

Officers blocked off the area, 
and the New Jersey State Police 
Bomb Squad arrived and took 
possession of the explosive. 

An investigation led police to 
arrest a 29-year-old Morristown 
man. He is facing multiple charg¬ 
es, including creating a dangerous 
condition, unlawful possession of 


a weapon and disorderly conduct. 

Giant guitar-shaped 
tower not a hit with all 

P| HOLLYWOOD —A gui- 
I ■ tar-shaped hotel tower 
rising in the south Florida sky 
isn’t a hit with everyone. 

The tower is part of an overhaul 
of the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
and Casino in Hollywood. The 
South Florida Sun-Sentinel re¬ 
ported that some people are criti¬ 
cizing the 450-foot-tall building 
that is still under construction. 

Some residents are calling the 
massive tower ugly and worry 
that it will distract drivers. 

The newspaper reported the 
hotel owners plan to shoot up 12 
beams of lights into the sky to 
make the guitar neck look longer. 

Woman’s missing dog 
found but not returned 

p DELMAR — A Dela¬ 
te Li ware woman who 
thought her Pomeranian was 
dead has found out the dog is alive 
but adopted by someone else who 
doesn’t want to give it back. 


The News Journal of Wilming¬ 
ton reported that Angela Andrade 
is trying to get 8-year-old Jakey 
back after thinking the dog died 
when she left it with her father 
and went out of town. Andrade 
said her father misled her to be¬ 
lieve that Jakey was dead when 
the dog had only gone missing. 

The dog was found by a neigh¬ 
bor, turned over to an animal 
welfare officer and taken to a 
shelter. Jakey was adopted by an 
unnamed individual before An¬ 
drade could get to the shelter to 
claim him. The new owner has 
declined to return the dog. 

Handcuffed fugitive 
escapes police car 

NV NEW YORK — New 
1^1 1 York police were 
searching for a suspect who 
escaped from a cruiser while 
handcuffed. 

Police said Tyrone Johnson, 24, 
escaped from custody Saturday 
while being transported to a pre¬ 
cinct in Brooklyn’s Brownsville 
neighborhood. 

Johnson was taken into custody 
at 4:30 a.m. Saturday when police 
stopped him in his car, apparently 
for not signaling. They discovered 


an outstanding bench warrant for 
his arrest on a prior charge. 

Police said he was in the back 
seat of the police car, hands 
cuffed behind his back, when he 
somehow bolted. 

Artifacts from 1857 
shipwreck to be sold 

U COLUMBUS — A sub- 
II mersible that helped 
retrieve gold from an 1857 ship¬ 
wreck off the South Carolina 
coast three decades ago is for 
sale, along with the ship’s large, 
bronze bell and other artifacts. 

The Columbus Dispatch report¬ 
ed the sale of items from the ship¬ 
wrecked S.S. Central America. 

The recovery project is being 
overseen by a court because it’s 
tied to legal proceedings involv¬ 
ing ex-fugitive treasure hunter 
Tommy Thompson. He found the 
wreckage on a voyage funded by 
investors who later sued because 
they didn’t share in the profits. 

Central Ohio auctioneer Robert 
Cassel, who’s working on the sale, 
said there are thousands of items, 
including jewelry, passengers’ 
tickets and cigars. 

From wire reports 
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Mandel makes 
26 cases for 
return of show 

By Rick Bentley 

Tribune News Service 

CNBC executives have said 
“deal” to bringing back the tele¬ 
vision game show “Deal or No 
Deal.” Almost 10 years since the 
competition program hosted by 
Howie Mandel went off the air, 
new episodes will air on the cable 
channel. 

The new order, which includes 
30 one-hour episodes, begins 
airing stateside 
on Wednesday. 
Along with the 
return of Man- 
del as host and 
the models who 
back him up, the 
show continues 
the challenge of 
having contes¬ 
tants trying to 
predict which 
of 26 suitcases 
will win them $1 million (or leave 
with as little as one cent). 

But the new deal does come with 
some modifications. The mysteri¬ 
ous shadowy figure known as 
The Banker, who tries to tempt 
players with confirmed amounts 
of money, is now a woman. And 
once she has revealed her offer, 
players will be allowed to negoti¬ 
ate for a higher sum. 

Over the years, Mandel has 
heard the rumor that there really 
isn’t a Banker and he’s the one 
who is setting the counter offers. 
He stresses there really is a per¬ 
son on the other end of the phone 
whose job is to look at what is hap¬ 
pening strictly from a financial 
point of view. All contestants are 
told in advance that the only job of 
the Banker is to get the player to 
take the lowest amount of money. 
Mandel says the only difference 
is that the new Banker seems to 
be shrewder than he remembers. 

Mandel’s excited about re¬ 
turning to the game show, but 
he wasn’t as eager back in 2005 
when he was first offered the op¬ 
portunity. Comedians hosting 
game shows are plentiful today, 
but at that time it was a rarity. 
Mandel was so concerned about 
damaging the acting career he 
had cultivated with projects such 
as “St. Elsewhere” and “Bobby’s 
World” that he turned down the 
hosting job three times. 

It was his wife, Terry, who fi¬ 
nally persuaded Mandel to say 
yes. The results changed his life 
and career. 

“I went and taped six shows.... 
It was the first time I didn’t show 
up with an act. I didn’t show up 
with lines to recite. I didn’t show 
up with anything prepared. I 
just thought, ‘You know, I’m 
just Howie.’ And some people 
won money and some lives were 
changed,” Mandel says. “I flew 
to Miami, and within 30 seconds, 
the first person said to me, ‘deal 
or no deal?’ 

“I had a catchphrase. And the 
thing just exploded. Then on 
other networks, you started see¬ 
ing them hire Jeff Foxworthy to 
do ‘Are You Smarter Than a 5th 
Grader?’ I think Steve Harvey 
owes me his entire career.” 



Mandel 



Hootie & the Blowfish hit the road after 10-year break 


By Kristin M. Hall 

Associated Press 

T wenty-five years after “Cracked Rear 
View” launched their careers, Gram- 
my-winning rock band Hootie & the 
Blowfish will release a new album and 
launch an official tour next year after a decade- 
long break. 

The Southern pop-rockers, featuring lead 
singer Darius Rucker, Mark Bryan, Jim Sonefeld 
and Dean Felber, broke out with their mqjor label 
debut in 1994, which has been certified 21 times 
platinum and made the Recording Industry As¬ 
sociation of America’s list of the top 10 most pop¬ 
ular albums of all time. 

With hits like “Hold My Hand,” “Let Her Cry” 
and “Only Wanna Be With You,” the South Caro¬ 
lina-based band went from playing college bars 
to selling out arenas and winning best new artist 
at the Grammy Awards in 1996. The band put out 
five studio albums and other live albums, never 
coming close to the popularity of the first, with 
the last one in 2006. Their last official tour was 
in 2007. 

But with a big anniversary approaching in 
2019, the four musicians who still play together a 
couple times a year for annual charity events de¬ 
cided it was time to go out on the road and bring 
with them some new music. 

“Nothing has changed,” insists Rucker, who is 
now a major country star in his own right. “When 
the four of us get back together, we fall into the 
same dynamic of the band that’s always there. 
We’ve been a band for pretty much 30 years now. 
We’re just older now. There’s a lot less alcohol.” 

Rucker said they hope to have a single out in 
the spring with a full album next summer. The 
Group Therapy Tour starts May 30, 2019, in Vir¬ 
ginia Beach, Va., and will hit 44 cities, including 
the Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles, T-Mobile 
Arena in Las Vegas, Madison Square Garden in 
New York and Bridgestone Arena in Nashville. 
The tour ends in Columbia, S.C., on Sept. 13. 

The band talked to The Associated Press from 
Columbia, where they all met as students at the 
University of South Carolina, to discuss why their 
album was so successful, deciding to go dormant 
as Rucker explored his solo career and return¬ 
ing to their hometown on tour. The answers have 
been edited for brevity. 

AP: How different does the campus look 
now from when you went there? 

Felber: The university has changed a lot. The 
dorm where we actually met is now in the dump. 
(The university demolished the dorm several 
years ago.) It’s improved and grown massively. 


Bryan: One interesting fact is we’re going to be 
doing our first Columbia, South Carolina, show 
in probably 20 years. The town that we came out 
of, that we played a million shows in when we 
were young, we haven’t played here in 20 years 
or almost. 

Are you expecting a lot of old college friends 
to start texting you again? 

Rucker: We’re changing our phone numbers. 

Looking back at “Cracked Rear View,” the 
crazy amount of success and attention must 
have been a big change for you. 

Rucker: We probably toured seven years be¬ 
fore we got a record deal. 

Felber: We did two cassettes and a CD before 
we got signed and did “Cracked Rear View,” and 
had been on the road for four years pretty solid. 
By the time we got there, we were pretty ready 
and pretty busy. 

Bryan: But we also jumped to the big stages 
really quick, which we weren’t used to. So, it was 
kind of interesting trying to take our set from 
like a club show to these big arenas and that sort 
of thing. So, there was definitely a period of tran¬ 
sition there. 

That album came out when the dominant 
sound in rock was grunge. Did that set you 
apart? 

Sonefeld: Our music was going against the 
grain of what was popular on radio at the time. It 
was more of the angst-driven, harder-edged rock, 
and I think we brought back melody and brought 
back some of the harmony sounds that weren’t 
really in the middle of rock radio at the time. 

Was there a conscious decision to put the 
band on hold? 

Sonefeld: The idea of going dormant for an un¬ 
known period of time can be daunting or scary. 
But we felt like going away for a while, getting 
back to our families and a little bit more of a sed¬ 
entary lifestyle might be a good experiment. We 
didn’t say we were going away for six months or 
six years. We just said, ‘Let’s go dormant.’ And 
Darius was releasing his first (country) single 
at the same time. So, he really got the opportu¬ 
nity to put a great effort, a full effort into country 
music. 

Where are you in the recording process? 

Felber: We have a bunch of songs, and so now 
we are just working on it and getting them togeth¬ 
er and deciding which ones are going to be good 
and which ones aren’t going to be good. And then 
just kind of playing and writing in the studio. 

Darius, are you ready to rock again after a 
decade in country music? 

Rucker: I am looking forward to rocking again. 
Gonna be fun. 


Hootie & the Blowfish — from left, Dean Felber, Darius Rucker, Jim Sonefeld and Mark Bryan — 
is returning with a tour and album 25 years after “Cracked Rear View” launched the South 
Carolina-based rock band. “We’re just older now. There’s less alcohol,” says Rucker. 

Sean Rayford, Invision/AP 


Drake rules 
most-streamed 
lists for 2018 

From wire services 

It’s no surprise, but Drake is 
the king of Spotify and Apple: He 
is the most-streamed artist of the 
year globally on both platforms. 

Spotify announced Tuesday 
that the rapper earned 8.2 bil¬ 
lion streams in 2018. He also has 
the year’s most-streamed album 
and song on each platform with 
“Scorpion” and “God’s Plan.” 

Drake is also Spotify’s most- 
streamed artist of all time. 

Following Drake on Spotify’s 
2018 list of top artists are Post 
Malone, XXXTentacion, J Balvin 
and Ed Sheeran, who was Spo¬ 
tify’s most-streamed artist last 
year. 

No women made the Top 5, but 
Ariana Grande ranks first among 
female artists globally on Spo¬ 
tify. She’s followed by Dua Lipa, 
Cardi B, Taylor Swift and Camila 
Cabello. 

Drake not only has the year’s 
top song on Spotify, his hit “In 
My Feelings” came in fifth on 
the list. “Sad!” by XXXTenta¬ 
cion, who died in June, came in 
second. Malone has the third and 
fourth most-streamed songs with 
“Rockstar” and “Psycho.” 

Malone’s “Beerbongs & Bent¬ 
leys” is the second most-streamed 
album on Spotify behind Drake’s 
“Scorpion.” XXXTentacion, Lipa 
and Sheeran round out the Top 5. 

On Apple, Drake’s “Nice for 
What” came in second on the 
most-streamed song list, and “In 
My Feelings” was No. 4. 

Drake’s fifth studio album had 
four other songs in the top 100 on 
Apple including “Nonstop,” “I’m 
Upset,” “Mob Ties” and “Don’t 
Matter To Me,” featuring Michael 
Jackson. 

Post Malone’s songs “Rock- 
star” and “Psycho” were in Ap¬ 
ple’s top 5. His album “Beerbongs 
& Bentleys” was the second-most 
streamed followed by Cardi B’s, 
the late XXXTentacion and Tra¬ 
vis Scott. 

Other news 

■ Eddie Murphy and his fian¬ 
cee, Paige Butcher, have a new 
baby boy. The couple released a 
statement Monday saying Max 
Charles Murphy was born Nov. 30 
and weighed 6 pounds, 11 ounces. 
The boy’s middle name is a trib¬ 
ute to Murphy’s older brother and 
fellow comedian Charlie Mur¬ 
phy, who died of leukemia last 
year. It’s the 10th child for Eddie 
Murphy, 57, the second child for 
the 39-year-old Butcher, and the 
couple’s second child together. 

■ Police found no evidence of 
wrongdoing after investigating 
allegations that relatives of radio 
personality Casey Kasem were 
responsible for his 2014 death but 
will now turn the matter over to 
prosecutors, officials in Washing¬ 
ton state said Nov. 30. 

■ Salim Akil, the executive 
producer and director of the 
CW series “Black Lightning,” 
has flatly denied allegations of 
domestic abuse and copyright 
infringement that were recently 
brought against him by actress 
Amber Dixon Brenner. 
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OPINION _ 

Should we tinker with human blueprints? 


By Elizabeth Bruenig 

The Washington Post 

S ometimes the future arrives in 
waves, advancing abruptly and then 
withdrawing. Last week, a Chinese 
researcher named He Jiankui an¬ 
nounced that he had successfully altered 
the genetic code of a pair of twin girls born 
this month. He said that while they were 
still embryos, he had edited the babies’ 
genes to make them resistant to HIV infec¬ 
tion, but he offered few further details. 

Scientists and bioethicists from around 
the world were incensed by He’s an¬ 
nouncement, given serious concerns about 
the danger the still-developing technology 
could pose to humans. Jennifer Doudna, a 
researcher at the University of California 
at Berkeley who helped develop the gene¬ 
editing technique known as CRISPR, said 
she was “deeply disappointed” and “a bit 
horrified” by what He had done, adding 
that his intervention was not medically 
necessary and breached international 
guidelines on the use of gene-editing tech¬ 
nology. Likewise, the National Institutes of 
Health released a trenchant statement de¬ 
crying “a deeply disturbing willingness by 
Dr. He and his team to flout international 
ethical norms.” Chinese authorities have 
called for a halt to He’s research. But He 
says the two infants weren’t the only ones 
he worked on, and has raised the possibil¬ 
ity that another child with edited genes is 
yet to be born. 

It’s a jarring reminder that technology 
will soon place us in the position of tinker¬ 
ing with the blueprint of what makes us 
who we are. The time might not come to¬ 
morrow. But even if it comes in 100 years, 
my guess is that we will still be morally 
unprepared to handle the decisions we will 
find ourselves faced with. Because to know 
what a human being ought to be, you have 


to have some sense of what a human is for 
— an issue we barely contemplate as a so¬ 
ciety, much less share some general sense 
of. 

Consider fixing a toaster. You know what 
a toaster is for, so if some part of it is bro¬ 
ken, it’s relatively clear how it needs to be 
fixed. If a heating element is damaged, it 
needs to be able to heat again — because 
toasting bread is what a toaster is for, 
and that requires heat. Now consider that 
you’ve been tasked with fixing something 
described to you only as the best possible 
machine. Though certain repairs might 
be obvious, simply making a machine bet¬ 
ter for the sake of being better widens the 
horizon of possible changes tremendously. 
What do you add to a machine that’s only 
meant to be better and better? Heating ele¬ 
ments, cooling ones, weapons, defenses? It 
would be hard to know where to begin. 

When it comes to humans, the task is 
even more complicated. In contemporary 
Western society, we tend to decide what 
human beings are for at an individual 
level, with each person choosing his or her 
own purpose in life. And that can work 
well enough, until the potential to refash¬ 
ion what a person is comes into play. If 
each family determines individually, for 
instance, that its child ought to be as intel¬ 
ligent and athletic as genetically possible, 
then we’ll be living in a world populated 
with Olympian geniuses. 

But we’ll still be living in a society that’s 
set up mostly for ordinary people, and 
therein lies the problem. The labor market 
won’t suddenly shift to provide jobs and 
tasks that suit extraordinary intelligence 
and athletic ability; we will still need to fill 
fairly mundane positions, in which average 
people might be perfectly content but ar¬ 
tificially engineered superhumans might 
not. In that case, the independent creation 


of particular kinds of individuals will begin 
to strain society as a whole. 

Then, too, there is the stratification of 
society by alteration, and the potential 
drift toward uniformity, as parents making 
decisions about what talents to endow their 
children with all look toward the same 
kinds of success. Looking to the kinds of 
traits that will succeed in labor markets 
or current social structures is just another 
way to bypass answering the deeper ques¬ 
tion of what people are meant to be, what 
we’re for. It offloads the problem onto the 
ad-hoc realities of the day rather than at¬ 
tempting to form a coherent answer that 
encompasses all people with a common 
good in mind. 

We are creatures made for social liv¬ 
ing. But we think, now, only as individuals. 
This has long caused a certain amount of 
tension, though at a semimanageable level. 
But if gene editing becomes commonplace, 
our estrangement from our essential soci¬ 
ality will likely manifest in more and more 
troubling ways: in an overabundance of 
people made for individual greatness, for 
instance, with little thought given to the 
functioning of society as a whole and in 
the inadvertent creation of classes of the 
fit and the unfit. None of this means that 
gene-editing technology can’t be used for 
good; it means only that we seem morally 
unprepared for the technological capabili¬ 
ties we’re fast acquiring. 

And maybe none of this will happen, or 
maybe it will happen so slowly we barely 
notice, or maybe it will happen in a very 
long time. But it’s worth keeping in mind 
that a society can be technologically capa¬ 
ble of producing a solution before it’s mor¬ 
ally capable of comprehending a problem. 
Uncertain things lie down that path. 

Elizabeth Bruenig is a Washington Post opinion 
columnist. 


Can any economic measure hold China back? 


By Lawrence H. Summers 
Special to The Washington Post 

P residents Donald Trump and Xi 
Jinping reached an agreement 
over the weekend at the Group 
of 20 meeting in Argentina on a 
framework for trade dialogue that will 
delay the imposition of new U.S. tariffs. 
While surely better than the alternative, 
this step does not address any of the funda¬ 
mental tensions in the economic relation¬ 
ship between the United States and China. 

Few observers doubt that China needs 
to make significant changes in areas 
such as intellectual property, the rights 
of foreign investors and subsidies to state- 
owned companies if it is to meet interna¬ 
tional norms. Antipathy toward Chinese 
economic practices is hardly confined to 
Trump. Recent months have witnessed 
attacks on the existing economic relation¬ 
ship from members of previous U.S. ad¬ 
ministrations, noted China experts and the 
American business community. Indeed, it 
can be fairly said there are no China ac- 
commodationists left in Washington. When 
foreign governments get past their frustra¬ 
tions with the Trump administration, they 
acknowledge that they, too, are frustrated 
with Chinese commercial practices. 

Yet it is also easy to sympathize with 
Chinese leaders who insist that China’s po¬ 
litical system is for it to choose, and that 
economic negotiations should focus on the 
pragmatic identification of win-win oppor¬ 
tunities rather than on questions of ide¬ 
ology. At the same time, it is hard to see 
how anyone with a modicum of historical 
knowledge could fail to be concerned by a 
combination of increased domestic repres¬ 
sion, centralization of power in one man, 


rapidly increased military spending and 
rhetoric about enlarging China’s role in 
the world. 

The United States requires a viable strat¬ 
egy for addressing its legitimate griev¬ 
ances. Unfortunately, neither rage nor 
proclamation constitutes such a strategy. 
A viable approach would involve feasible 
objectives clearly conveyed and supported 
by carrots and sticks, along with a willing¬ 
ness to define and accept success. 

At the heart of the problem in defining 
an economic strategy toward China is the 
following awkward fact: Suppose China 
had been fully compliant with every trade 
and investment rule and had been as open 
to the world as the most open countries at 
its income level. China might have grown 
faster because it reformed more rapidly, or 
it might have grown more slowly because 
of reduced subsidies or more foreign com¬ 
petition. But it is highly unlikely that its 
growth rate would have been altered by as 
much as 1 percent. 

Equally, while some U.S. companies 
might earn more profits operating in 
China, and some job displacement in U.S. 
manufacturing because of Chinese state 
subsidies may have occurred, it cannot be 
argued seriously that unfair Chinese trade 
practices have affected U.S. growth by 
even 0.1 percent a year. 

This is not to say that China is not a 
threat to the international order. It is a 
seismic event for the United States to be 
overtaken after a century as the world’s 
largest economy. If, as is plausible though 
far from certain, the United States loses its 
lead over the next decade in information 
technology, artificial intelligence and bio¬ 
tech, the trauma will be magnified. 

Can the United States imagine a viable 


global economic system in 2050 in which 
its economy is half the size of the world’s 
largest? Could a political leader acknowl¬ 
edge that reality in a way that permits 
negotiation over what such a world would 
look like? While it might be unacceptable 
to the United States to be so greatly sur¬ 
passed in economic scale, does it have the 
means to stop it? Can China be held down 
without inviting conflict? 

These are hard questions without obvi¬ 
ous answers. But that is no excuse for ig¬ 
noring them and focusing only on short-run 
frustrations. China appears to be willing to 
accommodate the United States on specific 
trade issues as long as the United States ac¬ 
cepts its right to flourish and grow, know¬ 
ing that sheer weight of numbers will make 
it the clear world’s largest economy before 
long. 

That is a deal the United States should 
take while it can. It can bluster but it can¬ 
not, in an open world, suppress the Chinese 
economy. Trying to do so risks strengthen¬ 
ing the most anti-American elements in 
Beijing. 

Trump, for all his failings, has China’s 
attention on economic issues in a way that 
eluded his predecessors. The question is 
whether he will be able to use his leverage 
to accomplish something important. That 
will depend on his ability to convince the 
Chinese that the United States is capable 
of taking yes for an answer, and on his will¬ 
ingness to go beyond small-bore commer¬ 
cialism. We can hope, but we should not 
hold our breath. 


Lawrence H. Summers is a professor at and past 
president of Harvard University. He was treasury 
secretary from 1999 to 2001 and an economic 
adviser to President Barack Obama from 2009 
through 2010. 
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included in the Thursday, Dec. 6 
edition of Stars and Stripes 


1968: The year that changed the war - and America 


SPECIAL REPORT 


Stars and Stripes looks back 50 years to the Vietnam War’s most 
pivotal year - 1968. 16 pages of exclusive content covering the signature 
battles abroad, the protests, politics and turmoil at home. 

Pick up this commemorative special section Thursday, 

Dec. 6, inside your copy of Stars and Stripes. 
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HERE'S THE NOTE 
FROfA tAY DOCTOR 
THAT YOU ASKED 
FOR. 









Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Vinyl records 

4 Away from NNW 

7 Surrealist Joan 

8 Actor Keach 
10 Pago Pago’s 

place 

II Core groups 
13 Informal meal 

16 Rm. coolers 

17 Scatterbrained 
18— chi 

19 Exploits 

20 Canal zones? 

21 Regarding 
23 Persnickety 

25 Nile queen, 
informally 

26 Boston — 
Orchestra 

27 Patient’s need, 
briefly 

28 Brings up 
30 That girl 

33 Formal meal 

36 Sartre play 

37 Rich soils 

38 Jockey’s handful 

39 Rowboat needs 


40 Wooden pin 

41 Stanley Cup org. 

DOWN 

1 Long rides? 

2 Ship’s front 

3 Scoundrel 

4 Antlered animals 

5 “Sorry to say ...” 

6 Beige 

7 Artist Chagall 

8 Sings like Ella 

9 Meddlers 

10 Govt, lender 
12 Spine-tingling 

14 Coffin stand 

15 That man’s 


19 Roswell sighting 

20 Curvy letter 

21 Fully committed 

22 Word with public 
or private 

23 Nixon successor 

24 Letter after tau 

25 Dol. fractions 

26 Trousers 
28— Hart 

(“Chicago” role) 

29 “Dallas” surname 

30 Entangle 

31 Bottom lines? 

32 Triage ctrs. 

34 Profound 

35 Ham’s dad 
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12-5 CRYPTOQUIP 


VNPDENQW CNCHFFW VGXHYDQ 
NJJ CSD ZHYYDQ FDHCSDX 


JXNP CSMV VIXJHGD. SHV MC 


EDDZ QMV-VIDQDQ? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN MY CHEESE- 
LOVING SISTER BECOMES TWENTY YEARS OLD, 
I INTEND TO GIVE HER BIRTHDAY GRATINGS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals C 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 



buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 


■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 



Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 141 

Travel 1000 

US SPEC Cars & Trucks 

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 
New Vehicle Broker 

Great Pricing & Discounts 
Shipping Worldwide 

www.alliedautousa.com 

"Winter in Garmisch!** 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 

N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

a 

Autos for Sale 
■Germany 142 


1 1 Free Classifieds!! 1 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 

US SPEC Vehicles 

1. J III 


Free Europe-wide delivery 


Jobs Wanted 640 

Help Wanted: 

Full time receptionist needed for 
H&R Block located in the KMCC 
mall for Tax Season 2019. 
Experience preferred. 

Call 06158-8239377 or 
email eclemons@hrblock.com 

Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 

STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^STRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Deals 


Pro soccer 


MLS playoffs 


Knockout Round 
Wednesday, Oct. 31 

New York City FC 3, Philadelphia 1 
Portland 2, FC Dallas 1 

Thursday, Nov. 1 

Columbus 2, D.C. United 2, Columbus 
advances on penalty kicks 3-2 
Real Salt Lake 3, Los Angeles FC 2 

Conference Semifinals 
Home-and-home 

Eastern Conference 

Columbus 1, New York 0 
Atlanta 1, New York City FC 0 
Western Conference 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Real Salt Lake 1 
Second leg 
Eastern Conference 
Atlanta 3, New York City FC 1, Atlanta 
advances on 4-1 aggregate 

New Yok 3, Columbus 0, New York ad¬ 
vances on 3-1 aggregate 

Western Conference 
Seattle 3, Portland 2, 4-4 aggregate; 
Portland advanced on 4-2 penalty kicks 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Real Salt Lake 
2, Sporting KC advances on 5-3 aggre- 




Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 


Western Conference 
First leg 

Sporting Kansas City 0, Portland 0 

Second leg 

Portland 3, Sporting Kansas City 2, 
Portland advanced on 3-2 aggregate 

MLS Cup 
Saturday, Dec. 8 

Portland at Atlanta 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Dec. 2 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 


1. UMass (26) 

2. St. Cloud State (22) 

3. Minnesota State (1) 

4. Minnesota Duluth (1) 

5. Notre Dame 

6. Denver 

7. Ohio State 


8. Quinnipiac 

9. Penn State 

10. Providence 

11. Union 

12. Bowling Green 

13. Northeastern 

14. North Dakota 

15. Michigan 

16. Clarkson 

17. Miami 

18. Cornell 

19. Arizona State 

20. Michigan Tech 


AP sportlight 


Saturday, Dec. 8 
EAST 

Army (9-2) vs. Navy (3-9) at Philadelphia 

Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T (9-2) vs. Alcorn State (9-3) 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane (6-6) vs. Louisiana-Lafayette (7-6) 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

North Texas (9-3) vs. Utah State (10-2) 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Fresno State (11-2) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern (9-3) vs. Eastern 
Michigan (7-5) 

New Orleans Bowl 

Middle Tennessee (8-5) vs. Appala¬ 
chian State (10-2) 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 

UAB (10-3) vs. North Illinois (8-5), 7 
p.m. (ESPN) 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
San Diego State (7-5) vs. Ohio (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Marshall (8-4) vs. South Florida (7-5) 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Toledo (7-5) vs. FI U (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Western Michigan (7-5) vs. BYU (6-6) 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

Memphis (8-5) vs. Wake Forest (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Houston (8-4) vs. Army (9-2) 

Dollar General Bowl 


Buffalo (10-3) vs. Troy (9-3) 

Hawaii Bowl 


11- 1-2 959 1 

12- 2-0 880 4 

10-3-1 876 2 

10-4-1 733 8 

7- 3-2 714 7 

9-4-3 713 5 

13- 2-0 687 9 

10-4-1 565 6 

8- 4-3 548 10 

8- 3-2 499 11 

10-3-2 467 12 

9- 3-1 459 13 

8-6-1 322 15 

6-6-3 178 14 

8- 5-0 169 17 

9- 6-3 168 - 

6-5-0 162 16 

10-6-0 146 18 

8-5-1 103 


Others receiving votes: Western 
Michigan 88, Yale 45, Minnesota 17, Lake 
Superior 11, Princeton 9, Air Force 6, Har¬ 
vard 3, Colorado College 2, American 
International 2, Dartmouth 2, Boston Col¬ 
lege 2, Wisconsin 1. 


Dec. 5 

1924 - Red Green of the Hamilton Ti¬ 
gers scores five goals in a 10-5 victory 
over the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

1971 — Willie Ellison of the Los An¬ 
geles Rams sets an NFL record with 247 
yards rushing in a 45-28 victory over the 
New Orleans Saints. Teammate Travis 
Williams also returns a kickoff 105 yards 
for a touchdown. 

1972 — Johnny Rodgers of Nebraska 
wins the Heisman Trophy, beating out 
Oklahoma’s Gregg Pruitt and teammate 
Rich Glover. The all-purpose back gains 
5,586 yards and scored 45 touchdowns in 
his collegiate career. 

1974 — David Thompson scores an 
ACC-record 57 points to lead North Car¬ 
olina State to a 144-88 rout of Buffalo 
State. Thompson surpasses the 56 points 
scored by South Carolina’s John Roche 
against Furman on Feb. 5,1971. 

1976 - O.J. Simpson of the Buffalo Bills 
rushes for 203 yards and a touchdown in 
a 45-27 loss to the Miami Dolphins. 

1981 — Southern California’s Marcus 
Allen, who set an NCAA record for yards 
rushing in a season with 2,342, wins the 
Heisman Trophy. 

1987 — Tim Brown, wide receiver and 
kick returner from Notre Dame, is award¬ 
ed the Heisman Trophy. 


Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
Alabama (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 


Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio State (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl 
winner 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


Louisiana Tech (7-5) vs. Hawaii (8-5) 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Minnesota (6-6) vs. Georgia Tech (7-5) 

Cheez-lt Bowl 

California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State 
(10-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 


Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, Notre Dame (12-0) vs. 
Clemson (13-0) 


1992 — Second-ranked Alabama beats 
No. 15 Florida 28-21 in the first SEC cham¬ 
pionship game. Alabama’s Antonio Lang- 
ham intercepts a Shane Matthews pass, 
returning it 27 yards for a touchdown 
with 3:16 left in the game. 

2004 — Peyton Manning of Indianapo¬ 
lis is 25-for-33 for 425 yards with three 
touchdowns and two interceptions in 
a 51-24 win over Tennessee. Manning 
notches his 13th straight multi-TD game, 
breaking the NFL record held by Dan Ma¬ 
rino, Johnny Unitas, Don Meredith and 
Brett Favre. 

2012 — Kobe Bryant scores 29 points, 
making him the fifth player in NBA his¬ 
tory to score 30,000, and the Los Angeles 
Lakers snap a two-game skid with a 103- 
87 victory over the New Orleans Hornets. 
The other players to score more than 
30,000 are Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Karl 
Malone, Michael Jordan and Wilt Cham¬ 
berlain. 

2016 — Klay Thompson has 60 points, 
an NBA season high and the most by a 
Golden State player in more than 42 
years, as the Warriors whip the Indiana 
Pacers 142-106. Thompson scores 40 by 
halftime in just 18-plus minutes. He had 
a career-best 60 points through three 
quarters and called it a night, sitting 
down with 1:22 left in the period. 


FCS playoffs 


Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 7 

Maine (9-3) at Weber State (10-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 8 

Colgate (10-1) at North Dakota State 
(12-0) 

South Dakota State (9-2) at Kennesaw 
State (11-1) 

UC Davis (10-2) at Eastern Washington 
(10-2) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 8 

Notre Dame (Ohio) (13-0) at Valdosta 
State (12-0) 

Ferris State (14-0) at Minnesota State- 
Mankato (13-0) 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
At McKinney, Texas 

Semifinal winners 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 8 

Johns Hopkins (12-1) at Mount Union 
(13-0) 

Mary Hardin-Baylor (13-0) vs. Wiscon- 
sin-Whitewater (12-0) 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 14 
At Shenandoah, Texas 

Semifinal winners 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. IS 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Morningside (14-0) vs. Bene 
(Kan.) (13-1) 


AP Men's Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ coflege basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 2, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Gonzaga (43) 8-0 1578 1 

2. Kansas (19) 6-0 1539 2 

3. Duke (1) 7-1 1463 3 

4. Virginia (1) 7-0 1367 4 

5. Michigan 8-0 1339 7 

6. Nevada 8-0 1300 5 

7. Tennessee 6-1 1238 6 

8. Auburn 6-1 1154 8 

9. Kentucky 7-1 1070 10 

10. Michigan St. 6-2 915 9 

11. Florida St. 6-1 871 15 

12. Wisconsin 7-1 809 22 

13. Texas Tech 7-0 783 20 

14. North Carolina 6-2 782 11 

15. Virginia Tech 6-1 675 13 

16. Kansas St. 6-1 629 12 

17. Buffalo 7-0 515 21 

18. Iowa 6-1 417 14 

19. Ohio St. 7-1 385 16 

20. Arizona St. 7-0 384 - 

21. Villanova 6-2 356 23 

22. Mississippi St. 6-1 243 25 

23. Maryland 7-1 204 24 

24. Nebraska 7-1 176 - 

25. Furman 8-0 101 — 

Others receiving votes: Purdue 100, 

Syracuse 62, Marquette 47, Iowa St. 46, 
Texas 44, Creighton 42, St. John’s 39, 
Houston 30, NC State 14, Indiana 13, Ari¬ 
zona 12, Clemson 11, Louisville 11, Rad¬ 
ford 9, TCU 9, Arkansas 3, Notre Dame 
3, Oregon 3, UCLA 3, Boston College 2, 
Florida 2, Davidson 1, Oklahoma 1. 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 1 Gonzaga vs. Washington 

No. 3 Duke vs. Hartford 

No. 13 Texas Tech vs. Arkansas-Pine Bluff 

No. 14 North Carolina vs. UNC Wilm- 


____doyne 

No. 19 Ohio State vs. Illinois at the 
United Center 

No. 21 Villanova vs. Temple 
No. 24 Nebraska at Minnesota 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Delaware St. 102, Cairn 66 
Georgetown 88, Liberty 78 
Niagara 71, Pittsburgh 70 
St. Francis Brooklyn 104, St. Joseph’s 
(NY) 75 

SOUTH 

ETSU 107, Reinhardt 60 
Florida St. 83, Troy 67 
Georgia 92, Texas Southern 75 
Lindsey Wilson 94, Simmons 61 
UMBC 71, Coppin St. 60 
Vermont 72, George Mason 67 
Virginia 83, Morgan St. 45 
MIDWEST 

Benedictine (III.) 69, Kalamazoo 62 
DePaul 65, Florida A&M 50 
Iowa St. 81, N. Dakota St. 59 
Michigan St. 90, Iowa 68 
Mount Mercy 93, St. Ambrose 90 
Wisconsin 69, Rutgers 64 
SOUTHWEST 

Texas A&M 80, Northwestern St. 59 

FAR WEST 

CS Northridge 90, Pepperdine 83 
Montana 80, Coll, of Idaho 52 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Dec. 2, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn(31) 7-0 775 2 

2. Notre Dame 7-1 719 1 

3. Oregon 7-0 707 3 

4. Baylor 7-0 689 4 

5. Louisville 8-0 661 5 


Monday’s transactions 


6-1 549 9 

6-0 524 11 
8-0 473 13 

6- 1 446 8 

7- 1 438 10 
7-0 362 15 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 8 

At Madison Square Garden Theater, 
New York, Vasyl Lomachenko vs. Jose Pe- 
draza, 12, for Lomachenko’s WBA light¬ 
weight title and Pedraza’s WBO light¬ 
weight title; Isaac Dogboe vs. Emanuel 
Navarrete, 12, for Dogboe’s WBO junior 
featherweight title: Teofimo Lopez vs. 
Mason Menard, 10, lightweights. 

Dec. 14 

At The American Bank Center, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Jesse 
Hart, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super mid¬ 
dleweight title 

Dec. 15 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Rocky Fielding vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, for 
Fielding’s WBA regular super middle¬ 
weight title; David Lemieux vs. Tureano 
Johnson, 12, middleweights; Tevin Farm¬ 
er vs. Francisco Fonseca, 12, for Farmer’s 
IBF junior lightweight title; Sadam AM vs. 
Mauricio Herrera, 10, welterweights. 

Dec. 22 

At Manchester (England) Arena, Josh 
Warrington vs. Carl Frampton, 12, for 
Warrington’s IBF featherweight title; 
Liam Williams vs. Mark Heffron, 12, 
middleweights; Nathan Gorman vs Alex 
Leapai, 10, heavyweights. 


8. Oregon St. 

9. Tennessee 

10. NC State 

11. Stanford 

12. Texas 

13. California 

14. V 

15. S 

16. I<_ _ __ 

17. Arizona St. 5-2 222 19 

18. Marquette 6-1 195 22 

19. Kentucky 8-0 194 25 

20. DePaul 4-3 177 16 

21. Drake 7-1 157 24 

22. South Carolina 4-4 113 18 

23. Missouri 6-2 95 — 

24. Gonzaga 8-1 93 — 

25. Miami 7-2 68 21 

Others receiving votes: Texas A&M 

57, Iowa St. 37, South Florida 24, Florida 
St. 20, Virginia Tech 20, West Virginia 
16, Georgia 14, South Dakota 7, Indiana 
5, Southern Cal 5, Michigan St. 3, Cent 


Monday’s women’s scores 

SOUTH 

Cumberlands 53, Virgin Island 43 
James Madison 68, Dayton 55 
Lindsey Wilson 104, Simmons 31 
Mount St. Mary’s 69, Gardner-Webb 62 
SC State 67, Bob Jones 51 
UNC Asheville 92, Warren Wilson 31 
MIDWEST 
DePaul 102, Temple 88 
IUPUI 64, Indiana St. 59 
Illinois Wesleyan 77, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 72 
Loyola of Chicago 64, W. Michigan 53 
WIs.-Stout 75, Martin Luther 34 


. /d, iviamn luli 
SOUTHWEST 
Oral Roberts 94, Central Christian 
(Kan.) 47 


BASEBALL 
American League 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Named Jer¬ 
emy Reed hitting coach, Doug White 
pitching coach, Jesus Feliciano outfield/ 
first base coach, Mike Gallego infield/ 
third base coach, Shawn Wooten assis¬ 
tant hitting coach, Paul Sorrento hitting 
instructor, Jose Molikna catching coach 
and Andrew Bailey bullpen coach. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Traded 2B Rob¬ 
inson Cano, RHP Edwin Diaz and cash to 
the N.Y. Mets for OF Jay Bruce, OF Jarred 
Kelenic and RHPs Anthony Swarzak, Ger- 
son Bautista and Justin Dunn. 

National League 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Agreed to 
terms with manager Dave Roberts on a 
four-year contract. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Signed IB Pedro 
Alvarez, SS Dixon Machado, RHP R.J. Al¬ 
varez, 3B Jon Berti and Deven Marrero, 
Cs Bryan Holaday and Rodrigo Vigil, OFs 
Gabriel Guerrero and Harold Ramiez and 
LHPs Mike Kickham and Brian Moran to 
minor league contracts. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Traded IB 
Carlos Santana and INF J.P. Crawford to 
Seattle for SS Jean Segura, LHP James 
Pazos and RHP Juan Nicasio. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Fired coach Fred 
Hoiberg. Promoted associate head coach 
Jim Boylen to head coach. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Recalled F 
Okaro White from Capital City (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Fired defen¬ 
sive line coach Brady Hoke and assis¬ 
tant secondary/cornerbacks coach Jeff 
Imamura. Promoted assistant defensive 
line coach Sam Mills III to defensive line 
coach. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Released 
OT Joe Barksdale. Promoted WR Dylan 
Cantrell from the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Waived OL Ian 
Silberman. Claimed OL Denzelle Good off 
waivers from Indianapolis. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived RB Da- 
lyn Dawkins. Released OL Jordan Morgan 
from the practice squad. Signed RB Jer¬ 
emy McNichols from Denver’s practice 
squad. Signed CB Kenneth Durden to the 
practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Suspended Detroit F Tyler Ber- 
tuzzi two games for roughing and un¬ 
sportsmanlike conduct against Colorado 
F Matt Calvert during a Dec. 2 game. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled F Conor 
Garland from Tucson (AHL). 

BUFFALO SABRES - Recalled G Jonas 
Johansson from Cincinnati (ECHL) to 
Rochester (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Claimed LW 
Brendan Leipsic off waivers from Van¬ 
couver. 

MONTREAL CANADIENS - Assigned 
G Michael McNiven from Laval (AHL) to 
Brampton (ECHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Assigned LW 
Matt Beleskey, G Alexander Georgiev 
and C Vinni Lettieri to Hartford (AHL). 
Reassigned F Ryan Gropp from Hartfrord 
to Maine (AHL). Called up D Vince Ped- 
rie from Maine to Hartford. Recalled G 
Dustin Tokarski from Hartford. 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS - Named 
Chuck Fletcher general manager. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Traded F 
Daniel Sprang to Anaheim for D Marcus 
Petterson. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled Fs Jordan 
Nolan and Jordan Kyrou and D Chris But¬ 
ler from San Antonio (AHL). 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Traded F 
Josh Leivo to Vancouver for F Michael 
Carcone. Recalled D Travis Dermottfrom 
Toronto (AHL). 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

USA SWIMMING - Named California 
coach Dave Durden coach of the 2020 
U.S. Olympic men’s team and Stanford 
coach Greg Meehan coach of the worn- 

RODEO 

PROFESSIONAL RODEO COWBOYS 
ASSOCIATION - Named Anthony Bart- 
kowski director/athletic development 
and welfare. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LOS ANGELES FC - Re-signed M Mark- 
Anthony Kaye to a three-year contract 
extension. 

PHILADELPHIA UNION - Named Oka 
Nikolov assistant coach/director of goal¬ 
keeping. 

COLLEGE 

EAST CAROLINA - Named Jon Gilbert 
athletic director and Mike Houston foot¬ 
ball coach. 

FLORIDA STATE - DE Brian Burns will 
enter the NFL draft. 

LIBERTY — Announced the retirement 
of football coach Turner Gill. 

MASSACHUSETTS - Named Walt Bell 
football coach. 

N.C. STATE - WR Kelvin Harmon will 
enter the NFL draft. 

OKLAHOMA STATE - RB Justice Hill 
will enter the NFL draft. 

RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE - Named Jo- 
siah Shepherd and Pete Olson assistant 
baseball coaches. 

SOUTH CAROLINA - Senior WR Deebo 
Samuel announced he was skipping the 
Belk Bowl so he can prepare for the NFL 
draft. 

TEMPLE — Named Edward Darrah 
mental health and performance coun¬ 
selor. 

TEXAS SOUTHERN - Named Clarence 
McKinney football coach. 
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Kucherov, 
Lightning 
top Devils 

Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — Nikita 
Kucherov and Brayden Point like 
playing on the same line, and it’s 
a combination that’s working out 
well for the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning, too. 

Kucherov had a goal and three 
assists for his first four-point 
game, Point added a goal and two 
assists, and the Lightning beat 
the struggling New Jersey Devils 
5-1 Monday night. 

“He’s a speedy player who is 
fun to play with,” Kucherov said 
of Point. 

Point returned the 
compliment. 

“He’s so easy to play with,” he 
said. “He gets the puck to me in 
easy places. Kuch just works some 
good passes and I just shoot.” 

Steven Stamkos had a goal 
and an assist, and Tyler Johnson 
and Yanni Gourde also scored to 
help the Lightning become the 
first team in the league to reach 
20 wins this season. Ryan Mc- 
Donagh had two assists and Louis 
Domingue stopped 26 shots as 
Tampa Bay got its third straight 
win and sixth in seven games. 

Egor Yakovlev scored his first 
career goal for the Devils, who 
have lost six straight and eight of 
nine. Keith Kinkaid started and 
gave up four goals on 20 shots 
before he was pulled after two 
periods. Cory Schneider had five 
saves in the third. 

“You have to give them credit,” 
Devils coach John Hynes said. 
“They are a heck of a hockey 
team. They just outworked us. 
Sometimes, it becomes a slippery 
slope. We didn’t play well enough 
to win the game.” 

Predators 2, Sabres 1: Kevin 
Fiala scored the tiebreaking goal 
late in the second period to lead 
host Nashville past Buffalo. 

Ryan Ellis also scored and 
Pekka Rinne stopped 20 shots to 
help the Predators win their sec¬ 
ond straight. 

Sam Reinhart had a goal for 
Buffalo, which has lost three 
straight after a 10-game winning 
streak. Carter Hutton had 23 
saves. 

Rinne denied a slap shot from 
the Sabres’ Jack Eichel with 15.4 
seconds remaining to preserve 
the victory. 

Stars 4, Oilers 1: Jamie 
Benn scored his fifth goal in six 
games, helping host Dallas beat 
Edmonton. 

Jason Dickinson, Brett Ritchie 
and Esa Lindell also scored in 
the Stars’ third straight win. 
Mattias Janmark had two assists 
and Anton Khudobin stopped 28 
shots. 

Jujhar Khaira spoiled Khudo- 
bin’s shutout bid with 5:24 left in 
the third and Mikko Koskinen 
finished with 21 saves as the Oil¬ 
ers snapped a three-game win¬ 
ning streak. 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Buffalo 

Boston 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Detroit 

Florida 


26 14 8 

27 12 10 

27 12 12 

27 12 12 

" 10 10 


Metropolitan Division 


1 41 108 80 

0 38 98 70 

37 86 78 

32 71 64 

29 83 88 

27 98 109 

27 76 87 

25 82 91 


Washington 26 15 
Columbus 26 15 
N.Y. Islanders 25 13 9 

N.Y. Rangers 28 13 12 

Carolina 26 12 10 

Pittsburgh 25 10 10 

Philadelphia 25 11 12 

New Jersey 26 9 12 


3 33 95 83 

2 32 90 83 

‘ 29 76 72 

29 80 88 
28 66 71 
25 83 84 
24 76 88 
23 75 91 


Nashville 

Colorado 

Winnipeg 


Western Conference 

Central Division 

L OT Pts GF GA 


27 16 6 

26 16 8 

28 15 10 

26 14 10 


Pacific Division 

lalgary 27 16 9 2 

inaheim 29 14 10 5 

ianJose 28 13 10 


Edmonton 
Arizona 
Vancouver 
Los Angeles 


13 


__ 90 67 
37 99 73 
34 91 77 

33 78 72 

30 83 76 
23 77 104 
21 74 85 

34 91 76 
33 70 83 

31 85 89 
29 82 78 
28 71 83 
26 66 66 
25 82 102 
21 58 82 

point 


27 13 12 

25 12 11 

__ 11 15 

_27 10 16 

Note: Two points for a .,_,- 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 1 
Nashville 2, Buffalo 1 
Dallas 4, Edmonton 1 

Tuesday’s games 
Winnipeg at N.Y. Islanders 
Boston at Florida 
Calgary at Columbus 
Colorado at Pittsburgh 
Ottawa at Montreal 
Tampa Bay at Detroit 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Washington at Vegas 
Minnesota at Vancouver 
Arizona at Los Angeles 

Wednesday’s games 
Edmonton at St. Louis 
Chicago at Anaheim 
Carolina at San Jose 

Thursday's games 
Detroit at Toronto 
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh 
Colorado at Florida 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Montreal at Ottawa 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Washington at Arizona 
Minnesota at Calgary 
Nashville at Vancouver 
Chicago at Vegas 
New Jersey at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Lightning 5, Devils 1 

Tampa Bay 2 2 1—5 

New Jersey 0 10—1 

First Period —1, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
12 (Point, McDonagh), 13:31. 2, Tampa 
Bay, Point 20 (Kucherov, Hedman), 19:34 
(pp). 

Second Period— 3, Tampa Bay, Johnson 
11 (McDonagh, Kucherov), 8:20. 4, New 
Jersey, Iakovlev 1 (Vatanen, Noesen), 
11:26.5, Tampa Bay, Gourde 10 (Stamkos, 
Palat), 12:39. 

Third Period— 6 , Tampa Bay, Stamkos 
9 (Point, Kucherov), 0:20 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 12-8-6—26. 
New Jersey 8-9-10—27. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 
Bay 2 of 3; New Jersey 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Domingue 11-4- 
0 (27 shots-26 saves). New Jersey, Sch¬ 
neider 0-5-0 (6-5), Kinkaid 9-7-5 (20-16). 
A-13,394 (16,514). T-2:32. 

Predators 2, Sabres 1 

Buffalo 0 10-1 

Nashville 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Ellis 2 (Jo¬ 
hansen, Josi), 16:25 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Buffalo, Reinhart 7, 
5:20.3, Nashville, Fiala5 (Ekholm, Smith), 
16:34. 

Shots on Goal— Buffalo 8-7-8—23. 
Nashville 11-8-6-25. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 0 
of 4; Nashville 1 of 2. 

Goalies- Buffalo, Hutton 12-8-1 (25 

shots-23 saves). Nashville, Rinne 12-4-1 
(22-21). 

A-17,311 (17,113). T—2:31. 

Stars 4, Oilers 1 

Edmonton 0 0 1—1 

Dallas 1 0 3-4 

First Period— 1, Dallas, Dickinson 5 
(Ritchie, Janmark), 10:59. 

Third Period— 2, Dallas, Ritchie 1 (Jan¬ 
mark), 1:51. 3, Dallas, Benn 12 (Radulov, 
Bayreuther), 7:24 (pp). 4, Edmonton, Kh¬ 
aira 1 (Wideman, Draisaitl), 14:36. 5, Dal¬ 
las, Lindell 4, 17:46 (sh). 

Shots on Goal— Edmonton 8-11-10—29. 
Dallas 4-10-11-25. 

Power-play opportunities— Edmonton 
Oof 3; Dallas 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Edmonton, Koskinen 8-3-1 
(24 shots-21 saves). Dallas, Khudobin 6- 
5-2 (29-28). 

A-18,125 (18,532). T-2:36. 



Stephen B. Morton/AP 


NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, center left, holds a jersey after the NHL Board of Governors 
announced Seattle as the league’s 32nd franchise Tuesday in Sea Island Ga. Joining Bettman are, from 
left to right, Jerry Bruckheimer, David Bonderman, David Wright, Tod Leiweke and Washington Wild 
youth hockey player Jaina Goscinski. 


NHL Board of Governors 
approves adding Seattle 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Ryan Kelly, left, Otto Rogers and Rebecca Moloney cheer the 
announcement of a new NHL team in Seattle at a party Tuesday. 


League expands 
to 32 franchises 

By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

SEA ISLAND, Ga. — The Na¬ 
tional Hockey League is expand¬ 
ing to Seattle. 

The NHL Board of Governors 
unanimously approved adding 
Seattle as the league’s 32nd fran¬ 
chise on Tuesday, with play set 
to begin in 2021 to allow enough 
time for arena renovations. 

The as-yet unnamed franchise 
will be the Emerald City’s first 
major winter sports team since 
the NBA’s SuperSonics left town 
in 2008. 

“Today is an exciting and his¬ 
toric day for our league as we ex¬ 
pand to one of North America’s 
most innovative, beautiful and 
fastest-growing cities,” NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman 
said. “And we are thrilled that Se¬ 
attle, a city with a proud hockey 
history that includes being the 
home for the first American team 
ever to win the Stanley Cup, is fi¬ 
nally joining the NHL.” 

The announcement came a few 
moments after Seattle Mayor 
Jenny Durkan let the news slip at 
a watch party in Seattle, prompt¬ 
ing cheers: “I got a call from 
a mole in the room and it was a 
unanimous vote. We’re getting 
hockey.” 

The decision was widely ex¬ 
pected after the Seattle Hockey 
Partners group impressed the 
board’s executive committee in 
October with a plan that had all 
the ingredients the NHL was 


looking for. Strong ownership 
led by billionaire David Bonder- 
man and producer Jerry Bruck¬ 
heimer, a downtown arena in a 
sports-crazed city and a season- 
ticket drive that drummed up 
10,000 orders in 12 minutes all 
cleared the way for the NHL to 
add another team less than three 
years after approving a franchise 
in Las Vegas. 

The owners will pay a $650 
million expansion fee, up from 
the $500 million the Vegas Gold¬ 
en Knights paid to join the league. 
The NHL will also realign its 
two divisions in the West for the 
2021-22 season: Seattle will play 
in the Pacific, home to its closest 
geographic rivals like Vancouver, 
Calgary and San Jose, and the 
Arizona Coyotes will move to the 
Central Division. 

The remarkable debut by Vegas 
in 2017, which included a run to 
the Stanley Cup Final, gave the 


league more confidence about 
moving forward so quickly. 

Seattle will benefit from the 
same expansion draft rules Vegas 
had. Its front office is expected to 
be led by Dave Tippett, a former 
coach who would lead the search 
for the club’s first general man¬ 
ager and staff. Tippett signed on 
to the project because of a con¬ 
nection to president and CEO Tod 
Leiweke, a major force in deliver¬ 
ing an NHL team to Seattle. 

Leiweke got his start in hockey 
with the Minnesota Wild. He also 
worked in Vancouver and most 
recently helped build Tampa Bay 
into a powerhouse in the East¬ 
ern Conference. Leiweke left the 
Lightning in 2015 to become the 
COO of the NFL and didn’t have 
any interest in leaving the league 
office until the project in Seattle 
began to gain traction. 

AP Sports Writer Tim Booth in Seattle 
contributed. 
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Jokic lifts Denver 
with triple-double 


Associated. Press 

TORONTO — Nikola Jokic got 
his second triple-double of the 
season to help the injury-riddled 
Denver Nuggets overcome anoth¬ 
er key absence. 

Jokic capped a big night with 
three free throws in the final 
seven seconds, Kyle Lowry 
missed a three-pointer at the 
buzzer and the Nuggets survived 
the loss of leading scorer Gary 
Harris to beat the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors 106-103 on Monday night. 

“To beat the number one team 
in the East means a lot to us,” 
Jokic said. 

Jokic made it 104-103 with a 
free throw with 7.0 seconds left, 
then hit two more foul shots with 
5.6 seconds remaining before 
Lowry bounced a 26-footer off 
the rim. 

Jokic had 23 points, 15 assists 
and 11 rebounds, Jamal Murray 
scored 21 points, and Malik Bea¬ 
sley and Juan Hernangomez each 
scored 15 points for Denver. The 
Nuggets won their sixth straight 
and halted Toronto’s winning 
streak at eight. 

“He does everything,” Mur¬ 
ray said of Jokic. “He passes, re¬ 
bounds, handles the ball. There’s 
nothing he really can’t do, except 
jump.” 

Raptors coach Nick Nurse said 
he doesn’t see much missing from 
Jokic’s toolbox. 

“I was kind of hoping we’d be 
able to disrupt him with a little 
bit more pressure,” Nurse said. 
“He just seemed to handle it. We 
worked hard on him, we tried to 
put him under some duress with 
the ball but it just didn’t faze 
him.” 

Kawhi Leonard scored 27 
points, Serge Ibaka had 15 and 
Pascal Siakam 14 for the Raptors. 

Harris scored three points in the 
opening quarter but did not play 
after the first because of a sore 
right hip. He came in averaging 
a team-high 17.3 points per game. 
Harris is expected to undergo an 
MRI on Tuesday before the Nug¬ 
gets leave Toronto for Orlando, 
where they play Wednesday. 

“Hopefully we can get him 
back really soon,” coach Michael 
Malone said. “Gary is such a big 
part of what we’re trying to do. 
Big loss.” 

Lowry returned after sitting 
out Saturday’s loss at Cleveland 
because of an unspecified back 
injury, the first game he’d missed 
this season. He shot l-for-7, miss¬ 
ing 5 of 6 from three-point range. 
Lowry left without speaking to 
reporters. Leonard was also un¬ 
available because he was work¬ 
ing out. 

The game pitted Leonard, the 
Eastern Conference player of 
the week, against Denver’s Paul 
Millsap, the Western Conference 
award winner. 

“A win is a win, it doesn’t matter 


who it’s against, but it does mean 
a little bit more to win against a 
top team like the Raptors,” Mill- 
sap said. 

Warriors 128, Hawks 111: 

Stephen Curry scored 30 points, 
Kevin Durant had 28 and Klay 
Thompson chipped in with 27 
as Golden State cruised past At¬ 
lanta, snapping a six-game losing 
streak on the road. 

With Curry scoring 18 points in 
the opening quarter, this one was 
never in doubt. 

Golden State raced to a 34- 
17 lead in the first 12 minutes 
— Curry outscored the Hawks 
by himself — and the defending 
NBA champions won for only the 
fourth time in 10 games. 

Clippers 129, Pelicans 126: 
Tobias Harris made two clutch 
free throws with 4.7 seconds left 
to close out a 27-point perfor¬ 
mance, and Los Angeles held off 
host New Orleans. 

Danilo Gallinari scored 24 
points, and Lou Williams topped 
off his 20-point night with a long, 
contested, off-balance jumper 
that gave the Clippers a 127-124 
lead with 6.4 seconds remaining. 

The Clippers chose to foul 
quickly on New Orleans’ next pos¬ 
session, and Darius Miller made 
two free throws with 4.9 seconds 
to go. The Pelicans followed suit 
with a quick foul but had little 
choice but to attempt a three as 
time ran out after Harris made 
his late free throws. 

Thunder 110, Pistons 83: 
Steven Adams scored 21 points, 
Russell Westbrook added 18 and 
Oklahoma City ended host De¬ 
troit’s five-game winning streak. 

Paul George added 17 points for 
the Thunder, who are 15-3 since 
losing their first four games. 

Timberwolves 103, Rockets 
91: Karl-Anthony Towns helped 
erase a 14-point halftime deficit to 
lift host Minnesota over Houston. 

Towns led Minnesota with 24 
points and 11 rebounds, and An¬ 
drew Wiggins had 16 points. The 
Rockets led by as many as 19 in 
the first half before Minnesota 
stormed back to take the lead for 
good in the third quarter. 

Cavaliers 99, Nets 97: Jordan 
Clarkson had 20 points and 11 
rebounds, newcomer Alec Burks 
threw down a two-handed dunk 
with 3.2 seconds left in regulation 
and Cleveland avoided a fourth- 
quarter collapse. 

Tristan Thompson had 19 
points and 14 rebounds for the 
Cavaliers, who snapped their 
four-game losing streak. 

Wizards 110, Knicks 107: 
Bradley Beal scored 27 points, 
Kelly Oubre Jr. had 21 off the 
bench and Washington beat host 
New York. 

John Wall had 18 points and 15 
assists for the Wizards, who col¬ 
lected just their third road win of 
the season. 



Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 


Raptors forward Kawhi Leonard passes in front of Nuggets forward Paul Millsap on Monday in Toronto. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 20 5 .800 - 

Philadelphia 17 8 .680 3 

Boston 13 10 .565 6 

Brooklyn 8 17 .320 12 

New York 8 17 .320 12 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 11 12 .478 - 

Orlando 11 12 .478 - 

Washington 10 14 .417 1V4 

Miami 9 13 .409 1V4 

Atlanta 5 19 .208 6V4 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 15 7 .682 - 

Detroit 13 8 .619 l'/z 

Indiana 13 10 .565 IVi 

Cleveland 5 18 .217 lO'/z 

Chicago 5 19 .208 11 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Memphis 13 9 .591 - 

Dallas 11 10 .524 l'/z 

New Orleans 12 13 .480 2 VS 

San Antonio 11 12 .478 254 

Houston 11 12 .478 254 

Northwest Division 

Denver 16 7 .696 - 

Oklahoma City 15 7 .682 54 

Portland 13 10 .565 3 

Minnesota 12 12 .500 454 

Utah 11 13 .458 554 

Pacific Division 

L.A. Clippers 16 7 .696 - 

Golden State 16 9 .640 1 

L.A. Lakers 14 9 .609 2 

Sacramento 11 11 .500 414 

Phoenix 4 19 .174 12 

Monday’s games 
Oklahoma City 110, Detroit 83 
Cleveland 99, Brooklyn 97 
Denver 106, Toronto 103 
Golden State 128, Atlanta 111 
Washington 110, New York 107 
L.A. Clippers 129, New Orleans 126 
Minnesota 103, Houston 91 
Tuesday’s games 
Chicago at Indiana 
Orlando at Miami 
Portland at Dallas 
Sacramento at Phoenix 
San Antonio at Utah 

Wednesday’s games 
Denver at Orlando 
Golden State at Cleveland 
Oklahoma City at Brooklyn 
Washington at Atlanta 
Charlotte at Minnesota 
Dallas at New Orleans 
Detroit at Milwaukee 
L.A. Clippers at Memphis 
Philadelphia at Toronto 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers 
Thursday’s games 
New York at Boston 
Phoenix at Portland 
Houston at Utah 

Tuesday 

Warriors 128, Hawks 111 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 1-3 0-0 2, 
Durant 10-13 7-8 28, Looney 7-9 0-2 14, 
Curry 10-17 4-4 30, Thompson 10-19 4-4 
27, Jerebko 4-4 2-2 12, Derrickson 1-3 0-0 
3, Bell 3-7 0-0 6, cook 2-5 0-0 4, Livingston 
0-1 2-2 2, Lee 0-1 0-0 0, Evans 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 48-82 19-22 128. 

ATLANTA - Prince 5-10 1-1 14, Collins 
11-14 2-3 24, Dedmon 3-8 0-0 6, Young 8-20 
4-6 20, Huerter 4-6 2-2 10, Bembry 4-6 2-3 
11, Spellman 0-10-00, Len 0-0 0-0 0, Plum- 
lee 0-0 1-2 1, Lin 5-9 4-5 14, Bazemore 1-6 
0-0 3, Carter 2-8 0-0 4, Anderson 1-2 2-2 4. 
Totals 44-90 18-24 111. 

Golden State 34 27 36 31-128 

Atlanta 17 30 30 34-111 


Three-point goals—Golden State 13- 
24 (Curry 6-10, Thompson 3-5, Jerebko 

2-2, Derrickson 1-2, Durant 1-3, Lee 0-1, 
Iguodala 0-1), Atlanta 5-26 (Prince 3-6, 
Bembry 1-2, Bazemore 1-4, Spellman 0-1, 
Collins 0-1, Lin 0-1, Anderson 0-1, Huerter 
0-2, Carter 0-3, Young 0-5). Rebounds— 
Golden State 39 (Thompson 8), Atlanta 
35 (Collins 11). Assists—Golden State 
33 (Durant 8), Atlanta 23 (Lin 5). Total 
Fouls—Golden State 24, Atlanta 21. Tech¬ 
nicals—Golden State coach Steve Kerr, 
Curry. A-16,631 (18,118). 

T-wolves 103, Rockets 91 

HOUSTON - Ennis III 3-5 2-2 9, Tucker 

1-7 0-0 3, Capela 11-14 2-2 24, Paul 1-8 2-2 

5, Harden 8-17 10-13 29, Nene 0-1 0-0 0, 
House Jr. 2-4 0-0 6, Green 2-5 0-0 5, Gor¬ 
don 4-13 0-0 10. Totals 32-74 16-19 91. 

MINNESOTA - Covington 4-7 3-413, Gib¬ 
son 4-11 7-815, Towns 10-24 3-4 24, Teague 
4-10 4-6 14, Wiggins 6-11 2-5 16, Saric 4-8 

l-l 12, Dieng 2-3 0-0 4, Jones 2-4 0-0 5, Rose 
0-4 0-0 0. Totals 36-82 20-28 103. 

Houston 24 38 20 9- 91 

Minnesota 24 24 38 17-103 

Three-point goals—Houston 11-39 
(Harden 3-7, House Jr. 2-4, Gordon 2-8, 
Ennis III 1-3, Green 1-4, Tucker 1-6, Paul 

1- 7), Minnesota 11-22 (Saric 3-4, Wiggins 

2- 3, Covington 2-4, Teague 2-4, Jones 1-1, 
Towns 1-3, Dieng 0-1, Rose 0-1, Gibson 0-1). 
Rebounds—Houston 34 (Tucker 9), Minne¬ 
sota 42 (Towns, Gibson 11). Assists—Hous¬ 
ton 24 (Harden 8), Minnesota 22 (Teague 
7). Total Fouls—Houston 27, Minnesota 16. 
Technicals—Towns, Covington, Teague, 
Minnesota coach Timberwolves (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-13,834 (19,356). 

Clippers 129, Pelicans 126 

L.A. CLIPPERS -Harris 10-16 6-6 27, 
Gallinari 7-13 8-8 24, Gortat 2-4 0-0 4, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 3-5 0-0 7, Bradley 7-12 
0-0 15, Harrell 5-9 4-9 14, Scott 1-1 0-0 2, 
Beverley 3-5 0-0 8, Thornwell 0-0 0-0 0, 
Wallace 4-6 0-2 8, L.Williams 7-12 5-5 20. 
Totals 49-83 23-30 129. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 3-7 0-0 6, Da¬ 
vis 10-18 3-4 23, Randle 15-24 4-7 37, Fra¬ 
zier 3-5 0-0 7, Holiday 12-23 4-6 32, John¬ 
son 0-2 0-0 0, Miller 4-8 4-5 15, Hill 2-5 0-0 

6. Totals 49-92 15-22 126. 

L.A. Clippers 36 41 24 28-129 

New Orleans 29 36 32 29-126 

Three-point goals—L.A. 8-20 (Bever¬ 
ley 2-3, Gallinari 2-6, L.Williams 1-1, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 1-2, Bradley 1-4, Har¬ 
ris 1-4), New Orleans 13-34 (Holiday 4-8, 
Randle 3-4, Miller 3-7, Hill 2-4, Frazier 1-2, 
Johnson 0-1, Davis 0-4, Moore 0-4). Fouled 
Out—Randle, Johnson. Rebounds—L.A. 
39 (Gortat 7), New Orleans 35 (Davis 13). 
Assists—L.A. 29 (L.Williams 6), New Or¬ 
leans 32 (Holiday 14). Total Fouls—L.A. 
21, New Orleans 24. Technicals—Bradley, 
Hill. A-13,822 (16,867). 

Cavaliers 99, Nets 97 

CLEVELAND - Hood 2-85-5 9, Osman 2- 
6 4-4 8, Thompson 8-11 3-4 19, Sexton 7-16 
0-0 15, Hill 2-7 2-2 6, Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Nance 
Jr. 3-5 2-2 9, Burks 5-13 2-2 13, Clarkson 9- 
22 1-1 20. Totals 38-88 19-20 99. 

BROOKLYN - Crabbe 1-7 2-2 5, Hollis- 
Jefferson 1-7 2-6 4, Allen 4-7 0-0 9, Russell 
13-31 0-1 30, Dinwiddie 6-14 2-3 18, Dud¬ 
ley 1-3 1-2 3, Carroll 1-7 2-2 4, Kurucs 6-10 
0-0 12, Davis 1-3 0-0 2, Napier 5-10 0-0 10. 
Totals 39-99 9-16 97. 

Cleveland 30 26 24 19-99 

Brooklyn 29 21 26 21-97 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 4-15 
(Sexton 1-1, Nance Jr. 1-1, Burks 1-4, 
Clarkson 1-4, Osman 0-2, Hood 0-3), 
Brooklyn 10-40 (Dinwiddie 4-11, Russell 4- 
12, Allen 1-2, Crabbe 1-5, Hollis-Jefferson 
0-1, Kurucs 0-2, Napier 0-3, Carroll 0-4). 
Rebounds—Cleveland 55 (Thompson 14), 
Brooklyn 50 (Davis 10). Assists—Cleve¬ 
land 15 (Clarkson 4), Brooklyn 17 (Russell 
6). Total Fouls—Cleveland 17, Brooklyn 
20. A-10,983 (17,732). 


Wizards 110, Knicks 107 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 6-9 0-0 15, 
Satoransky 1-4 0-0 3, Bryant 3-4 2-2 8, 
Wall 7-20 3-4 18, Beal 12-25 1-1 27, Oubre 
Jr. 8-11 0-0 21, Green 0-1 0-1 0, Morris 7-13 

3-4 18, Mahinmi 0-2 0-0 0, Rivers 0-3 0-0 0. 
Totals 44-92 9-12 110. 

NEW YORK - Hezonja 2-7 4-4 9, Vonleh 
5-10 0-0 11, Kanter 6-10 1-2 13, Mudiay 6- 
15 2-2 16, Hardaway Jr. 7-15 2-3 20, Knox 

3- 11 2-4 8, M.Robinson 1-2 2-2 4, Lee 1-4 

4- 5 7, Trier 0-4 2-4 2, Dotson 6-12 2-2 17. 
Totals 37-90 21-28 107. 

Washington 26 26 34 24-110 

New York 32 29 19 27-107 

Three-point goals—Washington 13- 
32 (Oubre Jr. 5-6, Porter Jr. 3-4, Beal 2- 
8, Morris 1-3, Satoransky 1-3, Wall 1-5, 
Bryant 0-1, Rivers 0-2), New York 12-34 
(Hardaway Jr. 4-9, Dotson 3-6, Mudiay 

2- 5, Lee 1-2, Vonleh 1-2, Hezonja 1-4, 
Trier 0-3, Knox 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Washington 38 (Beal 8), 
New York 55 (Kanter 16). Assists-Wash- 
ington 30 (Wall 15), New York 20 (Knox, 
Mudiay 4). Total Fouls—Washington 24, 
New York 14. Technicals—Beal, New York 
coach Knicks (Defensive three second). 
A-19,440 (19,812). 

Nuggets 106, Raptors 103 

DENVER - Hernangomez 5-12 2-4 15, 
Millsap 2-9 2-2 6, Jokic 8-13 7-8 23, Murray 
9-21 1-1 21, Harris 1-3 1-2 3, Craig 3-4 0-0 
8, Plumlee 2-6 0-2 4, Lyles 1-3 0-2 3, Morris 

3- 10 2-3 8, Beasley 6-8 0-0 15. Totals 40-89 
15-24 106. 

TORONTO - Leonard 10-19 6-6 27, 
Siakam 7-10 0-0 14, Ibaka 6-9 2-2 15, Low¬ 
ry 1-7 2-2 5, Green 3-9 0-0 9, Anunoby 2-5 
0-0 6, Miles 3-8 0-0 8, Valanciunas 3-6 2-2 
8, Wright 4-7 0-0 9, VanVIeet 1-7 0-0 2. To¬ 
tals 40-87 12-12 103. 

Denver 27 32 27 20-106 

Toronto 24 23 31 25-103 

Three-point goals—Denver 11-28 
(Beasley 3-3, Hernangomez 3-7, Craig 2- 
3, Murray 2-7, Lyles 1-1, Jokic 0-1, Morris 
0-2, Harris 0-2, Millsap 0-2), Toronto 11-41 
(Green 3-7, Anunoby 2-3, Miles 2-6, Wright 
1-1, Ibaka 1-4, Lowry 1-6, Leonard 1-7, 
Siakam 0-2, VanVIeet 0-5). Rebounds— 
Denver 49 (Jokic 11), Toronto 41 (Valan¬ 
ciunas 10). Assists—Denver 32 (Jokic 15), 
Toronto 28 (Lowry 11). Total Fouls—Den¬ 
ver 14, Toronto 21. Technicals—Toronto 
coach Nick Nurse. A—19,800 (19,800). 


Thunder 110, Pistons 83 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-18 1-1 17, 
Grant 5-6 3-4 15, Adams 7-8 7-7 21, West¬ 
brook 7-17 2-3 18, Ferguson 0-1 2-2 2, 
Nader 0-0 0-0 0, Noel 6-9 0-0 12, Patterson 
2-4 0-1 4, Burton 0-1 2-2 2, Felton 2-5 0-0 
5, Schroder 6-13 0-0 12, Abrines 1-3 0-0 2. 
Totals 43-85 17-20 110. 

DETROIT - Robinson III 3-12 0-0 6, Grif¬ 
fin 7-18 3-4 20, Drummond 6-141-213, Jack- 
son 4-10 1-1 10, Bullock 0-1 0-0 0, Johnson 

4-10 0-0 9, Leuer 4-7 4-4 12, Pachulia 0-2 0-0 
0, Smith 1-5 1-2 4, Calderon 0-2 0-0 0, Gal¬ 
loway 0-4 0-0 0, Kennard 0-5 0-0 0, Brown 
2-4 5-6 9. Totals 31-94 15-19 83. 

Oklahoma City 26 24 37 23-110 

Detroit 17 23 19 24- 83 

Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 7- 
25 (Grant 2-3, Westbrook 2-7, George 2-8, 
Felton 1-2, Patterson 0-1, Ferguson 0-1, 
Schroder 0-1, Abrines 0-2), Detroit 6-32 
(Griffin 3-8, Smith 1-2, Jackson 1-5, John¬ 
son 1-6, Calderon 0-1, Drummond 0-1, 
Brown 0-1, Galloway 0-2, Robinson III 0-2, 
Kennard 0-4). Rebounds—Oklahoma City 
52 (George 10), Detroit 41 (Drummond, 
Robinson III, Pachulia 6). Assists—Okla¬ 
homa City 23 (Westbrook, Schroder 6), 
Detroit 16 (Griffin 4). Total Fouls—Okla¬ 
homa City 24, Detroit 18. Technicals— 
Drummond. A-14,372 (20,491). 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Perfect Ward leads Spartans past Hawkeyes 


By Larry Lage 

Associated Press 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Nick Ward used his 
power to gain position and his touch to score, putting 
together a perfect game from the field. 

Ward made all 10 of his shots, scored a career- 
high 26 points and grabbed nine rebounds to lead 
No. 10 Michigan State to a 90-68 win over No. 18 
Iowa on Monday night. 

“There’s not a lot I can yell at him about,” coach 
Tom Izzo said. “He did miss some free throws.” 

The 6-foot-9, 245-pound Ward, who was 6-for-ll 
from the line, was simply too much for the Hawk- 
eyes to handle. 

“He’s real physical down there and they were get¬ 
ting him on the high-low,” Iowa center Luka Garza 
said. 

That type of offensive attack against a zone may 
have helped the Spartans when they lost to Syracuse 
in the second round of the 2018 NCAA tournament. 

“We’ve been working on it all season,” Ward said. 
“Since the Syracuse game, we’ve done that every 
day.” 

The Spartans (7-2, 2-0 Big Ten) trailed for more 
than six minutes in the first half and were behind by 
as much as six points before a Ward-led surge gave 
them a 43-33 lead at halftime. 

The Hawkeyes (6-2, 0-2) had no hope for a come¬ 
back because they missed 19 of 20 shots to open the 
second half. 

What went wrong? 

“Pretty much everything,” Iowa coach Fran Mc- 
Caffery said. 

Michigan State’s Xavier Tillman scored a career- 
high 14 points and had eight rebounds off the bench. 
Kenny Goins scored a career-high 19, surpassing his 

Top 25 roundup 


combined points from the previous five games, had a 
career-high seven assists and grabbed 12 rebounds. 

Joshua Langford added 14 for the Spartans. 

Iowa’s Tyler Cook scored 15 points, Isaiah Moss 
had 13 points and Jordan Bohannon added 11. 

The Hawkeyes, who came into the game averag¬ 
ing 82.6 points, made just 33 percent of their shots 
and allowed the Spartans to connect on 52 percent 
of their shots. 

“We made it really difficult for them inside and 
out,” Tillman said. 

Big picture: Iowa: The Hawkeyes opened the sea¬ 
son with six wins, including one against then-No. 13 
Oregon, but have opened the Big Ten season with 
two straight losses. They lost to No. 22 Wisconsin 
72-66 in their conference opener. Iowa will need to 
regain some confidence soon. 

“They’re a lot better than they played,” Izzo said. 

Michigan State: The Spartans have won games by 
making a lot of shots from the outside, but they were 
determined to take advantage of their strength in¬ 
side with Ward and Tillman and the plan paid off. 

Record books: Ward became the fifth player in 
program history to make at least 10 shots without 
a miss and the first since Alan Anderson was also 
10-for-10 on Feb 24, 2005, against Wisconsin. Ron 
Charles was a school-record 12-for-12 on Jan. 24, 

1980, against Michigan. 

“It’s funny, I didn’t know I was 10-for-10 until the 
coaches came in the locker room,” Ward said. “I 
thought I missed a shot.” 

Ward did miss a shot, but he was fouled and the 
attempt from the field didn’t count. 

Sharing the ball: Michigan State made 31 shots, 

28 of which were set up by assists. Michigan State coach Tom Izzo, left, talks with Nick Ward during the 

“That’s unbelievable,” Izzo said. second half Monday against Iowa in East Lansing, Mich. 



Wisconsin rallies in second half to top Rutgers 



Andy Manis/AP 


Wisconsin’s Ethan Happ, left, shoots against Rutgers’ Shaquille Doorson during the 
second half Monday in Madison, Wis. Happ had a game-high 20 points in a 69-64 win. 


Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin coach 
Greg Gard didn’t need to be reminded 
that the No. 12 Badgers used a second-half 
rally for the third straight game to secure 
a victory. 

Ethan Happ scored a game-high 20 
points and D’Mitrik Trice added 14 as 
Wisconsin beat Rutgers 69-64 on Monday 
night in its Big Ten home opener. 

“We’ve played good teams; look at the 
stretch we’ve been through,” Gard said of 
the Badgers, who bested then-No 14 Iowa 
on the road and NC State heading into the 
Rutgers game. 

“It’s the Big Ten, it’s going to be rough 
and competitive, and probably, nationally, 
top to bottom, is as people have heard, one 
of the best leagues in the country, if not the 
best in terms of the depth.” 

Khalil Iverson energized Wisconsin (8- 
1, 2-0 Big Ten) in the second half with a 
jumper, a steal and layup on consecutive 
possessions, pulling the Badgers within a 
point at 31-30 with 19:18 remaining. 

Nate Reuvers, a 6-foot-10 sophomore for¬ 
ward, gave Wisconsin its first lead of the 
game at 35-33 with a three-pointer from 
the left wing with 18:05 left. 

Reuvers finished with 10 points as the 
Badgers pieced together a 13-4 run to open 
the second half and never looked back. 

Trice said the Badgers became more 
aggressive on the defensive end and took 
better care of the ball. Wisconsin had a 
season-low six turnovers, including one in 
the second half. 

“It was super important to finally get 
some stops on defense, which turned into 
good defense,” Trice said. “When we start 
getting stops, that kind of is a momentum 
shift on offense. We can get the ball inside 


and we score a lot better.” 

Happ, who scored 12 second-half points, 
shot 10-for-17 overall from the field. 

Rutgers coach Steve Pikiell said Happ, 
a preseason All-American, was a handful 
for the Scarlet Knights in the second half. 
He felt confident with his team’s two-day 
preparation, after losing at home to then- 
No. 9 Michigan State on Friday. 

“Happ took over when he had to, he’s ter¬ 
rific and he’s a match-up problem,” Pikiell 


said. “They made some timely shots and 
we didn’t. We allowed some guard post- 
ups, too, which hurt us a great deal. 

“They came out in the second half and 
got on a roll, and we needed some timely 
baskets to go in.” 

Eugene Omoruyi scored 17 points and 
had eight rebounds for the Scarlet Knights 
(7-2, 0-2), who lost a second straight game 
to a ranked opponent. Geo Baker and Peter 
Kiss added 15 and 12 points, respectively, 


for Rutgers, which shot 13-for-32 in the 
second half. 

The Scarlet Knights shot 53.8 percent 
from the field in the first, with Carter con¬ 
tributing 9 points on 4-for-7 shooting to 
push Rutgers to a 31-26 lead at halftime. 

Rutgers’ lead ballooned to nine points to 
24-15 on a Caleb McConnell layup with 2 
minutes, 28 seconds to go in the first half. 

The Badgers’ 8-1 record is their best 
start to the season since 2014-15, when that 
squad bolted to a 15-1 record. 

While Happ’s contributions are critical, 
Trice also is making a huge impact. The 
redshirt sophomore has shot 60 percent 
(30-for-50) from three-point range through 
the Badgers’ first eight games. 

No. 4 Virginia 83, Morgan State 45: 
De’Andre Hunter and Kyle Guy scored 
15 points each and the host Cavaliers won 
their eighth straight game. 

Nine different Virginia players scored 
during a 24-6 first-half burst that turned 
a 23-14 lead into a 47-20 runaway. Vir¬ 
ginia (8-0) then kept the defensive clamps 
on the Bears, who didn’t make their third 
field goal of the second half until 1:57 
remained. 

Malik Miller and Victor Curry led the 
Bears (2-5) with seven points apiece. Mor¬ 
gan State was 5-for-28 (19.7 percent) from 
the field in the second half and missed all 
eight of its three-point tries. For the game, 
the Bears shot 14-for-54 (25.9 percent). 

No. 11 Florida State 83, Troy 67: P.J. 
Savoy scored 16 points, knocking down 
four three-pointers, and the host Semi- 
noles shook off a sluggish performance to 
put away Troy. 

M. J. Walker added 14 points, while Trent 
Forrest had 13 points and five rebounds 
for the Seminoles (7-1), who committed 16 
turnovers and had just 13 assists. 
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Briefly 

Steelers RB Conner 
out against Raiders 



Robinson Cano, left, and Edwin Diaz arrive to participate in the New York Mets’ annual Kids Holiday 
Party at CitiField in New York on Tuesday. The Mets acquired eight-time All-Star second baseman Cano 
and major league saves leader Diaz from the Seattle Mariners in a seven-player trade Monday. 

Mets acquire Cano, Diaz 

Rebuilding Mariners get Bruce, Swarzak, three prospects 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Aiming for an 
instant upgrade after two failing 
seasons, the New York Mets and 
their rookie general manager 
turned to a most familiar face. 

The Mets made a splash — that 
much was certain — when they 
acquired eight-time All-Star sec¬ 
ond baseman Robinson Cano and 
major league saves leader Edwin 
Diaz from the Seattle Mariners in 
a seven-player trade Monday. 

In his first big move as Mets 
GM, Brodie Van Wagenen brought 
the 36-year-old Cano back to New 
York. Van Wagenen previously 
was an agent and represented the 
former Yankees slugger. 

The rebuilding Mariners also 
sent $20 million to the Mets for 
outfielder Jay Bruce, reliever 
Anthony Swarzak and three pros¬ 
pects: former first-round draft 
picks Justin Dunn and Jarred 
Kelenic, plus right-hander Ger- 
son Bautista. 

Mets fans were strongly split 
on the deal. 

Some applauded the trade as 
a chance for a team three years 
removed from the World Series 
to quickly head back in that di¬ 
rection. The Mets went 77-85 
this year despite a rotation that 
included NL Cy Young Award 
winner Jacob deGrom, Noah Syn- 
dergaard and Zack Wheeler. 

Others saw the Mets mortgag¬ 
ing their future for a high-priced 
player on the back end of his ca¬ 
reer. Many Mets rooters remem¬ 
bered deals for aging second 
basemen Carlos Baerga and Ro¬ 
berto Alomar Jr. that didn’t work 
out — it was also mentioned that 
on this date, Dec. 3, back in 1969, 
the Mets traded soon-to-be star 
center fielder Amos Otis to Kan¬ 


sas City for washout third base- 
man Joe Foy. 

Cano is halfway through a $240 
million, 10-year contract. With the 
cash from Seattle, the Mets will be 
responsible for $100 million of the 
$120 million owed to Cano. 

Cano served an 80-game sus¬ 
pension this year following a 
positive test for Furosemide, a 
diuretic that can be used to mask 
performance-enhancing drugs. 
Cano claimed the Furosemide 
was given to him by a licensed 
doctor in the Dominican Re¬ 
public. The suspension was an¬ 
nounced May 15, two days after 
Cano’s right hand was broken 
when he was hit by a pitch thrown 
by Detroit’s Blaine Hardy. 

Cano returned to the Mariners 
on Aug. 14 and finished with a 
.303 batting average, 10 hom¬ 
ers and 50 RBIs in 80 games. He 
waived his no-trade clause to re¬ 
turn to New York. 

Diaz’s value may never have 
been higher after the hard-throw¬ 
ing 24-year-old topped the majors 
with 57 saves last season. The 
Mets needed a closer after trad¬ 
ing Jeurys Familia to Oakland last 
July. 

The Mariners are completely 
revamping their roster this off¬ 
season, having already traded 
ace James Paxton to the Yankees. 
Seattle also traded All-Star short¬ 
stop Jean Segura and pitchers 
James Pazos and Juan Nicasio to 
Philadelphia on Monday for vet¬ 
eran slugger Carlos Santana and 
young infielder J.P. Crawford. 

“This trade bolsters our player 
development system with the ad¬ 
ditions of Jarred Kelenic and Jus¬ 
tin Dunn, while also providing 
immediate impact to our major 
league club,” Mariners GM Jerry 
Dipoto said in a statement. 


Diaz had a 1.96 ERA and struck 
out 124 in 73 Vs innings. 

Seattle has not reached the 
playoffs since 2001, the longest 
postseason drought across the 
four major pro American sports. 
After finishing third in the AL 
West despite an 89-73 record, the 
Mariners decided to go in another 
direction. 

Bruce, a three-time All-Star 
with Cincinnati who is 31, was 
acquired by the Mets at the 2016 
trade deadline, dealt to Cleveland 
in August 2017, became a free 
agent and returned to the Mets 
last January. He hit .223 this year 
and set career lows with nine 
homers and 37 RBIs, sidelined 
from June 18 through Aug. 24 by 
a right hip issue. 

Swarzak, 33, was 0-2 with a 6.15 
ERA in 29 relief appearances. He 
was on the disabled list twice, 
from April 1 through June 4 due 
to a strained left oblique and from 
Aug. 4 through Sept. 8 with right 
shoulder inflammation. 

Bruce is owed $13 million in 
each of the next two seasons, and 
Swarzak is due $9 million in the 
final season of his two-year deal. 

Kelenic, a 19-year-old outfielder, 
was the sixth overall selection this 
year and hit .286 with six homers, 
42 RBIs and 15 steals in 56 games 
of rookie ball. Dunn, a 23-year-old 
right-hander, was the 19th overall 
pick in 2016 and was 8-8 with a 
3.59 ERA this year over 24 starts 
at Class A and Double-A. 

Seattle went 89-73 this year 
and hasn’t made the playoffs 
since 2001, the longest post¬ 
season drought among the four 
major pro American sports. The 
Phillies, who added Santana and 
Jake Arrieta last offseason, fin¬ 
ished 80-82 after leading the NL 
East in early August. 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers will head to Oak¬ 
land without running back James 
Conner. 

Coach Mike Tomlin said Tues¬ 
day that Conner is dealing with a 
sprained left ankle and will not 
play when the AFC North leaders 
take on the last-place Raiders. 

Conner, who is second in the 
NFL in rushing touchdowns (12) 
and fifth in yards rushing (909), 
suffered the injury in the fourth 
quarter of a 33-30 loss to the Los 
Angeles Chargers. The team ini¬ 
tially believed Conner was deal¬ 
ing with a leg contusion, but said 
the injury turned out to be more 
serious than originally thought. 

The Steelers (7-4-1) will turn to 
Stevan Ridley and rookie Jaylen 
Samuels when they face the Raid¬ 
ers. Ridley, an eight-year veteran, 
has 56 yards on 18 carries this 
season. Samuels, a fifth-round 
pick, has seen his playing time in¬ 
crease of late as the primary op¬ 
tion of relieving Conner. 

Samuels has 12 carries for 31 
yards this season and has proven 
to be a capable receiver out of the 
backfield. Samuels has seven re¬ 
ceptions for 54 yards, including 
a game-tying 10-yard catch-and- 
run late in the fourth quarter 
against the Chargers shortly after 
Conner went down. 

“We’ve got a great deal of con¬ 
fidence in Ridley, got a great deal 
of confidence in Jaylen, particu¬ 
larly in Jaylen, who has been on 
the rise last couple weeks,” Tom¬ 
lin said. 

Tomlin said the team is plan¬ 
ning on taking a committee ap¬ 
proach to the running game while 
Conner is out, but didn’t rule out 
turning to one back. Pittsburgh 
addressed the depth issue pre¬ 
sented by Conner’s injury by pro¬ 
moting Trey Edmunds from the 
practice squad. Edmunds’ young¬ 
er brother, Terrell, is a rookie 
safety for Pittsburgh. 

Berhalter: US team 
‘needs direction’ 

NEW YORK—Gregg Berhalter 
says he inherits a U.S. soccer team 
“with potential,” one that needs 
“direction” and “development” 
after missing the World Cup for 
the first time since the 1980s. 

Berhalter, who spent the past 
five seasons as coach of Major 
League Soccer’s Columbus Crew, 
was introduced Tuesday and takes 
over an underachieving U.S. team 
in transition. Interim coach Dave 
Sarachan took over when Bruce 
Arena quit and gave debuts to 23 
players in 14 months. 

The first person to run the 
Americans after playing for 
them at the World Cup, Berhalter 
coaches his first game on Jan. 27, 
an exhibition against Panama at 
Glendale, Ariz. He says, “I don’t 
think it’s appropriate for me to 
talk about the failure of the past.” 


Berhalter’s 47-year-old broth¬ 
er, Jay, is the U.S. Soccer Fed¬ 
eration’s chief commercial and 
strategy officer and will be a can¬ 
didate to succeed Dan Flynn as 
the USSF’s chief executive offi¬ 
cer, according to USSF President 
Carlos Cordeiro. 

Kurt Busch moving to 
Ganassi Racing 

CONCORD, N.C. — Kurt Busch 
and sponsor Monster Energy will 
move to Chip Ganassi Racing 
next season for Busch’s 20th sea¬ 
son in NASCAR. 

The partnership announced 
Tuesday is a one-year contract for 
Busch to drive the No. 1 Chevrolet 
with primary sponsorship from 
Monster. It is believed the one 
season as teammate to Kyle Lar¬ 
son will be Busch’s final year of 
fulltime NASCAR competition. 

Busch won NASCAR’s Cup title 
in 2004 and counts the Daytona 
500 and Coca-Cola 600 among 
his 30 career victories. He spent 
the last five seasons with Stewart- 
Haas Racing. 

Busch will replace Jamie Mc- 
Murray, who has driven for Ga¬ 
nassi in 13 of his 17 seasons at the 
Cup level. McMurray is expected 
to race in the Daytona 500 for 
Ganassi, and he’s been offered a 
management role with the team. 

Modric ends Ronaldo, 
Messi stranglehold 

PARIS — Luka Modric ended 
the long reign of Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo by winning the 
Ballon d’Or for the first time on 
Monday, while another first saw 
Norwegian forward Ada Heger- 
berg win the inaugural women’s 
trophy. 

Messi and Ronaldo had won 
every Ballon d’Or since 2008, and 
usually fought only each other for 
the greatest recognition among 
soccer’s elite. Women’s fight for 
recognition on the biggest stage 
took a big step with Hegerberg’s 
award. 

Modric won the Champions 
League with Real Madrid and 
then guided Croatia to the World 
Cup final in July. 

Ronaldo was second in the poll¬ 
ing followed by France forward 
Antoine Griezmann. France’s 
teen star, Kylian Mbappe, was 
fourth. Brazil star Neymar was 
third last year but only 12th this 
time. Messi was fifth in the vot¬ 
ing, having been runner-up to 
Ronaldo the past two years and 
in the top three every year since 
2007. Modric had never previous¬ 
ly been in the top three. 

France Football magazine has 
been awarding the Ballon d’Or 
since 1956, and created a wom¬ 
en’s award for the first time this 
year. 

Hegerberg is a three-time 
Women’s Champions League 
winner with French side Lyon 
and scored a tournament-record 
15 times last season. 
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Jay LaPrete/AP 


Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer, right, and offensive coordinator 
Ryan Day watch from the sidelines against Tulane on Sept. 26. 
Meyer said Tuesday he's retiring after the Rose Bowl. Ohio State 
named Day as his replacement next season. 


Briefs 

Ohio State coach Meyer 
retiring after Rose Bowl 


Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Urban 
Meyer, the highly successful 
coach who won three national 
championships and sparked 
controversy this season for his 
handling of domestic violence al¬ 
legations against a now-fired as¬ 
sistant at Ohio State, announced 
Tuesday that he will retire after 
the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1. 

The university announced the 
decision in a statement but did not 
say why Meyer was leaving after 
seven years at the Big Ten school, 
where he has an 82-9 record. The 
54-year-old Meyer has previously 
cited health concerns. He has an 
arachnoid cyst in his brain that 
causes severe headaches, and had 
shown obvious effects of being in 
pain on the sideline this season. 

A news conference was sched¬ 
uled for Tuesday afternoon with 
Meyer, school officials and co¬ 
offensive coordinator Ryan Day, 
who will take over as the 25th 
head coach of the storied program 
where Meyer won a national title 
in 2014 after two at Florida (2006, 
2008). It was Day who led the 
Buckeyes when Meyer was sus¬ 
pended for three games to start 
this season over his role in the 
handling of assistant coach Zach 


Smith, who was accused by his 
ex-wife of domestic abuse. 

Meyer said he knew about the al¬ 
legations against Smith — grand¬ 
son of former Ohio State coach 
Earle Bruce — but wasn’t sure 
they were true and kept Smith on 
staff because no criminal charg¬ 
es were filed. The university cited 
that lapse in suspending Meyer 
after an investigation. 

Source: Louisville tabs 
Satterfield to be coach 

Louisville has tabbed Appala¬ 
chian State’s Scott Satterfield to 
be the Cardinals’ next football 
coach. 

A person with knowledge of 
the situation says the school has 
reached an agreement with Sat¬ 
terfield. The person spoke to The 
Associated Press on Monday on 
condition of anonymity because 
neither the school nor Satterfield 
had publicly announced the deci¬ 
sion. Louisville scheduled a Tues¬ 
day afternoon news conference 
with a “special announcement” 
about the program. 

The 45-year-old Satterfield 
emerged as Louisville’s next re¬ 
ported choice after Purdue’s Jeff 
Brohm turned down the offer 


from his alma mater last week to 
remain with the Boilermakers. 
Satterfield has led the Mountain¬ 
eers to a 51-24 record in six sea¬ 
sons, including 10-2 this year with 
a Sun Belt Conference champion¬ 
ship. Appalachian State will face 
Middle Tennessee in the New Or¬ 
leans Bowl on Dec. 15. 

Satterfield will replace Bobby 
Petrino, who was fired on Nov. 11 
after a 2-8 start. Lorenzo Ward 
was 0-2 as the Cardinals’ interim 
coach. 

Clemson WR Renfrow 
wins Burslworth Trophy 

SPRINGDALE, Ark. — Clem¬ 
son wide receiver Hunter Ren¬ 
frow won the Burlsworth Trophy 
on Tuesday, which goes to the top 
college football who began his ca¬ 
reer as a walk-on. 

Renfrow was chosen over final¬ 
ists California running back Pat¬ 
rick Laird and Wyoming safety 
Marcus Epps. 

Renfrow has been a key con¬ 
tributor on four Clemson teams 
that have made the College Foot¬ 
ball Playoff. This season he has 
41 receptions for 472 yards and a 
touchdown. In four seasons, Ren¬ 
frow has 180 receptions for 2,061 
yards and 15 touchdowns. 


Finalists: Tagovailoa’s Heisman campaign began last season 


Heisman finalists’ numbers 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Tagovailoa’s Heisman cam¬ 
paign started the final game of 
last season, when he came off the 
bench as a freshman to lead Ala¬ 
bama to a comeback victory in 
the national championship game 
against Georgia. His first season 
as a starter has been as good as 
advertised, with 3,353 yards pass¬ 
ing, 37 touchdown passes and just 
four interceptions. Tagovailoa 
would be the third Alabama play¬ 
er to win the Heisman since 2009, 
but the first quarterback, joining 
tailbacks Mark Ingram and Der¬ 
rick Henry. 

Murray replaced last year’s 
Heisman winner, Baker May- 
field, for the Sooners and has 
been just as good. The junior, 
who has already signed a $4.7 
million deal to play baseball with 
the Oakland Athletics next year, 
has passed for 4,053 yards and 40 
touchdowns with seven intercep¬ 
tions. Oklahoma would become 
the fourth school, joining Yale, 
Army and Southern California, 
to have Heisman winners in con¬ 
secutive seasons, but the first to 
have quarterbacks win it in back- 
to-back years. 

Haskins, a third-year sopho¬ 
more, shattered numerous Big 
Ten passing records this season, 
throwing for 4,580 yards and 47 


3,353 

Season passing yardage 
for Alabama quarterback 
Tua Tagovailoa. 

37 

Season touchdown passes 
by Tagovailoa. 

4 

Interceptions throw this 
season by Tagovailoa. 


touchdowns to lead the country 
in both categories. Haskins is the 
first Buckeyes finalist since Troy 
Smith won the Heisman in 2006. 


4,053 

Season passing yardage 
for Oklahoma quarterback 
Kyler Murray. 

40 

Season touchdown passes 
by Murray. 

7 

Interceptions thrown this 
season by Murray. 


Ohio State, Southern California 
and Notre Dame have won the 
most Heisman’s with seven. Okla¬ 
homa has six. 


4,580 

Season passing yardage 
for Ohio State quarterback 
Dwayne Haskins. 

47 

Season touchdown passes 
by Haskins. 

8 

Interceptions thrown this 
season by Haskins. 


The Heisman has been domi¬ 
nated by quarterbacks over the 
last two decades. The last two 
winners have been QBs, and since 


USC’s Reggie Bush won the Heis¬ 
man in 2005, 10 quarterbacks 
have won it. 

Tagovailoa seemed like he 
would be a runaway Heisman win¬ 
ner heading into the final month 
of the season, but Murray closed 
the gap by continually bailing out 
Oklahoma’s faulty defense. Tago¬ 
vailoa still seemed poised to head 
to New York as the favorite until 
last Saturday when he threw two 
interceptions and didn’t finish the 
Southeastern Conference cham¬ 
pionship game against Georgia 
because of a sprained ankle. 

Murray and Haskins, mean¬ 
while, both had huge games on 
championship Saturday, adding 
some suspense to the race, but 
also separating themselves from 
the rest of the contenders. 

Washington State quarterback 
Gardner Minshew II and West 
Virginia quarterback Will Grier 
had been in the Heisman mix 
for much of the season and put 
up numbers to rival Tagovailoa, 
Murray and Haskins, but both 
fell short of leading their teams to 
conference championship games. 

Wisconsin running back Jona¬ 
than Taylor leads the nation in 
rushing, with 1,989 yards, but 
with the Badgers struggling to 
a 7-5 season, he didn’t make the 
Heisman cut. 
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What's next for Pack? 

President to hire coach; Rodgers not involved in process 



Packers team president Mark Murphy, left, looks on as general manager Brian 
Gutekunst speaks during a press conference in Green Bay, Wis., on Monday. The 
Packers fired head coach Mike McCarthy after a loss to the Cardinals on Sunday. 


By Genaro C. Armas 

Associated Press 

GREEN BAY, Wis. — The Green Bay 
Packers’ head-coaching vacancy should be 
appealing for one big reason. 

He plays quarterback and signed a four- 
year, $134 million contract extension this 
year. 

Two-time NFL MVP Aaron Rodgers, 
though, will not be involved in the process 
of selecting Mike McCarthy’s successor, 
but is free to provide input, team president 
Mark Murphy said on Monday. 

And that seems fine with Rodgers, 
who said he was focused on the Packers’ 
final four games under interim coach Joe 
Philbin. 

“I think there’s an interest in who the 
next guy will be, but [Murphy and gen¬ 
eral manager Brian Gutekunst] and I have 
always had good lines of communication, 
their offices, like they say, are always 
open,” Rodgers said. “I’m not needing to 
be involved in that process.” 

Murphy said Rodgers was also not part 
of the decision to fire McCarthy following 
the stunning 20-17 loss to the Arizona Car¬ 
dinals on Sunday that dropped Green Bay 
to 4-7-1. Chances of making the playoffs 
are slim. 

It appeared that most players had al¬ 
ready left Lambeau Field by that point, with 
many Packers saying they had learned of 
the firing on social media or through text 
messages. 

“Found out probably the same way you 
did at the same time you did,” receiver Da- 
vante Adams said on Monday. “I was defi¬ 
nitely surprised. But, it’s a business and 
business is business, and that’s what it is.” 

Rodgers was already home to celebrate 
his 35th birthday when he found out. 

“I’m sure I found out the same way that 
most of you found out,” Rodgers said, “and 


I think this decision was 
about changing our course 
more than anything. We 
just felt like it was a time 
to change the course. ’ 

Brian Gutekunst 

Green Bay Packers GM 


was just as shocked as many of you were.” 

He planned to reach out to McCarthy 
later Monday. 

“I think him and I, like any relation¬ 
ship, we have our amazing times, we have 
our times where we butt heads,” Rodgers 
said. “But the basis, like I said, was built 
on mutual respect and communication. 
... We spent time together and growing 
our friendship and we accomplished a lot 
together.” 

From Adams to Rodgers, nearly every 
player in the locker room spoke highly of 
McCarthy, who overall had a successful 
tenure of 12-plus seasons highlighted by a 
Super Bowl win in the 2010 season. The 55- 
year-old McCarthy led the Packers to nine 
playoff appearances and four trips to the 
NFC title game overall. 

But offensive struggles this year followed 
a 2017 season in which Rodgers broke his 
right collarbone and the team missed the 
postseason. In 2016, the Packers started 4- 
6 before winning eight straight to get to the 
conference championship game. 

Murphy said it was time to make a change 
after the embarrassing loss to Arizona. 

“I don’t want to get into the details, but 
he was very professional,” Murphy said 
when asked how McCarthy reacted to his 
dismissal. “He’s a first-class person ... and 


made a comment that, ‘It’s the coaching 
profession. I know what I got into when I 
became a coach.’” 

Gutekunst will be heavily involved, 
along with a committee, in hiring the next 
coach, though the decision will belong to 
Murphy, the highest-ranking executive in 
the NFL’s only publicly owned franchise. 
He adjusted the Packers’ organizational 
structure in January, when Gutekunst was 
promoted to replace Ted Thompson as 
GM, to have McCarthy report directly to 
the team president. 

“The structure, again, you’re focused on 
the structure,” Murphy said in response 
to one of several questions about how the 
Packers’ organizational flow chart could 
be perceived by potential coaching can¬ 
didates. “The most important thing is the 
people and the relationships. 

“Brian and I have a great relationship,” 
Murphy said. “I think we’ll be in good 
shape, and I’m confident we’ll be able to 
hire an excellent coach.” 

Murphy has more football experience 


than the average team president, having 
played safety under Hall of Fame coach 
Joe Gibbs for the Washington Redskins. 
Also a lawyer, Murphy had extensive ex¬ 
perience in sports administration before 
becoming Packers president/CEO in 2007. 
He was athletic director at Northwestern, 
where he hired coach Pat Fitzgerald, be¬ 
fore coming to Green Bay. 

Murphy also views Philbin as a candi¬ 
date. He would like to evaluate the veteran 
assistant and former Dolphins head coach 
over the next four weeks. 

Off the field, the move to dismiss McCar¬ 
thy gave the Packers an early start on the 
coaching search. Murphy and Gutekunst 
offered few specifics when asked what 
they were looking for in the next coach, 
other than the team would wait until after 
the season to make a hire. 

“I think this decision was about chang¬ 
ing our course more than anything,” 
Gutekunst said. “We just felt like it was a 
time to change the course.” 


Hunt latest case of league’s reactive discipline 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

The NFL is still out of its 
league when it comes to disci¬ 
pline for players with troubles off 
the field. 

Kareem Hunt is the latest ex¬ 
ample of the NFL’s delayed and 
inconsistent approach toward 
serious matters despite league 
efforts to improve following its 
mishandling of Ray Rice’s do¬ 
mestic violence case in 2014. 

From Greg Hardy to Mychal 
Kendricks to Reuben Foster, 
the NFL has taken different ap¬ 
proaches on a case-by-case basis 
when players misbehave. That 
has drawn a backlash from crit¬ 
ics who see such action as erratic 
and, at times, pandering to public 
perception. 

Hunt, the former Kansas City 
running back, was placed on the 
commissioner’s exempt list Fri¬ 
day after TMZ released a video 
showing him pushing and kick¬ 
ing a woman during a February 
scuffle at a Cleveland hotel. The 
video’s jolt across the sports world 
accelerated a case that had been 
effectively put on the backburner 
for both the club and the league, 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 


The Kansas City Chiefs released 
running back Kareem Hunt after 
video surfaced that showed the 
NFL’s reigning rushing champion 
knocking over and kicking a 
woman in a Cleveland hotel 
hallway in February. 

with Hunt losing his job the same 
day — a sharp fall for an elite 
playmaker for one of the most ex¬ 
plosive offenses in football. 

The Chiefs said Hunt had lied 
to them about the scuffle, an as¬ 
sertion Hunt acknowledged in an 
interview with ESPN on Sunday. 
But authorities never charged 


Hunt with a crime and the 
league’s internal investigation 
— under guidance implemented 
after the lengthy legal saga in¬ 
volving the former Ravens run¬ 
ning back Rice — stalled when 
NFL officials couldn’t get in touch 
with the woman. 

Hunt said he never saw the 
video until it was released public¬ 
ly. And he said the league never 
asked to speak with him directly. 

NFL officials say they tried 
several times to get video of the 
confrontation but couldn’t be¬ 
cause the hotel said its corporate 
policy only allowed footage to be 
given to law enforcement. And 
Cleveland police say they didn’t 
pursue the video because it wasn’t 
a felony case. 

Now, the NFL says it will make 
“further attempts to speak to the 
complainants involved in the inci¬ 
dent,” and have “further conver¬ 
sations with all parties involved.” 

Just like it did during the Rice 
case in 2014, the NFL is changing 
its reaction amid jarring video 
prompting new public outcry. 

But the league also must con¬ 
form to the collective bargaining 
agreement, which gives players 
certain protections through their 


union. Still, the agreement grants 
Commissioner Roger Goodell ul¬ 
timate authority to issue punish¬ 
ment. That has been a major point 
of contention for the NFL Players 
Association and is shaping up to 
be a major sticking point once 
the broader agreement expires in 
2021. 

NFL and NFLPA officials did 
not respond to messages seeking 
comment from The Associated 
Press. 

Hunt cleared waivers on Mon¬ 
day and could sign with another 
team. He can’t play while he’s 
on the exempt list, but it’s up to 
Goodell and league officials to 
decide when to take him off when 
— or if—they see fit. 

Foster was claimed off waiv¬ 
ers by the Washington Redskins 
last week after the San Francisco 
49ers released the linebacker fol¬ 
lowing a domestic violence arrest. 
Washington faced immediate 
backlash as the latest example of 
an organization looking past off- 
field troubles toward potential on¬ 
field production. 

In September, linebacker 
Mychal Kendricks pleaded guilty 
to securities fraud and conspiracy 
and was released by the Cleveland 


Browns. He was quickly signed 
by the Seattle Seahawks, then 
suspended for eight games by the 
NFL for his role in an insider trad¬ 
ing scheme. Kendricks faces up to 
25 years in prison with sentencing 
scheduled for next month. 

Still, Kendricks was officially 
reinstated by the NFL on Monday 
and has been with Seattle the past 
two weeks. Seahawks coach Pete 
Carroll says team officials “don’t 
have any hesitation” about play¬ 
ing Kendricks against Minnesota 
next Monday night. 

Hardy was convicted in July 
2014 of assaulting and threaten¬ 
ing a woman who claimed the 
6-foot-4, 275-pound player threw 
her in a bathtub and onto a sofa 
covered with guns before threat¬ 
ening to kill her. He appealed the 
ruling and was allowed to play the 
first game of the season before the 
Carolina Panthers placed him on 
the exempt list. Hardy didn’t play 
the rest of the season but signed 
an incentive-laden, $13.1 million 
deal with the Cowboys and played 
12 games in 2015 after serving a 
four-game suspension. He’s been 
out of the league the last three 
years, focusing on a mixed mar¬ 
tial arts career with the UFC. 
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Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Miami 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 
Oakland 


Pet PF PA 

.750 331 259 
.500 244 300 
.333 178 293 
.250 243 307 

.750 302 235 
.500 325 279 
.500 221 245 
.333 203 243 

.625 346 282 
.583 297 214 
.417 286 371 
.375 266 312 

.833 444 327 
.750 340 249 
.500 276 262 
.167 220 367 


National Conference 


Dallas 7 

Philadelphia 6 

Washington 6 

N.Y. Giants 4 

So 

New Orleans 10 

Carolina 6 

Tampa Bay 5 

Atlanta 4 


Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 


4 7 1 
4 8 0 


Pet PF PA 

583 247 223 
500 258 266 
500 233 257 
333 267 315 

833 419 269 
500 304 306 
417 318 355 
333 296 333 

667 344 241 
542 275 270 
375 281 287 
333 254 316 

917 419 298 
583 319 259 
250 175 310 
167 255 336 


West 

y-L.A. Rams 11 1 0 

Seattle 7 5 0 

Arizona 3 9 0 

San Francisco 2 10 0 

y-clinched division 

Thursday’s games 
Dallas 13, New Orleans 10 
Sunday’s games 
Jacksonville 6, Indianapolis 0 
Tampa Bay 24, Carolina 17 
Houston 29, Cleveland 13 
Baltimore 26, Atlanta 16 
Arizona 20, Green Bay 17 
Miami 21, Buffalo 17 
Denver 24, Cincinnati 10 
L.A. Rams 30, Detroit 16 
N.Y. Giants 30, Chicago 27, OT 
Tennessee 26, N.Y. Jets 22 
Kansas City 40, Oakland 33 
New England 24, Minnesota 10 
Seattle 43, San Francisco 16 
L.A. Chargers 33, Pittsburgh 30 
Monday’s game 
Philadelphia 28, Washington 13 
Thursday, Dec. 6 
Jacksonville at Tennessee 
Sunday, Dec. 9 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Giants at Washington 
Atlanta at Green Bay 
Indianapolis at Houston 
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo 
Carolina at Cleveland 
New England at Miami 
Baltimore at Kansas City 
Cincinnati at L.A. Chargers 
Denver at San Francisco 
Detroit at Arizona 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
Pittsburgh at Oakland 
L.A. Rams at Chicago 

Monday, Dec. 10 
Minnesota at Seattle 

Monday 

Eagles 28, Redskins 13 

Washington 
Jelphii 

First quarter 

Phi—Tate 6 pass from Wentz (Elliott 
kick), 7:31. 

Second quarter 

Was-FG Hopkins 44, 13:46. 

Was—Peterson 90 run (Hopkins kick), 
9:23. 

Phi—Sproles 14 run (Elliott kick), 1:46. 
Was-FG Hopkins 47, :15. 

Fourth quarter 

Phi —Matthews 4 pass from Wentz 
(Tate pass from Wentz), 14:10. 

Phi-FG Elliott 46, 11:41. 

Phi-FG Elliott 44, 4:48. 

A—69,696. 

Was Phi 

First downs 10 28 

Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 10-69 5-38 

Time of Possession 20:41 39:19 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Washington, Peterson 9- 
98, Sanchez 1-8, Thompson 3-3, Crowder 
l-(minus 5). Philadelphia, Adams 20-85, 
Clement 5-27, Sproles 4-22, Wentz 4-(mi- 
nus 4). 

PASSING-Washington, McCoy 4-4-0- 
50, Sanchez 13-21-1-100. Philadelphia, 
Wentz 27-39-1-306. 

RECEIVING—Washington, Crowder 4- 
36, Reed 4-21, Doctson 3-51, Thompson 
3-18, Davis 2-15, Floyd 1-9. Philadelphia, 
Ertz 9-83, Tate 7-85, Agholor 4-56, Clem¬ 
ent 3-47, Jeffery 3-31, Matthews 1-4. 


Philadelphia 


14-104 33-130 


6-48.3 2-46.5 



Matt Rourke/AP 

Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz looks to pass during the first half of Monday’s game against the Washington Redskins in Philadelphia. 


Wentz leads Eagles past Redskins 


Washington loses McCoy for season 



Michael Perez/AP 


Colt McCoy, right, fractured his fibula and became the second 
Redskins quarterback lost for the rest of the season. 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Carson 
Wentz was at his best back on the 
move again. 

Wentz tossed two touchdown 
passes, Darren Sproles ran for 
a score and the Philadelphia 
Eagles stayed in the hunt for the 
NFC East title with a 28-13 victo¬ 
ry over the depleted Washington 
Redskins on Monday night. 

The Eagles (6-6) won consecu¬ 
tive games for the first time since 
Nick Foies led them to a Super 
Bowl victory over the Patriots. 

The Redskins (6-6) lost backup 
quarterback Colt McCoy to a seri¬ 
ous right leg injury in his second 
game replacing Alex Smith, who 
broke his right tibia and fibula on 
Nov. 18. Mark Sanchez took his 
place. 

Redskins coach Jay Gruden 
said after the game that, from 
what he understands, McCoy 
fractured his fibula and will miss 
the rest of the season. 

Adrian Peterson ran 90 yards 
for a touchdown on Sanchez’s 
first play under center, giving 
the Redskins a 10-7 lead. It was 
the longest run Philadelphia has 
allowed in franchise history but 
Washington’s lead didn’t last 
long. 

Wentz, who hasn’t scrambled 
much since returning in Week 3 
from surgery to repair two knee 
ligaments, didn’t run for any 
yards. But he ran around and 


made big plays when he impro¬ 
vised and on designed rollouts. 

“Anytime he can extend plays 
with his legs, he’s such a great 
athlete, that’s an advantage to the 
offense,” coach Doug Pederson 
said. “Being able to do that allows 
us to stay on the field. He’s gifted 
in doing that. It comes natural to 
him.” 

Sproles put Philadelphia up 
14-10 on a 14-yard TD run in the 
second quarter. Wentz tossed a 4- 
yard TD pass to Jordan Matthews 
and connected with Golden Tate 
on a two-point conversion to ex¬ 
tend the lead to 22-13 early in the 
fourth quarter. 

The Eagles twice failed to score 
inside the red zone and still man¬ 
aged their second-highest point 
total this season. 

They had a first down at the 
Redskins 2 in the second quarter, 
but Josh Adams was stopped for a 
loss on fourth down from the 1. 

They had a first down at the 
Redskins 5 in the third quarter, 
but Wentz threw an interception 
right to Josh Norman. 

Wentz finished 27-for-39 for 
306 yards. He came out firing 
and led the Eagles to a score on 
their opening drive for only the 
third time season. 

Welcome back 

Sproles scored his first TD 
since Dec. 22, 2016. Sproles only 
played three games last season 
before he tore a knee ligament 


and broke his forearm on the 
same play. He was sidelined since 
Week 1 this year because of a 
hamstring injury. 

“I’m really happy for him,” cen¬ 
ter Jason Kelce said. “I don’t usu¬ 
ally know who is back there but 
when I saw it was him and he got 
in the end zone, I had a big sense 
of joy. He’s a phenomenal guy.” 

Record setter 

Zach Ertz broke Brian West¬ 
brook’s franchise record for re¬ 
ceptions in a season. Ertz has 93 
catches and is closing in on Jason 
Witten’s single-season record 


(110) for tight ends. Westbrook 
had 90 catches in 2007. 

“That’s awesome, but I’m sure 
he’s just happy we won,” Wentz 
said. 

Injuries 

Redskins: LG Jonathan Coo¬ 
per (arm), RB Tony Bergstrom 
(ankle), CB Fabian Moreau (knee) 
and LB Ryan Anderson (ham¬ 
string) left the game. 

Eagles: DT Tim Jernigan (back 
spasms) left in the first quarter 
and LT Jason Peters came out 
on the final series with an undis¬ 
closed injury. 














Stars and Stripes Wednesday,December5,2018 


SPORTS 



Wentz returns to form 

Scrambling QB leads Eagles 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

FINALISTS 

Either Tagovailoa, Haskins 
or Murray will win Heisman 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Alabama’s Tua 
Tagovailoa, Oklahoma’s Kyler 
Murray and Ohio State’s Dwayne 
Haskins are the finalists for the 
Heisman Trophy, ensuring a 
quarterback will win the award 
for the 16th time in the last 19 
years. 

The finalists were announced 
Monday, hours after the deadline 
for 928 voters, including former 
winners, to submit their ballots. 

Tagovailoa has been the favorite 
for most of the season, but Murray 
and Haskins finished strong. Un¬ 
like most seasons, there should be 
some real drama Saturday night 
when the Heisman is awarded in 


New York City. 

Tagovailoa and Murray will 
also face off in the College Foot¬ 
ball Playoff, when No. 1 Alabama 
faces No. 4 Oklahoma at the Or¬ 
ange Bowl semifinal on Dec. 29. 

The finalists are determined 
by the margin of votes received, 
starting with the third- and 
fourth-place finishers. At least 
three and as many as five final¬ 
ists are invited to the presenta¬ 
tion ceremony. 

The last time three quarter¬ 
backs were the only finalists 
was 2008, when Sam Bradford of 
Oklahoma won over Colt McCoy 
of Texas and Tim Tebow of 
Florida. 

SEE FINALISTS ON PAGE 29 


Darron Cummings, top, Cooper Neill, above, and Michael Woods, right/AP 

Ohio State quarterback Dwayne Haskins, top, Oklahoma quarterback Kyler Murray, above, and Alabama 
quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, left, were named finalists for the Heisman Trophy on Monday. 
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